Oasis Surgical Wound Cheat Sheet

Surgical Wounds

A Helpful “M1340 Cheat Sheet”
for OASIS reporting

Is it a surgical wound under OASIS criteria?

Cwo

* Abscess treated with incision and drain
anfy if a drain has been placed

* Orthopedic pin sites

= Central line sites, Mediport sites, and
implanted venous access device even
if the implantation site has healed.
Device does not need to be functional
or accessed.

* Implanted infusion device (even if not
presently functional)

# Peritoneal dialysis catheter, AV shunt

= Muscle flap, skin advancement flap, or

rotational flap to surgically replace a
pressure ulcer

» Shave, punch, or excisional biopsy to
remove/diagnose lesions

» Skin graft denor site

* Surgical procedure performed via
arthroscopy

» Paracentesis site (if drain placed)

» Wound created when ostomy is reversed

or taken down

* 1&D ondy if there was excision of ne-

crotic mass, mesh, or other appliances or

structures (bevond simple [&D)

# Surgical repair of traumatic injury

such as mptured organs, tomn tendons,

ligaments, or muscles, and fractures

(beyond simple suture of traum atic

laceration)

* LVAD exit site

* [ncision or “cut down™ created to
perform procedure per femoral sheath

* All ostomies

* An ostomy site closing on its own

(without surgical reversal)

# Chest tube site with or without a drain/

tube

* The surgical line around a fresh ostomy

stoma (the peristomal or mucocutaneous

suture line)

* Debridement (does not change a burn,

pressure ulcer, stasis ulcer, or fraumatic

wound into a surgical wound)

* Simple [&D

» Cardiac catheterization performed via
needle puncture (even if stent placed)

* PICCs (even if insertion required
fluoroscopy)

» Implanted pacemakers/finternal defibrilla
tors (after original incizion has healed)

» External infiision devics infusmg meds SQ

= Arthrocentesis, thoracentesis, and para-
centesis sites utilized for simple aspiration
of fluid

* Peripheral I'Vs sutured m place

# Pressure ulcer sutured shut

* Sutured traumatic lacerations

= Catarac surgery

+ Gynecological surgery via vaginal
approach

» Skin grafl recipient site

+= Enterocutanecus fistula

# Pressure ulcers treated with skin graft or
surgical debridement

# Abscess that has been incised/drained

without placement of drain

Surgeries to mucous membranes

VP shunt after original incision heals

Removal of callus

Removal or simple excision of toenail

Oasis surgical wound cheat sheet is an invaluable resource for healthcare professionals involved
in wound care management. This cheat sheet serves as a quick reference guide for best practices,
essential techniques, and key considerations when dealing with surgical wounds. Whether you are a
nurse, a surgeon, or a medical student, having a comprehensive understanding of surgical wound
care is crucial for promoting optimal healing and preventing complications.



Understanding Surgical Wounds

Surgical wounds are injuries that occur as a result of surgical procedures. They can range from minor
incisions to extensive surgical openings. Understanding the different types of surgical wounds is key
to effective management and care.

Types of Surgical Wounds

1. Incisional Wounds: These are the most common types of surgical wounds, created by surgical
incisions.

2. Lacerations: These are irregular wounds that may occur during surgical procedures.

3. Abrasions: These superficial wounds involve the loss of the outer layer of skin.

4. Penetrating Wounds: These occur when an object pierces the skin and enters deeper tissues.

Wound Healing Phases

Understanding the phases of wound healing is essential for effective management. The healing
process generally consists of three phases:

1. Inflammatory Phase: This initial phase lasts for about 3-5 days and is characterized by redness,
swelling, and pain. The body works to prevent infection and begins the healing process.

2. Proliferative Phase: Lasting from days 4 to 21, this phase involves tissue formation and wound
contraction as new cells are generated to close the wound.

3. Maturation Phase: This final phase can last for months to years, during which the wound matures
and strengthens.

Essential Components of the Oasis Surgical Wound
Cheat Sheet

To effectively utilize the oasis surgical wound cheat sheet, it is essential to understand its core
components. The cheat sheet typically includes information on assessment, dressing selection, and
care protocols.

Wound Assessment

A thorough wound assessment is critical for developing an appropriate care plan. Key elements to
consider include:

- Wound Size: Measure length, width, and depth.
- Wound Bed: Evaluate the color, texture, and presence of necrotic tissue.
- Exudate: Note the type (serous, purulent, or sanguineous) and amount of drainage.



- Surrounding Skin: Check for signs of infection, erythema, or maceration.
- Pain Level: Assess the patient's pain using appropriate scales.

Dressing Selection

Choosing the right dressing is crucial in surgical wound care. The oasis surgical wound cheat sheet
offers guidelines for selecting appropriate dressings based on the wound's characteristics:

- Hydrocolloid Dressings: Ideal for low to moderate exudate wounds, providing a moist environment.
- Foam Dressings: Suitable for moderate to high exudate, offering cushioning and absorption.

- Alginate Dressings: Best for highly exudative wounds, derived from seaweed and promoting a gel-
like environment.

- Transparent Film Dressings: Useful for superficial wounds, allowing for moisture retention while
being impermeable to bacteria.

Wound Care Protocols

Follow these standardized wound care protocols outlined in the oasis surgical wound cheat sheet to
ensure effective healing:

1. Pre-Procedure Preparation

- Wash hands thoroughly and apply gloves.
- Gather necessary supplies, including sterilized dressings, scissors, and saline.
- Assess the patient's medical history and any allergies.

2. Wound Cleaning

- Use saline to gently cleanse the wound, removing any debris or exudate.
- Avoid using hydrogen peroxide or alcohol, as these can damage healthy tissue.

3. Application of Dressings

- Apply an appropriate dressing based on the wound assessment.
- Ensure the dressing is securely adhered but not overly tight to avoid compromising circulation.

4. Monitoring and Follow-Up

- Regularly assess the wound during dressing changes.



- Monitor for signs of infection, such as increased redness, swelling, or purulent discharge.
- Schedule follow-up appointments to evaluate healing progress.

Common Complications in Surgical Wound Care

Despite best practices, complications can arise during the healing process. Being aware of these
issues is vital for prompt intervention.

1. Infection

Signs of infection may include:
- Increased redness and swelling

- Presence of pus or foul-smelling drainage
- Fever and increased pain

2. Dehiscence

This is the partial or total separation of the wound edges. Risk factors include:
- Inadequate surgical technique

- Increased intra-abdominal pressure
- Obesity or malnutrition

3. Necrosis

Tissue death can occur due to inadequate blood supply or infection. Prevention includes:

- Regular monitoring of the wound
- Proper dressing techniques

Patient Education and Involvement

Educating patients about their role in wound care is paramount for successful outcomes. Key points to
cover include:

- Importance of following care instructions

- Recognizing signs of infection

- Keeping the wound clean and dry

- Avoiding activities that may stress the wound site



Conclusion

The oasis surgical wound cheat sheet is a vital tool for healthcare professionals involved in wound
care management. By understanding the types of surgical wounds, phases of healing, and following
standardized protocols, medical staff can promote optimal healing and reduce complications.
Incorporating patient education into the wound care process can further enhance recovery outcomes.
With the right knowledge and resources, surgical wound management can be significantly improved,
leading to better patient care and satisfaction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Oasis Surgical Wound Cheat Sheet?

The Oasis Surgical Wound Cheat Sheet is a quick reference guide designed for healthcare
professionals to assist in the management and assessment of surgical wounds using the OASIS
(Outcome and Assessment Information Set) methodology.

Why is the OASIS Surgical Wound Cheat Sheet important?

It provides standardized guidelines for wound assessment and documentation, ensuring consistency
in care and improving patient outcomes by promoting best practices in wound management.

Who can benefit from using the OASIS Surgical Wound Cheat
Sheet?

Nurses, wound care specialists, and other healthcare providers involved in surgical care can benefit
from the cheat sheet to enhance their knowledge and efficiency in wound assessment and treatment.

What key components are included in the OASIS Surgical
Wound Cheat Sheet?

The cheat sheet typically includes sections on wound assessment parameters, staging of wounds,
recommended interventions, and documentation guidelines.

How does the OASIS framework improve wound care
practices?

The OASIS framework standardizes the assessment process, helps identify patient needs accurately,
and facilitates communication among healthcare providers, ultimately leading to better wound care
management.

Are there specific types of wounds that the OASIS Surgical
Wound Cheat Sheet addresses?

Yes, it addresses various types of surgical wounds, including acute postoperative wounds, chronic
non-healing wounds, and pressure ulcers, providing tailored assessment and treatment
recommendations for each.



Can the OASIS Surgical Wound Cheat Sheet be used in
outpatient settings?

Yes, the cheat sheet is applicable in both inpatient and outpatient settings, helping providers deliver
consistent and effective wound care across different healthcare environments.

How often should the OASIS Surgical Wound Cheat Sheet be
updated?

It should be updated regularly to reflect the latest evidence-based practices, guidelines, and
technological advancements in wound care to ensure that healthcare professionals have access to the
most current information.

Where can healthcare professionals access the OASIS Surgical
Wound Cheat Sheet?

The cheat sheet can often be found through professional healthcare organizations, wound care
associations, or as part of electronic health record systems, and may also be available for download
from reputable medical websites.
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Discover the ultimate Oasis surgical wound cheat sheet for effective wound care management.
Enhance your skills and ensure optimal patient outcomes. Learn more!
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