
Oil Pastel For The Serious Beginner

Oil pastel art is a vibrant and versatile medium that offers a unique blend
of softness and richness, making it an excellent choice for the serious
beginner looking to explore their artistic potential. Unlike traditional
pastels, oil pastels are made with a non-drying oil and wax binder, giving
them a creamy texture that glides smoothly across the paper. This article
will delve into the essentials of oil pastels, including their
characteristics, techniques, materials needed, and tips for getting started.

Understanding Oil Pastels

What Are Oil Pastels?

Oil pastels are a type of art medium that combines the qualities of oil paint
and traditional chalk pastels. They consist of pigment, oil, and wax, which
gives them a unique texture and finish. The oil in the pastels allows for
blending and layering, while the wax provides a smooth application. The
result is a rich, vibrant color that can be manipulated in various ways.



Characteristics of Oil Pastels

When compared to other mediums, oil pastels have several distinct
characteristics:

- Vibrancy: Oil pastels have a high pigment concentration, resulting in
bright and vivid colors.
- Blendability: The creamy texture allows for easy blending and layering,
enabling artists to create smooth gradients and intricate details.
- Versatility: They can be used on various surfaces, including paper, canvas,
wood, and even glass.
- Durability: Once applied, oil pastels can be smudge-resistant and can
maintain their color over time.

Essential Materials for Oil Pastel Art

To begin your journey into oil pastel art, it's essential to gather the right
materials. Here’s a list of what you will need:

Basic Supplies

1. Oil Pastels: Invest in a good quality set of oil pastels. Brands such as
Sennelier, Holbein, and Cray-Pas offer excellent options for beginners.
2. Paper: Choose a paper that can handle the texture of oil pastels. Look for
heavyweight papers, textured papers, or specialty pastel papers.
3. Blending Tools: Finger, paper tortillons (blending stumps), or cotton
swabs can be used for blending colors smoothly.
4. Fixative: While oil pastels are less likely to smudge than other mediums,
a fixative can help preserve your finished artwork.
5. Palette or Mixing Surface: A smooth surface for mixing colors can be
beneficial for creating custom shades.

Optional Supplies

- Canvas Boards: For a more durable surface that can hold up to layering.
- Watercolor Brushes: These can be used for applying water or other mediums
over the oil pastels for unique effects.
- Gloves: These can be helpful for keeping your hands clean while working.

Techniques for Using Oil Pastels

Once you have your materials ready, it's time to explore various techniques



that will enhance your oil pastel experience.

Basic Techniques

1. Layering: Start with a base color and build up layers. Apply light
pressure for the first layer and gradually increase pressure with subsequent
layers.
2. Blending: Use your fingers or blending tools to mix colors on the paper.
This can create a smooth transition between colors.
3. Scraping: Use a palette knife or any sharp edge to scrape away layers of
oil pastel. This technique can create interesting textures and effects.
4. Sgraffito: Apply a layer of color and then scratch into it with a sharp
object to reveal the underlying layers or the white of the paper.
5. Color Mixing: Blend two colors directly on the paper. Alternatively, mix
colors on a palette before applying them to the paper.

Advanced Techniques

1. Using Solvents: Dip a brush in a solvent like odorless mineral spirits and
apply it over the oil pastels. This will create a painterly effect and allow
for further blending.
2. Stenciling: Use stencils to create shapes and patterns. You can apply oil
pastels over the stencil and then remove it to reveal a clean design.
3. Washing: Lightly wash over the oil pastels with a wet brush to create
softer edges and a more watercolor-like effect.

Creating Your First Oil Pastel Artwork

As a serious beginner, creating your first piece can be both exciting and
daunting. Here are some steps to guide you:

Selecting a Subject

Choose a subject that inspires you. It could be a landscape, still life, or
even an abstract composition.

Planning Your Composition

1. Sketch: Lightly sketch your subject on the paper using a pencil. Keep the
lines simple and avoid over-detailing.
2. Choose Your Colors: Select a color palette that complements your subject.



Consider the mood you want to convey.

Applying Oil Pastels

1. Base Layer: Start with a base layer of color. Use broad strokes to cover
larger areas.
2. Build Layers: Gradually add additional layers of color, blending as you
go.
3. Details: Use finer strokes for details and highlights. This can add depth
and dimension to your artwork.

Final Touches

1. Texturing: Add textures using scraping or sgraffito techniques.
2. Fixative: Once you are satisfied with your piece, use a fixative to
protect it.
3. Display: Frame your artwork or display it as you see fit.

Tips for Success

As you embark on your oil pastel journey, consider these tips:

- Practice Regularly: Like any art form, regular practice will improve your
skills and confidence.
- Experiment: Don’t be afraid to try new techniques or mix different mediums.
Experimentation can lead to unique results.
- Be Patient: Oil pastels can take time to master. Allow yourself the freedom
to learn and grow.
- Seek Inspiration: Explore works by other oil pastel artists for
inspiration. Join online communities or local art classes.

Conclusion

Oil pastels are a rewarding medium for the serious beginner, offering a blend
of creativity and technical skill. By understanding the characteristics of
oil pastels, gathering the right materials, and mastering various techniques,
you can create stunning artwork that reflects your unique style. Remember,
the key to success lies in practice, patience, and a willingness to explore
new horizons. Embrace the journey, and let your creativity flow with the
vibrant world of oil pastels.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are oil pastels, and how do they differ from
regular pastels?
Oil pastels are made with a binder of oil and wax, giving them a creamy
texture and vibrant colors. Unlike chalk pastels, which are dry and powdery,
oil pastels can be blended easily and maintain their color intensity without
the need for fixatives.

What basic supplies do I need to start using oil
pastels?
To get started with oil pastels, you'll need a set of oil pastels, a suitable
drawing paper (like oil pastel paper or a heavy-weight mixed media paper),
blending tools (such as tortillons or your fingers), and optional items like
baby oil or mineral spirits for blending.

How can I effectively blend oil pastels for smooth
transitions?
To blend oil pastels, you can use your fingers, a blending stump, or a soft
cloth. For smoother blends, consider using a small amount of baby oil or
mineral spirits applied with a brush, which helps dissolve the pastel and
allows for smoother transitions.

What techniques can I use to create texture with oil
pastels?
You can create texture with oil pastels by layering colors, scratching into
the surface with a tool, or using a palette knife to apply and manipulate the
pastels. Experimenting with different pressure levels while applying the
pastels can also yield interesting effects.

Are there any common mistakes beginners make with
oil pastels?
Common mistakes include pressing too hard, which can lead to excessive
buildup and difficulty blending, or using the wrong type of paper that
doesn’t hold the pastels well. Additionally, beginners often overlook the
importance of layering colors gradually for depth and richness.
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