
Ohio Occupational Therapy Practice Act Laws
And Rules

Ohio Occupational Therapy Practice Act laws and rules govern the practice of
occupational therapy within the state of Ohio. These regulations are
essential for ensuring that occupational therapy services are delivered
safely and effectively, maintaining high standards of care for patients. This
article delves into the fundamental aspects of the Ohio Occupational Therapy
Practice Act, including its objectives, licensing requirements, scope of
practice, and continuing education mandates.

Overview of the Ohio Occupational Therapy
Practice Act

The Ohio Occupational Therapy Practice Act provides the legal framework for
the practice of occupational therapy in Ohio. It aims to protect the public
by ensuring that individuals practicing occupational therapy are qualified
and adhere to established professional standards. The Act is enforced by the
Ohio Occupational Therapy Section, which is part of the Ohio Board of
Occupational Therapy.

Objectives of the Ohio Occupational Therapy Practice
Act

The primary objectives of the Ohio Occupational Therapy Practice Act include:

1. Public Protection: Ensuring that only qualified individuals provide
occupational therapy services.
2. Licensing and Regulation: Establishing standards for licensure, practice,
and ethics in the field of occupational therapy.
3. Scope of Practice: Defining the roles and responsibilities of occupational
therapists and occupational therapy assistants.
4. Professional Development: Promoting ongoing education and professional
growth within the field.



Licensing Requirements

In Ohio, individuals wishing to practice occupational therapy must obtain a
license from the Occupational Therapy Section. The licensing process includes
several steps designed to ensure that candidates meet the necessary
qualifications.

Eligibility Criteria

To be eligible for licensure, applicants must meet the following criteria:

- Educational Requirements: Applicants must have graduated from an accredited
occupational therapy program. For occupational therapists, this typically
means holding a master’s or doctoral degree, while occupational therapy
assistants must have an associate degree.
- Fieldwork Experience: Candidates must complete a specified number of
supervised fieldwork hours as part of their educational program.
- National Certification: Applicants must pass the National Board for
Certification in Occupational Therapy (NBCOT) examination. This certification
is a prerequisite for state licensure.
- Background Check: A criminal background check is required to ensure the
applicant’s fitness to practice.

Application Process

The application process for obtaining a license in Ohio involves several
steps:

1. Complete the Application: Applicants must fill out the official
application form provided by the Ohio Occupational Therapy Section.
2. Submit Documentation: This includes proof of education, fieldwork, and
certification, along with the application fee.
3. Pass the NBCOT Exam: Applicants must register for and successfully
complete the NBCOT exam.
4. Background Check: Applicants must undergo a state and federal criminal
background check.
5. Receive License: Upon approval of the application and successful
completion of all requirements, a license to practice occupational therapy is
issued.

Scope of Practice

The scope of practice for occupational therapy in Ohio is defined by the Ohio
Occupational Therapy Practice Act. It outlines the roles, responsibilities,



and limitations for occupational therapists and occupational therapy
assistants.

Roles and Responsibilities

Occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants play critical
roles in promoting health and well-being. Their responsibilities include:

- Assessment and Evaluation: Conducting thorough assessments to understand
the needs and abilities of clients.
- Treatment Planning: Developing individualized treatment plans that specify
goals and interventions.
- Intervention Implementation: Carrying out therapeutic interventions to help
clients achieve their goals.
- Documentation and Reporting: Keeping accurate records of client progress
and treatment efficacy.
- Collaboration: Working with other healthcare professionals to provide
comprehensive care.

Limitations of Practice

While occupational therapists have a broad scope of practice, certain
limitations are in place to ensure safe and effective care:

- Diagnosis Limitations: Occupational therapists are not authorized to
diagnose medical conditions; they can only evaluate and treat based on
functional performance.
- Delegation of Responsibilities: Occupational therapy assistants work under
the supervision of licensed occupational therapists and must not perform
tasks outside their scope of practice.
- Adherence to Standards: Practitioners must follow established professional
standards and ethical guidelines in their practice.

Continuing Education Requirements

To maintain licensure, occupational therapists and occupational therapy
assistants in Ohio must participate in ongoing professional development. The
Ohio Occupational Therapy Practice Act mandates specific continuing education
requirements.

Continuing Education Units (CEUs)

- Required Hours: Licensed occupational therapists must complete a minimum of



20 hours of continuing education every two years, while occupational therapy
assistants must complete 12 hours.
- Approved Topics: Continuing education can cover various topics relevant to
occupational therapy practice, including new techniques, research
developments, and ethical practice.
- Documentation: Practitioners must keep records of their continuing
education activities and may be required to submit proof during the renewal
process.

Exemptions and Extensions

Certain exemptions or extensions may apply to continuing education
requirements, including:

- New Graduates: Individuals who have recently graduated and obtained their
first license may be exempt from continuing education for the first renewal
period.
- Health Issues: Practitioners facing significant health issues may apply for
an extension of their continuing education requirements.

Disciplinary Actions and Violations

The Ohio Occupational Therapy Practice Act outlines actions that can lead to
disciplinary measures against licensed practitioners. These actions are put
in place to uphold the integrity of the profession and protect the public.

Common Violations

Some common violations that may result in disciplinary actions include:

- Unethical Conduct: Engaging in behavior that violates professional ethics
or standards.
- Substance Abuse: Practicing while impaired due to substance abuse or
addiction.
- Fraudulent Activities: Committing fraud, such as falsifying patient records
or billing for services not rendered.
- Criminal Convictions: Being convicted of a crime that reflects poorly on
the individual's ability to practice occupational therapy.

Consequences of Violations

Consequences for violating the Ohio Occupational Therapy Practice Act can
range from reprimands to the suspension or revocation of a license. The



severity of the action taken will depend on the nature of the violation and
its impact on patient care.

Conclusion

The Ohio Occupational Therapy Practice Act laws and rules are essential for
ensuring the quality and safety of occupational therapy services in the
state. By establishing clear licensing requirements, defining the scope of
practice, and mandating continuing education, these regulations protect the
public and promote the professionalism of occupational therapists and
occupational therapy assistants. Practitioners must remain informed about
these laws and adhere to them to maintain their licenses and provide the
highest standard of care to their clients. Understanding and complying with
the Ohio Occupational Therapy Practice Act is crucial for all professionals
in the field, ensuring they can effectively contribute to the health and
well-being of the communities they serve.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Ohio Occupational Therapy
Practice Act?
The Ohio Occupational Therapy Practice Act regulates the practice of
occupational therapy in Ohio to ensure public safety and the delivery of
competent care by licensed practitioners.

What are the requirements for obtaining an
occupational therapy license in Ohio?
To obtain a license in Ohio, applicants must complete an accredited
occupational therapy program, pass the National Board for Certification in
Occupational Therapy (NBCOT) exam, and submit a criminal background check.

What is the role of the Ohio Occupational Therapy
Licensure Board?
The Ohio Occupational Therapy Licensure Board oversees the licensing process,
ensures compliance with state laws, addresses complaints against
practitioners, and establishes rules for practice within the state.

How often must occupational therapy licenses be
renewed in Ohio?
In Ohio, occupational therapy licenses must be renewed every two years, with
continuing education requirements to maintain licensure.



What types of continuing education are required for
Ohio occupational therapists?
Ohio occupational therapists must complete at least 20 hours of continuing
education every two years, which can include courses, workshops, and
professional conferences related to occupational therapy.

What are the penalties for practicing occupational
therapy without a valid license in Ohio?
Practicing without a valid license in Ohio can result in fines, criminal
charges, and disciplinary action, including potential revocation of any
existing licenses.

Are there specific rules regarding telehealth
practices for occupational therapy in Ohio?
Yes, Ohio's Occupational Therapy Practice Act includes guidelines for
telehealth services, requiring practitioners to comply with state regulations
and ensure that they provide care that meets the same standards as in-person
services.
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