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Numerical analysis by Burden and Faires is a foundational text in the field
of numerical methods, providing both theoretical background and practical
applications. The book, titled "Numerical Analysis," authored by J. Douglas
Faires and Richard L. Burden, has been an essential resource for students and
professionals alike. This article delves into the key concepts,
methodologies, and applications presented in their work, offering a
comprehensive overview of numerical analysis as a discipline.

Introduction to Numerical Analysis

Numerical analysis refers to the study of algorithms that use numerical



approximation for the problems of mathematical analysis. It aims to find
numerical solutions to mathematical problems that cannot be solved
analytically. The need for numerical analysis arises from the complexity of
many mathematical problems encountered in various scientific and engineering
fields.

Key Concepts in Numerical Analysis

The field of numerical analysis encompasses several key concepts, which are
vital for understanding the methodologies presented by Burden and Faires.
These include:

1. Error Analysis

Error analysis is crucial in numerical methods as it helps quantify the
difference between the true value and the approximate value obtained through
numerical methods. The following are types of errors typically discussed:

- Absolute Error: The difference between the exact value and the approximate
value.

- Relative Error: The absolute error divided by the exact value, often
expressed as a percentage.

- Round-off Error: Errors that arise due to the limitations of numerical
representation in computers.

2. Root Finding

Root finding is the process of determining the values of \(x\) such that
\(f(x) = 0\). This is one of the most fundamental problems in numerical
analysis, and Burden and Faires introduce several methods, including:

- Bisection Method: A simple and reliable method that repeatedly bisects an
interval and selects the subinterval in which the root lies.

- Newton's Method: An iterative method that uses the function and its
derivative to converge rapidly to a root, assuming a good initial guess is
provided.

- Secant Method: Similar to Newton's method but does not require the
calculation of derivatives, making it useful when derivatives are difficult
to obtain.

3. Numerical Integration

Numerical integration is used to calculate the integral of a function when an



analytical solution is difficult or impossible to obtain. Key techniques
include:

- Trapezoidal Rule: Approximates the area under a curve by dividing it into
trapezoids and summing their areas.

- Simpson's Rule: A more accurate approximation using parabolic segments to
estimate the area under the curve.

- Gaussian Quadrature: A powerful method that provides high accuracy with
fewer function evaluations by strategically selecting points to evaluate.

4. Numerical Differentiation

Similar to integration, numerical differentiation is used to estimate the
derivative of a function at a given point. Common methods include:

- Forward Difference: Uses the function values at a point and its neighbor to
estimate the derivative.

- Backward Difference: Employs the function values at a point and its
preceding neighbor.

- Central Difference: A more accurate method using points on both sides of
the target point.

Applications of Numerical Analysis

The methodologies outlined by Burden and Faires have numerous applications
across various fields. Here are a few prominent examples:

1. Engineering

In engineering, numerical analysis is employed in structural analysis, fluid
dynamics, and heat transfer problems. For instance, finite element methods
(FEM) are used to approximate solutions for complex structural systems.

2. Physics

Numerical methods are essential in physics for simulating physical systems,
such as modeling the behavior of particles under various forces or predicting
the trajectory of celestial bodies.

3. Economics



In economics, numerical analysis helps in optimization problems, such as
maximizing profit or minimizing costs under constraints. Techniques like
linear programming are widely used in this domain.

4. Environmental Science

Numerical methods are utilized in environmental modeling to predict changes
in ecosystems, assess pollution dispersion, and analyze climate change
effects.

Challenges in Numerical Analysis

Despite the powerful tools offered by numerical analysis, several challenges
remain:

1. Stability

Stability refers to how errors propagate through the numerical method. An
unstable method may amplify errors, leading to inaccurate results. Burden and
Faires emphasize the importance of selecting appropriate algorithms based on
the problem's characteristics.

2. Convergence

Convergence is the property of a numerical method to approach the exact
solution as the number of iterations increases. Not all methods converge, and
some may converge slowly. Understanding the conditions for convergence 1is
critical for effective application.

3. Computational Complexity

Many numerical methods require significant computational resources,
especially for large-scale problems. Balancing accuracy and efficiency is a
key consideration for practitioners.

Conclusion

Numerical analysis, as articulated by Burden and Faires, plays a pivotal role
in solving complex mathematical problems across various fields. Through



careful study of error analysis, root finding, numerical integration, and
differentiation, one can develop robust solutions to real-world problems.
Despite the challenges inherent in numerical methods, the ability to
approximate solutions accurately and efficiently makes numerical analysis an
indispensable tool in modern science and engineering.

As technology continues to advance, the relevance of numerical analysis will
only increase, paving the way for new discoveries and innovations across
disciplines. A thorough understanding of the principles laid out in Burden
and Faires' "Numerical Analysis" will equip students and professionals with
the skills necessary to tackle the mathematical challenges of the future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of 'Numerical Analysis' by
Burden and Faires?

The primary focus of 'Numerical Analysis' by Burden and Faires is to provide
methods for solving mathematical problems using numerical techniques,
emphasizing the importance of accuracy, stability, and efficiency in
computations.

How does 'Numerical Analysis' address the concept of
error in computations?

"Numerical Analysis' discusses different types of errors, including
truncation error and round-off error, and provides strategies to minimize
these errors in numerical methods.

What are some common numerical methods covered in
Burden and Faires' book?

Common numerical methods covered include root-finding algorithms,
interpolation, numerical integration, and numerical solutions of differential
equations.

How does the book approach the topic of numerical
stability?

"Numerical Analysis' emphasizes the importance of numerical stability in
algorithms and provides criteria to analyze the stability of various
numerical methods.

What role do algorithms play in the study of
numerical analysis according to Burden and Faires?

Algorithms are central to numerical analysis, as they provide systematic



procedures for performing calculations and solving mathematical problems
efficiently and accurately.

Does 'Numerical Analysis' by Burden and Faires
include practical applications?

Yes, the book includes practical applications of numerical methods in various
fields such as engineering, physics, and computer science, demonstrating
their real-world significance.

What is the significance of convergence in numerical
methods as discussed in the book?

Convergence is crucial in numerical methods as it determines whether a given
method will yield accurate results as the number of iterations increases or
the step size decreases.

Are there exercises included in Burden and Faires'
book for practice?

Yes, 'Numerical Analysis' includes a variety of exercises and problems at the
end of each chapter to reinforce concepts and provide hands-on practice with
numerical methods.

How does the book handle the topic of interpolation?

‘Numerical Analysis' covers various interpolation techniques, including
polynomial interpolation, spline interpolation, and piecewise interpolation,
discussing their applications and limitations.

What is the importance of numerical integration as
presented in Burden and Faires' work?

Numerical integration is important for approximating the value of definite
integrals that cannot be computed analytically, and the book provides methods
such as the trapezoidal rule and Simpson's rule to tackle these problems.
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