Occupational Therapy Salary Mississippi

Pediatric Occupational Therapist Ot Jobs In Mississippi

As of December 2023, there are 30 Pediatric Occupational Therapist Ot Job Openings in

Mississippi
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Occupational therapy salary Mississippi is a topic of considerable interest
for aspiring occupational therapists and those currently practicing in the
state. As healthcare continues to evolve, understanding the financial aspects
of a chosen profession is crucial for planning one's career. This article
delves into various facets of occupational therapy salaries in Mississippi,
including factors that influence earnings, comparisons with national
averages, and the job outlook in this rewarding field.

Understanding Occupational Therapy in
Mississippi

Occupational therapy (0T) is a vital healthcare profession focused on
enabling individuals to participate in daily activities despite physical,
mental, or emotional challenges. In Mississippi, occupational therapists work
in various settings, including hospitals, rehabilitation centers, schools,
and private practices.

Role of Occupational Therapists

Occupational therapists assess patients' needs and develop personalized
treatment plans. Their roles include:

1. Evaluating patients' abilities and challenges.
2. Designing and implementing therapeutic interventions.



3. Educating patients and their families about managing disabilities.

4. Collaborating with other healthcare professionals to ensure comprehensive
care.

5. Advocating for patients’ needs and rights.

Salary Overview

When analyzing the occupational therapy salary Mississippi, several factors
come into play, including education, experience, and location.

Average Salary in Mississippi

As of the latest figures, the average salary for occupational therapists in
Mississippi is approximately $74,000 per year. However, this figure can vary
significantly based on several factors:

- Entry-level positions may start around $55,000.

- Experienced therapists can earn upwards of $90,000 or more.

- Specialty areas within occupational therapy, such as pediatrics or
geriatrics, may also affect salaries.

Comparison with National Averages

To provide context for the salary figures in Mississippi, it is helpful to
compare them with national averages:

- The national average salary for occupational therapists is around $88,000
per year.

- Mississippi's average falls below the national average, which is not
uncommon in states with lower costs of living.

Factors Influencing Salary

Several factors can impact the salary of occupational therapists in
Mississippi. Understanding these can help professionals make informed
decisions about their careers.

1. Education and Credentials

Occupational therapists typically need a master's or doctoral degree in
occupational therapy. Additional certifications and specializations can also



enhance earning potential.

- Entry-Level: A master’s degree in OT is required, which can lead to an
initial salary of around $55,000.

- Advanced Credentials: Obtaining certifications such as the Occupational
Therapist Registered (OTR) can increase job opportunities and salary.

2. Experience Level

Experience plays a significant role in salary determination. As therapists

gain more experience, they often take on more responsibilities and can

command higher salaries.

- 0-2 Years: $55,000 - $65,000

- 3-5 Years: $65,000 - $80,000
6+ Years: $80,000 - $90,000+

3. Geographic Location

Salaries can vary significantly within Mississippi based on geographic
location. Urban areas typically offer higher salaries compared to rural
regions due to a higher cost of living and a greater demand for healthcare
services.

- Jackson: As the state capital, offers some of the highest salaries.
- Smaller Towns: May offer lower salaries, but often have a lower cost of
living.

4. Work Setting

The setting in which an occupational therapist works can also influence
salary. Different environments can offer varying compensation packages:

- Hospitals and Rehabilitation Centers: Generally pay the highest.

- Schools: May offer lower salaries but provide additional benefits like
summers off.

- Private Practice: Potential for high earnings but may require more business
acumen.

Job Outlook for Occupational Therapy in
Mississippi



The job outlook for occupational therapists in Mississippi is positive, with
the Bureau of Labor Statistics projecting a growth rate of 18% for the
profession nationally from 2020 to 2030. Factors contributing to this growth
include:

- An aging population requiring rehabilitation services.

- Increased awareness of mental health issues leading to a demand for
occupational therapy.

- Expanding roles within schools and community health programs.

Job Opportunities in Mississippi

Occupational therapists can find job opportunities in various settings,
including:

1. Hospitals: Acute care, rehabilitation units.

2. Outpatient Clinics: Specializing in orthopedic or neurological
rehabilitation.

3. Schools: Working with children with special needs.

4. Home Health: Providing therapy services in patients' homes.

5. Long-Term Care Facilities: Assisting elderly patients with daily living
activities.

Benefits and Perks of Occupational Therapy Jobs

In addition to competitive salaries, occupational therapists in Mississippi
often enjoy various benefits that enhance their overall compensation package:

- Health Insurance: Many employers offer comprehensive health coverage.
- Retirement Plans: Options such as 401(k) or pension plans.

- Paid Time Off: Vacation days, sick leave, and holidays.

- Continuing Education: Many employers support continued education and
professional development, which can lead to further salary increases.

Conclusion

In summary, the occupational therapy salary Mississippi reflects a range of
factors, including education, experience, geographic location, and work
setting. While the average salary may be lower than the national average, the
growing demand for occupational therapy services presents promising job
prospects and opportunities for advancement. For those considering a career
in occupational therapy, understanding these dynamics can aid in making
informed decisions and maximizing career potential in this fulfilling field.
The combination of a meaningful career and competitive compensation makes
occupational therapy a worthy pursuit for many health professionals in



Mississippi.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average salary for occupational
therapists in Mississippi?

As of 2023, the average salary for occupational therapists in Mississippi is
approximately $75,000 per year.

How does the salary of occupational therapists in
Mississippi compare to the national average?

The average salary for occupational therapists in Mississippi is generally
lower than the national average, which is around $85,000 per year.

What factors influence occupational therapy salaries
in Mississippi?

Factors include years of experience, type of employer (hospital vs. private
practice), and geographic location within the state.

Are there any cities in Mississippl where
occupational therapists earn higher salaries?

Yes, cities like Jackson and Gulfport often offer higher salaries compared to
rural areas due to demand and cost of living.

What is the salary range for entry-level
occupational therapists in Mississippi?

Entry-level occupational therapists in Mississippi typically earn between
$60,000 and $70,000 per year.

Do occupational therapists in Mississippl receive
benefits in addition to their salary?

Yes, many occupational therapists receive benefits such as health insurance,
retirement plans, and paid time off.

How does experience impact the salary of
occupational therapists in Mississippi?

Experienced occupational therapists can earn significantly more, with
salaries reaching up to $90,000 or more depending on their expertise and
specialization.



What are the job prospects for occupational
therapists in Mississippi?

Job prospects are generally positive, with a growing demand for occupational
therapy services in various healthcare settings.

What educational qualifications are needed for
occupational therapists in Mississippi?

To become an occupational therapist in Mississippi, one must obtain a
master’s or doctoral degree in occupational therapy and pass the national
certification exam.
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Occupational health

Jun 12, 2025 - Occupational health is an area of work in public health to promote and maintain
highest degree of physical, mental and social well-being of workers in all occupations. Its objectives
are: the maintenance and promotion of workers' health and working capacity; the improvement of
working conditions and the working environment to become conducive to ...

Occupational hazards in the health sector : Training slides

Mar 6, 2025 - Overview Following the publication of our Caring for those who care: Guide for the
development and implementation of occupational health and safety programmes for health workers,
we have created a set of standard training slides to support learning and application. These slides
have been actively used in training sessions, providing valuable insights and ...

Occupational hazards in the health sector
This e-tool is intended for use by people in charge of occupational health and safety for health
workers at the national, subnational and facility levels.

A life in motion: Lyle’s journey as an Occupational Therapist

Mar 26, 2025 - Occupational therapy is a client-centred health profession concerned with promoting
health and wellbeing through occupation. The primary goal of occupational therapy is to enable
people to participate in the activities of everyday life.

Occupational health: health workers - World Health Organization ...

Nov 7, 2022 - Safeguarding the health, safety and well-being of health workers is fundamental for
well-functioning and resilient health systems. Health workers face a range of occupational risks
associated with biological, chemical, physical, ergonomic and psychosocial hazards including
violence, affecting the safety of both health workers and patients. The protection of health, ...

Occupational injuries - World Health Organization (WHO)
Occupational injuries Common injuries among health workers are slips, trips and falls, road traffic
injuries (ambulance crashes, motorbike and bicycle injuries), electric shock, explosions and fire.

Burn-out an "occupational phenomenon": International ...

May 28, 2019 - Burn-out is included in the 11th Revision of the International Classification of
Diseases (ICD-11) as an occupational phenomenon. It is not classified as a medical condition.It is
described in the chapter: ‘Factors influencing health status or contact with health services’ - which
includes reasons for which people contact health services but that are not classed as illnesses ...

Guidelines for HIV post-exposure prophylaxis
Jul 22, 2024 - WHO’s updated PEP guidelines prioritize broader access to PEP, including community-



based delivery and task sharing to mitigate barriers such as stigma and to ensure timely access post
exposure. PEP involves administering antiretroviral (ARV) medication after potential HIV exposure
to prevent infection.

Occupational health

Jun 1, 2023 - Occupational health deals with all aspects of health and safety in the workplace and
has a strong focus on primary prevention of hazards. The health of the workers has several
determinants, including risk factors at the workplace leading to cancers, accidents, musculoskeletal
diseases, respiratory diseases, hearing loss, circulatory diseases, stress ...

Protecting health and safety of health workers

Providing occupational health and safety measures for protecting health workers and is also
fundamental for well-functioning and resilient health systems, quality of care and maintaining a
productive health workforce.

Explore the occupational therapy salary in Mississippi and discover key factors influencing earnings.
Learn more about career opportunities and growth potential today!
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