
Ohio State Self Guided Tour

Ohio State self guided tour offers a unique opportunity for visitors to
explore one of the largest and most prestigious universities in the United
States. The Ohio State University, located in Columbus, Ohio, is not only
known for its academic excellence but also for its stunning campus, rich
history, and vibrant student life. Whether you are a prospective student, a
parent, an alumnus, or a curious traveler, this self-guided tour will help
you navigate the campus and discover its many highlights at your own pace.

Why Choose a Self-Guided Tour?

A self-guided tour offers several advantages:

Flexibility: You can start and end the tour according to your schedule.

Personalized Experience: Explore areas that interest you the most
without being confined to a group itinerary.

Cost-Effective: Self-guided tours are often free or low-cost compared to
guided options.

Time Management: Spend as much or as little time as you want at each
stop.



Planning Your Self-Guided Tour

Before you embark on your Ohio State self-guided tour, it’s essential to plan
ahead. Here are some steps to help you prepare:

1. Research and Map Out Your Route

The Ohio State University campus spans over 1,800 acres, so it's crucial to
have a map or a designated route in mind. Consider the following key
locations:

- The Oval: A central green space popular for relaxation and events.
- The Ohio Union: The university's student activities center, filled with
dining options and event spaces.
- Baker Hall: Home to the College of Arts and Sciences, featuring beautiful
architecture.
- The Wexner Center for the Arts: A contemporary art museum showcasing a
variety of exhibitions.
- Ohio Stadium: Also known as "The Horseshoe," this iconic stadium is home to
the Ohio State Buckeyes football team.

Utilize the official Ohio State University website to access maps and
resources for visitors.

2. Decide on Timing

While the campus is open year-round, certain facilities may have specific
hours of operation. Plan your visit during the week to experience the
bustling student life, and check for any special events or activities
happening on campus. Typically, a self-guided tour can take anywhere from 1.5
to 3 hours, depending on how much time you spend at each location.

3. Gather Resources

You can enhance your tour experience by downloading apps or resources that
provide historical context and current information about the campus. The Ohio
State University has a mobile app that includes a map and details on various
buildings and landmarks.

Must-See Attractions on Your Ohio State Self-



Guided Tour

As you embark on your self-guided tour of Ohio State University, here are
some essential sites to include in your itinerary:

The Oval

The Oval is the heart of the Ohio State campus. With its lush green lawns,
paths, and trees, it serves as a gathering place for students and hosts
numerous events throughout the year. Be sure to take a moment to relax and
soak in the atmosphere.

Ohio Stadium

No visit to Ohio State is complete without a stop at Ohio Stadium. Known for
its distinctive architecture and as the home of the Buckeyes football team,
this stadium has a seating capacity of over 100,000. While you may not be
able to enter during non-game days, the exterior and surrounding area are
worth exploring.

The Ohio Union

The Ohio Union is a vibrant hub for student activities. Inside, you’ll find
dining options, a coffee shop, meeting rooms, and spaces for student
organizations. Don’t forget to check out the murals and artwork that
celebrate the university's history.

The Wexner Center for the Arts

For art enthusiasts, the Wexner Center for the Arts is a must-visit. This
contemporary art center hosts rotating exhibitions, performances, and
lectures. Admission is often free, and the building itself is an
architectural masterpiece.

Thompson Library

Thompson Library is the largest library on campus, offering a vast collection
of resources and study spaces. The architecture is impressive, featuring a
stunning reading room and a rooftop terrace with views of the campus. It is
an excellent spot for those looking to study or simply enjoy a quiet moment.



The Billy Ireland Cartoon Library & Museum

This unique museum is dedicated to the art of cartooning and features a vast
collection of original cartoons, comic strips, and graphic novels. It’s a fun
and educational stop that showcases an often-overlooked aspect of art and
culture.

Tips for an Enjoyable Tour Experience

To make the most of your Ohio State self-guided tour, keep these tips in
mind:

Wear Comfortable Shoes: The campus is large, and you'll likely be1.
walking a lot.

Stay Hydrated: Bring a water bottle, especially during warmer months.2.

Check the Weather: Dress appropriately for the weather conditions on the3.
day of your visit.

Take Your Time: Don't rush through the tour; enjoy the sights and sounds4.
of the campus.

Engage with Students: If you feel comfortable, strike up a conversation5.
with current students to gain insights into campus life.

Conclusion

The Ohio State self-guided tour offers an enriching experience filled with
exploration, education, and inspiration. From iconic landmarks to hidden
gems, the campus has something for everyone. Whether you are contemplating
enrollment, reminiscing about your college days, or simply enjoying a day
out, this self-guided tour allows you to discover the beauty and vibrancy of
Ohio State University at your own pace. So grab your map, put on your walking
shoes, and get ready to explore one of the nation's leading institutions!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main highlights of the Ohio State self-



guided tour?
The main highlights include the Oval, the Ohio Stadium, the Wexner Center for
the Arts, the Thompson Library, and various academic buildings showcasing the
university's architecture and history.

How can I access the Ohio State self-guided tour?
The self-guided tour can be accessed through the Ohio State University
website, where you can find downloadable maps and descriptions of key
locations, or you can use mobile apps designed for campus navigation.

Is there a specific route recommended for the Ohio
State self-guided tour?
Yes, it's recommended to start at the Ohio Union, proceed through the Oval,
visit the library, and then make your way to the stadium, following the
suggested path on the tour map for a comprehensive experience.

Are there any resources available for learning about
the history of Ohio State during the self-guided
tour?
Yes, many buildings and landmarks have informational plaques, and you can
also access audio guides or QR codes that link to historical information
about the university's significant sites.

Can I do the Ohio State self-guided tour at my own
pace?
Absolutely! The self-guided tour is designed for flexibility, allowing you to
explore the campus at your own pace and spend as much time as you like at
each location.
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Explore the Ohio State self-guided tour and uncover the campus's rich history and vibrant culture.
Discover how to navigate the best spots today!
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