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Ohio Supreme Court Citation Manual serves as a crucial resource for legal
professionals, scholars, and students navigating the complexities of legal
citations in the state of Ohio. This manual provides comprehensive guidelines
for citing cases, statutes, administrative codes, and secondary sources,
ensuring consistency and clarity in legal writing. By adhering to the
citation formats outlined in this manual, practitioners can effectively
communicate legal arguments, facilitate judicial understanding, and uphold
the integrity of legal documents. This article will explore the key elements
of the Ohio Supreme Court Citation Manual, including its purpose, structure,
fundamental citation rules, and practical applications.



Purpose of the Ohio Supreme Court Citation
Manual

The Ohio Supreme Court Citation Manual serves several important functions:

1. Standardization: By providing consistent citation formats, the manual
promotes uniformity in legal documents, making it easier for courts and
practitioners to read and understand legal arguments.

2. Clarity: Clear citations help reduce ambiguity in legal texts, ensuring
that references are easily traceable and verifiable.

3. Efficiency: With standardized citation methods, legal professionals can
save time and effort when drafting motions, briefs, and other legal
documents.

4. Professionalism: Adhering to the citation manual demonstrates a commitment
to professionalism and attention to detail in legal practice.

Structure of the Citation Manual

The Ohio Supreme Court Citation Manual is organized into several key
sections:

1. Introduction

The introduction outlines the purpose of the manual, its intended audience,
and the importance of proper citation in legal writing.

2. Case Citations

This section details how to cite court cases, including the following
components:

- Case Name: The names of the parties involved, italicized or underlined.
- Reporter Volume: The volume number of the reporter in which the case is
published.

- Reporter Abbreviation: The abbreviation for the reporter series (e.g.,

N.E.2d for the Northeast Reporter).

- Page Number: The first page of the case.

- Court and Year: The court abbreviation and the year of the decision in

parentheses.



Example: Smith v. Jones, 123 N.E.2d 456 (Ohio 2023).

3. Statutory Citations

Statutory citations follow a different format, which includes:
- Title Number: The title of the Ohio Revised Code (0.R.C.).
- Section Number: The specific section being cited.

- Year of the Code: The year of the code edition if applicable.

Example: 0.R.C. § 123.45 (2023).

4. Administrative Code Citations

For citing the Ohio Administrative Code (0.A.C.), the format includes:

- Rule Number: The specific rule being cited.
- Source: The abbreviation for the Ohio Administrative Code.

Example: 0.A.C. 123-1-01.

5. Secondary Sources

This section provides guidelines for citing various secondary sources such as
books, articles, and legal encyclopedias. Key components include:

- Author(s): The name(s) of the author(s).

- Title: The title of the work, italicized or underlined.

- Publication Information: Publisher name and year of publication.
- Page Number: The specific page cited, if applicable.

Example: John Doe, Understanding Ohio Law 45 (2nd ed. 2020).

Fundamental Citation Rules

To maintain accuracy and consistency, the Ohio Supreme Court Citation Manual
emphasizes several fundamental citation rules:

1. Italics and Underlining

- Case names should be italicized or underlined.



- Titles of books and journals should also be italicized or underlined.
- Titles of articles should be placed in quotation marks.

2. Abbreviations

- Common legal abbreviations should be used for court names, reporters, and
statutes.

- The manual provides a list of standard abbreviations that should be
referenced for consistency.

3. Parenthetical Information

- Additional information, such as the court or year of the decision, should
be included in parentheses.

- Parentheticals can also be used to provide explanatory notes about the
citation.

4. Multiple Citations

- When citing multiple cases or statutes, separate them with a semicolon.
- Ensure that each citation follows the correct format as outlined in the
manual.

Practical Applications

The Ohio Supreme Court Citation Manual is not just a set of rules; it plays a
vital role in a variety of legal contexts. Some practical applications
include:

1. Legal Writing

- Attorneys rely on the citation manual when drafting briefs, motions, and
memoranda to ensure their citations are accurate and conform to the expected
standards of legal writing.

2. Academic Research

- Law students and scholars use the manual when writing papers, articles, or
dissertations to maintain credibility and provide accurate references for



their sources.

3. Court Filings

- Judges and clerks utilize the citation manual to verify citations in filed
documents, ensuring that all references are correct and that legal arguments
are well-supported.

4. Legal Education

- Law schools incorporate the citation manual into their curricula, teaching
students the importance of proper citation as part of their legal training.

Conclusion

The Ohio Supreme Court Citation Manual is an indispensable tool for anyone
involved in the legal profession in Ohio. By providing clear and concise
guidelines for citing various legal sources, the manual enhances the quality
of legal writing and promotes professionalism among practitioners.
Understanding and utilizing the citation manual is crucial for effective
legal communication, whether in court, academia, or legal practice. As the
legal landscape continues to evolve, adherence to established citation
protocols remains a key component of responsible legal scholarship and
practice. Embracing the principles outlined in the Ohio Supreme Court
Citation Manual will not only improve the clarity and effectiveness of legal
arguments but also uphold the integrity of the legal system as a whole.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Ohio Supreme Court Citation Manual?

The Ohio Supreme Court Citation Manual is a guide that outlines the rules and
formats for citing legal cases, statutes, and other legal documents in Ohio.

Why is the Ohio Supreme Court Citation Manual
important for legal professionals?

It provides a standardized method for citing legal sources, ensuring clarity
and consistency in legal documents, which is essential for effective
communication in legal practice.



How often is the Ohio Supreme Court Citation Manual
updated?

The manual is typically updated periodically to reflect changes in citation
practices, legal precedents, and updates in the law.

Where can I access the Ohio Supreme Court Citation
Manual?

The manual can be accessed on the official Ohio Supreme Court website or
through various legal research databases and libraries.

What citation style does the Ohio Supreme Court
Citation Manual use?

The manual primarily follows the Bluebook citation style, tailored to meet
the specific needs and practices of Ohio courts.

Who should use the Ohio Supreme Court Citation
Manual?

Judges, attorneys, law clerks, and legal scholars in Ohio should use the
manual to ensure proper citation in legal documents.

Are there any specific examples provided in the Ohio
Supreme Court Citation Manual?

Yes, the manual includes various examples of citations for cases, statutes,
administrative codes, and secondary sources to guide users.

Does the Ohio Supreme Court Citation Manual cover
electronic resources?

Yes, the manual includes guidelines for citing electronic resources,
including online case law and legal databases.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when using
the Ohio Supreme Court Citation Manual?

Common mistakes include incorrect abbreviation of case names, improper
formatting of citations, and overlooking updates to citation rules.

What is the significance of accurate citations in
legal documents according to the Ohio Supreme Court
Citation Manual?

Accurate citations are crucial as they provide the necessary authority for
legal arguments, help avoid plagiarism, and enhance the credibility of legal



writing.
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Discover the essential Ohio Supreme Court Citation Manual for accurate legal referencing. Enhance
your legal writing skills today! Learn more about effective citation practices.
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