
Old Lady Who Swallowed A Fly Song

Old lady who swallowed a fly song is a classic children's nursery rhyme that has entertained and
amused generations. Its catchy melody, repetitive structure, and whimsical narrative have made it a
staple in early childhood education and family sing-alongs. The song tells the story of an old lady
who inexplicably swallows a fly and subsequently swallows increasingly larger animals to catch the
fly, leading to a humorous and absurd escalation of events. Through its playful lyrics, the song
captures children's imaginations while also presenting opportunities for teaching lessons about
cause and effect, problem-solving, and the importance of thinking things through.

History of the Song

The origins of the old lady who swallowed a fly song can be traced back to the early 20th century.
While the exact author is unknown, it is believed that the song first appeared in print in the 1950s.
The rhyme has undergone various adaptations and interpretations, with many artists and educators
adding their unique spins.

Early Versions

- The earliest known version of the song was published in a collection of children's songs.
- It was likely inspired by traditional folk tales that feature a cumulative storytelling style, where
each verse builds upon the previous ones.



Popular Adaptations

Various artists have recorded the old lady who swallowed a fly song, adapting it for different media,
including:

1. Books: Illustrated storybooks have been published, featuring colorful drawings that engage young
readers.
2. Recordings: Numerous musicians and children's performers have recorded versions of the song,
often adding musical instruments and sound effects.
3. Educational Materials: The song is frequently used in preschool and kindergarten classes to teach
rhythm, rhyme, and vocabulary.

The Story Behind the Song

At its core, the old lady who swallowed a fly song tells a humorous story about an old woman who
eats a fly. As the verses progress, the old lady attempts to rectify her initial mistake by swallowing
increasingly larger animals, including:

- A spider
- A bird
- A cat
- A dog
- A cow
- A horse

Each animal is meant to catch the previous one, creating a cumulative effect that builds excitement
and anticipation. The absurdity of the situation leads to comedic outcomes, making it a delightful
experience for children and adults alike.

Thematic Elements

The song features several key themes that resonate with both children and parents:

1. Absurdity and Humor: The surreal concept of an old lady swallowing various animals is inherently
funny, allowing children to engage with the ridiculousness of the scenario.
2. Cumulative Storytelling: Each verse builds on the last, encouraging memory skills and
participation as children learn to sing along.
3. Moral Lessons: The song subtly teaches about consequences and the importance of thinking
carefully before acting, as the old lady's attempts to solve her problem create even larger issues.

Musical Components

The old lady who swallowed a fly song is characterized by its simple melody and repetitive structure,
making it easy for children to learn and sing.



Musical Structure

- Verse Repetition: Each verse follows a similar pattern, with slight variations to incorporate the new
animal.
- Catchy Melody: The tune is simple and memorable, often played on instruments like the piano,
ukulele, or guitar.
- Clapping and Movement: Many educators enhance the experience by incorporating clapping,
dancing, or hand motions, making it an interactive activity.

Instruments and Performance

When performing the song, the following instruments can be used:

- Guitar: Provides a rhythmic accompaniment that children can easily follow.
- Piano: Allows for melodic variations and can be used for sing-alongs.
- Percussion Instruments: Shakers or drums can enhance the song's energy, encouraging children to
participate actively.

Educational Benefits

The old lady who swallowed a fly song is not just a source of entertainment; it also offers numerous
educational benefits for young children.

Language Development

- Vocabulary Building: The song introduces children to various animals and their characteristics.
- Phonemic Awareness: The rhyme and rhythm help children develop an ear for sounds and language
patterns.

Memory and Cognitive Skills

- Sequencing: Children learn to sequence events as they
remember the order in which the old lady swallows the
animals.
- Problem Solving: The story presents a problem that
escalates, prompting children to think about solutions.



Social and Emotional Learning

- Group Participation: Singing together fosters a sense of
community and belonging.
- Humor and Absurdity: Laughing at the silly situations helps
children develop a sense of humor, which is essential for
social interactions.

Activities Inspired by the Song

The old lady who swallowed a fly song lends itself to various
engaging activities that can enhance its educational impact.

Creative Arts and Crafts

- Animal Puppets: Children can create puppets of the animals
mentioned in the song and act out the story.
- Illustration Projects: Kids can draw their interpretations of
the old lady and her various animal companions.

Interactive Games

- Animal Charades: Children can take turns mimicking the
animals mentioned in the song while others guess which
animal it is.
- Memory Games: Create a card game featuring the animals



from the song, encouraging memory and matching skills.

Story Extensions

Encourage children to come up with their own versions of the
song by adding new animals or creating alternative scenarios.
This activity fosters creativity and imagination.

Conclusion

The old lady who swallowed a fly song remains a beloved piece
of children's music, cherished for its humor, melody, and
educational value. Its cumulative structure, whimsical
narrative, and engaging themes make it a timeless classic that
continues to be relevant in children's programming and family
bonding. Whether sung in classrooms, during road trips, or at
home, this delightful song encourages children to explore
language, develop social skills, and, most importantly, have
fun. As we continue to share this song with future
generations, we not only preserve a piece of cultural history
but also create lasting memories through laughter and song.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main story of the song 'The Old Lady Who
Swallowed a Fly'?
The song tells the story of an old woman who swallows a fly,
and then swallows increasingly larger animals to catch the fly,



leading to a humorous and absurd series of events.

Who is the author of the original poem 'There Was an Old
Lady Who Swallowed a Fly'?
The poem was written by Rose Bonne and it was popularized in
the children's book illustrated by Milton Glaser.

What are some of the animals the old lady swallows in the
song?
She swallows a spider, a bird, a cat, a dog, a goat, and
ultimately, a horse.

Why is 'The Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly' popular among
children?
The song is popular due to its catchy tune, repetitive
structure, and humorous storyline that engages children's
imaginations.

Are there any adaptations of 'The Old Lady Who Swallowed a
Fly' in other media?
Yes, the story has been adapted into various children's books,
animated videos, and stage performances.

What themes are present in 'The Old Lady Who Swallowed a
Fly'?
Themes include the consequences of one's actions, absurdity,
and the unpredictability of life.

Is 'The Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly' suitable for all ages?
While primarily aimed at children, its humor and absurdity
can be enjoyed by audiences of all ages.

What educational benefits does the song provide for children?
The song helps with memory recall, encourages creativity, and
introduces children to rhymes and rhythm.



Has 'The Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly' inspired any
merchandise?
Yes, there are various merchandise items such as plush toys,
books, and educational games based on the song.
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