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USE GOOGLE FORMS™
TO SHARE RESULTS.

STROMELY DISAGREE

L 8.8 8 &
“Engaging
for

students!™ -

HIGHLIGHT CELLS &
“INSERT CHART"!

EEs— I

Of Mice and Men Anticipation Guide

John Steinbeck’s novel Of Mice and Men remains an enduring piece of American
literature, exploring themes of dreams, friendship, and the harsh realities
of life during the Great Depression. As students and readers approach this
text, an anticipation guide can serve as an invaluable tool to engage them
with its themes and provoke thoughtful discussions. This article will delve
into the purpose of an anticipation guide, its components, and how it can
enhance the reading experience of O0f Mice and Men.

What is an Anticipation Guide?

An anticipation guide is a pre-reading strategy that encourages students to
reflect on their own beliefs and opinions about the themes and issues that
will be addressed in a text. This tool helps activate prior knowledge,
promotes engagement, and sets the stage for deeper understanding as readers
progress through the material. Typically, an anticipation guide consists of a
series of statements related to the text, which readers agree or disagree
with, allowing them to consider their views before and after reading.



Why Use an Anticipation Guide for Of Mice and
Men?

There are several compelling reasons to incorporate an anticipation guide
when studying Of Mice and Men:

1. Engaging with Themes

Steinbeck’s work addresses critical themes such as:

- The American Dream: The pursuit of personal goals and aspirations.

- Friendship and Loneliness: The dynamics of companionship in a harsh world.
- Social Inequality: Class struggles and the impact of economic hardships.

- Isolation: The characters' experiences with feeling disconnected from
society.

An anticipation guide helps readers articulate their understanding of these
themes, making them more invested in the story.

2. Promoting Critical Thinking

By encouraging students to take a stance on various statements, anticipation
guides foster critical thinking. Readers must evaluate their beliefs,
consider different perspectives, and ultimately reflect on how their views
may change after engaging with the text.

3. Encouraging Discussion

The statements in an anticipation guide can serve as prompts for small group
discussions or classroom debates. This collaborative learning environment
allows students to share insights, challenge each other’s opinions, and delve
deeper into the text's meaning.

Creating an Anticipation Guide for Of Mice and
Men

When creating an anticipation guide for Of Mice and Men, consider including a
range of statements that touch on the novel's central themes. Here’'s a sample
anticipation guide that educators can use or adapt for their classrooms:



Sample Statements

1. Everyone has the right to pursue their dreams, regardless of their
circumstances.

2. Friendship is essential for survival in difficult times.

3. People are often judged based on their social status or economic
situation.

4. It is possible to achieve the American Dream through hard work alone.
Loneliness can drive individuals to make poor decisions.

Sacrificing one’s happiness for others is a noble act.

The bonds between friends can be stronger than family ties.

Society often fails to support its most vulnerable members.
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Instructions for Use

1. Introduce the Guide: Present the anticipation guide to students before
they begin reading Of Mice and Men. Explain the purpose and how it will
enhance their understanding of the text.

2. Reflect on Each Statement: Have students individually consider each
statement and mark whether they agree or disagree, providing a brief
rationale for their choices.

3. Class Discussion: Facilitate a class discussion where students can share
their thoughts and listen to differing viewpoints.

4. Revisit the Guide: After completing the novel, revisit the anticipation
guide. Have students reevaluate their initial responses and discuss how their
perspectives may have changed based on the text.

Benefits of Using an Anticipation Guide

Incorporating an anticipation guide into the study of Of Mice and Men offers
numerous benefits for students:

1. Increased Engagement

By prompting students to reflect on their beliefs, anticipation guides create
a sense of ownership over the learning process. This personal connection can
lead to increased motivation and engagement with the text.

2. Enhanced Comprehension

As students actively engage with the text, they are likely to develop a
deeper understanding of its themes, characters, and conflicts. The



anticipation guide encourages them to think critically about their
interpretations and the author’s intent.

3. Development of Communication Skills

Discussing their responses to the anticipation guide statements helps
students practice articulating their thoughts and engaging in respectful
dialogue. These skills are essential for their academic and personal growth.

Reflecting on Themes After Reading

After completing Of Mice and Men, it is important for students to reflect on
the themes and issues presented in the novel. Here are some questions to
guide their reflections:

1. How do the characters’ dreams reflect the concept of the American Dream?
2. In what ways does Steinbeck portray the theme of friendship throughout the
novel?

3. What role does social inequality play in the characters’ lives and
decisions?

4. How does isolation affect the characters’ mental and emotional well-being?
5. Did your views on the statements from the anticipation guide change after
reading? Why or why not?

Conclusion

An anticipation guide is an effective pre-reading strategy that can
significantly enhance the understanding and appreciation of Of Mice and Men.
By engaging students with the novel’s themes and prompting critical thinking,
educators can create a rich learning environment that encourages thoughtful
discussion and reflection. As readers navigate the complexities of
Steinbeck’s work, they will not only develop a deeper comprehension of the
text but also gain insights into their own beliefs and values. This
comprehensive approach to literature fosters a lifelong love for reading and
understanding diverse perspectives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are typically explored in 'Of Mice and
Men' that can be anticipated in an anticipation



guide?

Themes such as friendship, dreams, loneliness, and the American Dream are
commonly explored in 'Of Mice and Men'.

How does the anticipation guide help in
understanding character motivations in 'Of Mice and
Men'?

The anticipation guide prompts readers to think critically about characters'
desires and challenges, enhancing their understanding of character
motivations.

What role does setting play in the context of 'Of
Mice and Men' as indicated in the anticipation
guide?

The setting, particularly the backdrop of the Great Depression, is crucial as
it influences the characters' dreams and struggles throughout the novel.

How can personal experiences influence reactions to
the themes presented in 'Of Mice and Men'?

Readers' personal experiences with friendship, loss, or the pursuit of dreams
can shape their understanding and emotional responses to the themes in the
novel.

What questions might an anticipation guide pose
about the concept of the American Dream in 'Of Mice
and Men'?

An anticipation guide might ask whether the American Dream is achievable for
all characters and how societal factors impact their aspirations.

How does the anticipation guide encourage
predictions about the plot of 'Of Mice and Men'?

By posing questions about characters' goals and conflicts, the anticipation
guide allows readers to make predictions about the unfolding plot and its
outcomes.

What is the significance of friendship highlighted
in an anticipation guide for 'Of Mice and Men'?

The anticipation guide emphasizes the importance of friendship as a source of
hope and support amidst adversity, which is central to the novel's narrative.



How might an anticipation guide address the issue of
social class in 'Of Mice and Men'?

It may raise questions about how social class affects the characters'
relationships and aspirations, prompting discussion on inequality and its
impact on their lives.
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Explore our comprehensive 'Of Mice and Men' anticipation guide to enhance your understanding of
themes and characters. Discover how to deepen your reading experience!
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