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Of Mice and Men SparkNotes is an essential resource for anyone studying John Steinbeck’s classic
novella. Published in 1937, the story follows the lives of two displaced migrant ranch workers, George
Milton and Lennie Small, during the Great Depression in California. This article will provide an in-depth
analysis of the plot, characters, themes, and critical elements of the novella. It will serve as a
comprehensive guide for students and readers seeking to understand the nuances of Steinbeck’s
work.



Plot Summary

The narrative of Of Mice and Men unfolds in a straightforward yet poignant manner. The story begins
with George and Lennie arriving at a ranch after fleeing their previous job due to Lennie's
unintentional troublemaking. Lennie, a large man with a mental disability, relies heavily on George for
guidance and protection.

Exposition

- Setting: The story is set in California during the Great Depression, a time of economic hardship and
social instability.
- Characters Introduced: George and Lennie are introduced as they camp by a river, discussing their
dreams of owning a piece of land and living independently.

Rising Action

As they settle into their new job on the ranch, George and Lennie meet various characters, including:

1. Candy - An aging handyman who fears being useless and alone.
2. Curley - The boss’s aggressive son, who feels insecure about his own masculinity.
3. Curley’s Wife - A lonely woman who seeks attention and feels trapped in her marriage.
4. Crooks - The African-American stable hand, who faces racial discrimination and isolation.

Tensions rise as Curley becomes suspicious of Lennie, leading to confrontations that foreshadow the
tragic events to come.

Climax

The climax occurs when Lennie accidentally kills Curley’s wife while trying to quiet her during an
awkward conversation. This event sets off a chain reaction that forces George to confront the reality
of their dreams and the fragility of their friendship.

Falling Action

As the ranch workers form a lynch mob to find Lennie, George must make a heart-wrenching decision
to protect his friend from a brutal fate.

Resolution

In the poignant conclusion, George finds Lennie hiding by the river, where they first camped. He
comforts Lennie by recounting their dream of owning a farm. However, as the mob approaches,



George makes the ultimate sacrifice, shooting Lennie in a moment of mercy to spare him from a more
violent death.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in Of Mice and Men is crucial for grasping the novella’s deeper themes.

George Milton

George is intelligent, resourceful, and fiercely protective of Lennie. He represents the everyman
struggling to achieve the American Dream, but he also bears the burden of responsibility for Lennie’s
well-being. His character embodies the theme of friendship and loyalty, showcasing the emotional
weight of caring for someone with a disability.

Lennie Small

Lennie is physically strong but mentally challenged. His childlike innocence and inability to
understand his own strength lead to tragic consequences. Lennie symbolizes the vulnerability of
people with disabilities in a harsh world, and his dream of tending to rabbits reflects a yearning for
simplicity and safety.

Candy

Candy represents the fear of aging and obsolescence. His desire to join George and Lennie in their
dream signifies the universal longing for companionship and purpose.

Curley

Curley embodies toxic masculinity and societal pressures. His aggressive behavior stems from
insecurity, and he often projects his frustrations onto others, particularly Lennie.

Curley’s Wife

Despite being unnamed, Curley’s wife is a crucial character who highlights the themes of loneliness
and gender roles. Her unfulfilled dreams and desperate need for attention reflect the limited roles
available to women during the era.



Crooks

Crooks, as the only Black character in the novella, faces racism and isolation. His character serves as
a critique of societal injustices and the American Dream’s inaccessibility to marginalized individuals.

Themes

Of Mice and Men explores several significant themes that resonate throughout the narrative.

The American Dream

The pursuit of the American Dream is central to the characters’ motivations. George and Lennie’s
dream of owning land symbolizes hope and independence, yet the novella ultimately questions the
attainability of such dreams for the disenfranchised.

Friendship and Loneliness

The bond between George and Lennie contrasts sharply with the loneliness experienced by other
characters. Steinbeck emphasizes the importance of companionship, particularly in a world where
social isolation is rampant.

Disability and Vulnerability

Lennie’s character raises awareness about the challenges faced by individuals with disabilities.
Steinbeck portrays the vulnerability of such individuals in a society that often overlooks their needs
and rights.

Isolation and Alienation

Many characters in the novella experience profound isolation, reflecting the broader societal context
of the Great Depression. Crooks, Curley’s wife, and Candy each grapple with their own forms of
alienation, highlighting the human need for connection.

Literary Techniques

Steinbeck employs various literary techniques to enhance the narrative.



Symbolism

- The Dream Farm: Represents hope and the desire for a better life.
- Lennie’s Rabbits: Symbolize innocence and the desire for nurturing.

Foreshadowing

Steinbeck subtly foreshadows the tragic ending through various elements, including Lennie’s earlier
interaction with a mouse, which he accidentally kills, and the description of the ranch workers’ violent
tendencies.

Imagery and Language

The rich imagery Steinbeck uses paints a vivid picture of the landscape and characters, immersing
readers in the setting and emotional landscape of the story.

Conclusion

Of Mice and Men remains a timeless exploration of friendship, dreams, and the human condition.
Through the intricacies of its plot and character dynamics, Steinbeck invites readers to reflect on the
complexities of life during the Great Depression and the enduring quest for connection and purpose.
For students and literature enthusiasts, Of Mice and Men SparkNotes serves as an invaluable tool to
delve deeper into the text’s themes, character motivations, and societal critiques, ensuring that the
novella’s powerful messages resonate with future generations. Understanding this masterpiece not
only enriches one’s appreciation of literature but also fosters a greater awareness of the social issues
that continue to persist today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes discussed in Of Mice and Men
according to SparkNotes?
The main themes include friendship, loneliness, the American Dream, and the struggle for power and
control.

How does SparkNotes summarize the character of George
Milton in Of Mice and Men?
George Milton is portrayed as a caring yet pragmatic character who looks after his friend Lennie,
embodying the theme of friendship and responsibility.



What does SparkNotes highlight about the significance of the
title 'Of Mice and Men'?
The title reflects the idea that plans often go awry, as seen in the poem by Robert Burns, which
serves as a metaphor for the futility of dreams.

According to SparkNotes, how is the setting of the Great
Depression important to the story?
The Great Depression setting emphasizes the struggles of itinerant workers, the fragility of dreams,
and the pervasive loneliness experienced by the characters.

What role does the character of Lennie Small play in the
narrative as per SparkNotes?
Lennie Small represents innocence and the idea of the unattainable American Dream, while also
highlighting themes of vulnerability and the impact of mental disabilities.
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mice和mouse的区别 - 百度知道
mice和mouse的区别： 1、mice 英 [maɪs] 美 [maɪs] mouse 的复数 2、mouse 英 [maʊs] 美 [maʊs] n.老鼠;耗子;鼠标。 用法
n.play (a game of) cat and mouse with sb。 play a cat-and-mouse …

mouses和mice的区别 - 百度知道
Mouses 和 mice 在语法上的使用也有所不同，例如在表示数量、比率等时，需要使用 mice，而在表示计算机鼠标时，则需要使用 mouses。 例句： - The
experiment used 20 mice.（这个实 …

R语言进行多重插补-基于R语言的mice包常规方法进行插补
有序多分类变量：调用比例优势模型填补，"polr"，Proportional odds model实践操作：目的：对ms2013里面的缺失数据采用mice包的常规方法进行填补填
补数据的整个流程有以下6步：

实验室用小鼠，「mouse」和「rat」一般情况下有什么区别？ - 知乎
Lobund-Wistar rat. From NCI, NIH. 以下有篇文献讲述主要实验用小鼠和大鼠 Laboratory Mice and Rats 简单渣翻译概要如下： 该文
从open-acess论文里随机挑选了276篇学术论文，其中252篇 …
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mice和mouse是英语中描述老鼠的两个单词，它们在释义、用法、使用环境、形象和影响范围方面存在一些区别。 1. 释义： - "mice" 是 "mouse" 的复数形式，指代
多只老鼠。 - "mouse" 是 …

会展旅游，会展业，mice这三个概念是一个东西吗？ - 知乎
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May 9, 2023 · 会展旅游 、会展业和MICE（Meetings, Incentives, Conferences and Exhibitions）是相关但不完全相同的概念。
会展旅游是指以参加会议、展览、商务活动为主要 …

英语mice和rat有什么区别？ - 百度知道
mouse和rat都可译作老鼠，但两者间却是有很大区别的，今天就来详解一下。 英文中‘mouse’【注意复数形式为mice】与‘rat’都翻译为汉语的‘老鼠’，那么两者有何异同呢？
它们都是啮齿动 …

mouse mice rat有什么区别？ - 知乎
Nov 1, 2016 · 首先，mice = “mouse-s” 一般来说，mouse指的是小体积的鼠类，身长在10cm以下，尾巴细长覆盖毛发，尾巴长度远超身长，长着又大又尖的
“ 招风耳 ”，肚皮是白色或浅色的被 …

英文文献中，在细胞处理时设置的vehicle、mock、mimic组表示什 …
Dec 8, 2012 · 英文文献中，在细胞处理时设置的vehicle、mock、mimic组表示什么意思？是不是在做药物处理的实验？vehicle一般是溶媒对照组，比如你的药
物是用DMSO溶解的，那么vehicle …

如何评价25号宇宙老鼠乌托邦实验？ - 知乎
被错误解读得太严重了。 在Mortality-Inhibiting Environment for Mice系列实验中，最著名的一次实验名叫“Universe 25”，老鼠数量的峰值超
过2200并在600天内走向毁灭。网络上通常称之为“老 …
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