Ohio Issue 1 2023 Ballot Language



Issue 1

Proposed Constitutional
Amendment

Elevating the Standards to
Qualify for and to Pass any
Constitutional Amendment

Proposed by Joint Resolution
of the General Assembly

To amend Sections 1b, 1e, and
1g of Article Il and Sections

1 and 3 of Article XVI of the
Constitution of the State

of Ohio

A majority yes vote is
necessary for the amendment
to pass.

The proposed amendment would:

« Require that any proposed

amendment to the Constitution of the
State of Ohio receive the approval of

at least 60 percent of eligible voters
voting on the proposed amendment.

« Require that any initiative petition
filed on or after January 1, 2024 with
the Secretary of State proposing to
amend the Constitution of the State

of Ohio be signed by at least five
percent of the eligible voters of each

county in the state.

« Specify that additional signatures

may not be added to an initiative
petition filed with the Secretary of
State on or after January 1, 2024
proposing to amend the Constitution
of the State of Ohio.

If passed, the amendment shall be effective
immediately.

SHALL THE AMENDMENT BE
APPROVED?

O Yes
O No




Ohio Issue 1 2023 ballot language refers to the specific wording and implications of a significant
measure that was presented to voters in Ohio during the 2023 election cycle. This particular ballot
initiative was aimed at amending the Ohio Constitution and has sparked considerable debate among
residents regarding its potential impact on various social and political issues within the state. This
article will provide a comprehensive overview of Ohio Issue 1, including its background, proposed

changes, implications for voters, and the reactions it has generated.

Background of Ohio Issue 1

Ohio Issue 1 was placed on the ballot as part of an ongoing effort to address critical issues within the
state, including voting rights, reproductive health, and the balance of power between state government
and individual liberties. The proposal emerged amidst a national discussion on similar issues, reflecting

broader trends in American politics.

Historical Context

- Voting Rights: Over the past several years, there has been a growing national movement to secure
voting rights and protect against perceived voter suppression tactics. This movement has influenced
various state-level initiatives, including those in Ohio.

- Reproductive Rights: The changing landscape of reproductive rights in the United States has
prompted many states, including Ohio, to re-evaluate their existing laws and regulations regarding
abortion and related health services.

- Political Climate: The political environment in Ohio has been marked by partisan divides, with both

major parties seeking to influence voter turnout and preferences through ballot initiatives.



Proposed Changes in Ohio Issue 1

The language of Ohio Issue 1 proposed several key amendments to the state's constitution.

Understanding the specific wording and implications of these changes is crucial for voters.

Key Amendments

1. Voting Access: The amendment aimed to expand access to voting by implementing measures such
as:

- Automatic voter registration

- Extended early voting periods

- Options for no-excuse absentee voting

2. Reproductive Rights: This aspect of the proposal sought to:
- Establish explicit protections for reproductive health choices
- Ensure that individuals have the right to make decisions regarding their reproductive health without

state interference

3. Government Accountability: The language included provisions to increase transparency in
government actions, including:
- Mandating public disclosure of campaign financing

- Strengthening ethics laws for elected officials

Specific Wording of the Ballot Language

The ballot language was crafted to be clear and direct, ensuring that voters could easily understand

what they were voting on. It included the following components:



- Title: A succinct title summarizing the initiative, such as "Ohio Voting and Reproductive Rights
Amendment."

- Summary: A brief overview outlining the key elements of the proposal, ensuring that voters had a
clear understanding of the amendments.

- Full Text: A detailed explanation of each amendment, including the legal implications and any

potential effects on existing laws.

Implications for Voters

Understanding the implications of Ohio Issue 1 is essential for voters as they approach the ballot box.
The proposed changes carry significant potential consequences for the state's political landscape and

citizens' rights.

Impact on Voting Rights

- Increased Participation: By expanding access to voting, proponents argue that more citizens will
engage in the electoral process, leading to higher voter turnout and a more representative democracy.
- Reduction of Barriers: The measures aimed to eliminate barriers that disproportionately affect
marginalized communities, ensuring that all Ohioans have an equal opportunity to participate in

elections.

Reproductive Rights Considerations

- Protection Against Restrictive Laws: Advocates for reproductive rights suggested that the amendment
would safeguard against potential future efforts to restrict access to reproductive health services.
- Public Health Implications: Ensuring access to reproductive health services has broader implications

for public health, particularly for women and families in Ohio.



Government Transparency and Accountability

- Enhanced Trust: By increasing transparency in government operations and campaign financing, the
initiative aimed to restore public trust in elected officials and the political process.
- Deterrent Against Corruption: Stronger ethics laws were seen as a means to deter corruption and

improve accountability among public servants.

Public Reaction and Debate

The introduction of Ohio Issue 1 generated a wide range of reactions from the public, advocacy
groups, and political leaders. Supporters and opponents framed their arguments in various ways,

contributing to a heated debate.

Supporters' Arguments

- Empowerment: Proponents emphasized the importance of empowering voters and ensuring that their
voices are heard in the political process.
- Social Justice: Many supporters framed the initiative as a necessary step towards achieving social

justice, particularly in relation to reproductive rights and voting access.

Opponents' Concerns

- Potential for Abuse: Critics raised concerns about the potential for unintended consequences, arguing
that some provisions could be manipulated or lead to legal challenges.
- Political Motivations: Some opponents suggested that the initiative was driven by partisan motivations

rather than genuine concern for the rights of Ohioans, questioning the integrity of the proposal.



Conclusion

Ohio Issue 1 represents a pivotal moment in the state's political landscape, encapsulating the ongoing
debates surrounding voting rights, reproductive health, and government accountability. The ballot
language, carefully crafted to communicate the proposed changes, has generated significant public
interest and discourse. As Ohioans approached the polls, the implications of this initiative resonated

deeply, reflecting broader national trends and concerns.

Ultimately, the outcome of Ohio Issue 1 will not only shape the state's constitution but will also
influence the broader political climate in Ohio and beyond. Voters were called to consider not only the
immediate effects of the proposed amendments but also their long-term implications for the rights and
responsibilities of individuals within the state. As with all ballot initiatives, the engagement of the
electorate in understanding and discussing these issues is crucial for the health of democracy in Ohio

and the nation as a whole.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Ohio Issue 1 on the 2023 ballot?

Ohio Issue 1 is a proposed constitutional amendment that aims to change the threshold for passing

constitutional amendments in the state from a simple majority to 60% of the vote.

Why is Ohio Issue 1 significant?

The significance of Ohio Issue 1 lies in its potential impact on future ballot initiatives, making it more
challenging for citizens to amend the state constitution, which could affect various political and social

issues.



Who supports Ohio Issue 1?9

Supporters of Ohio Issue 1 include some Republican lawmakers and organizations that argue it will

protect the state constitution from being changed too easily by transient majorities.

Who opposes Ohio Issue 1?2

Opponents of Ohio Issue 1 include various grassroots organizations and Democrats who argue that it

undermines direct democracy and makes it harder for citizens to have their voices heard.

What are the potential consequences if Ohio Issue 1 passes?

If Ohio Issue 1 passes, it could set a precedent for future ballot initiatives, requiring a higher threshold

for approval, which may deter grassroots movements and limit the ability of citizens to enact change.

How does Ohio Issue 1 relate to previous ballot measures?

Ohio Issue 1 is seen as a response to previous successful ballot measures that have been passed
with simple majorities, leading to concerns among some lawmakers about the ease of changing the

state constitution.

What has the polling data indicated about Ohio Issue 1?

Polling data regarding Ohio Issue 1 has shown mixed results, with some surveys indicating a slight

majority in favor while others reflect significant public opposition.

What arguments are made by proponents of Ohio Issue 1?

Proponents argue that raising the threshold to 60% will ensure that only widely supported measures

can change the constitution, thereby preserving its integrity and stability.

What arguments are made by opponents of Ohio Issue 19

Opponents argue that Ohio Issue 1 would disenfranchise voters and make it difficult for necessary

reforms to pass, thus hindering the democratic process.
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Explore the Ohio Issue 1 2023 ballot language and its implications for voters. Discover how this
measure could impact your community. Learn more now!
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