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NYS LPN SCOPE OF PRACTICE IS A CRUCIAL TOPIC FOR LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSES (LPNSs) IN New YoRrk STATE.
(UNDERSTANDING THE SCOPE OF PRACTICE ENSURES THAT LPNS OPERATE WITHIN THE LEGAL BOUNDARIES OF THEIR PROFESSION
WHILE PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY CARE TO THEIR PATIENTS. THIS ARTICLE WILL ELUCIDATE THE NYS LPN SCOPE OF PRACTICE,
INCLUDING THE ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES, THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK, AND THE EDUCATION AND LICENSING REQUIREMENTS FOR
LPNs.

UNDERSTANDING THE LPN ScopPe oF PRACTICE IN NEw YORK STATE

THE SCOPE OF PRACTICE FOR LPNSs IS DEFINED BY THE NEW Y ORK STATE NURSE PRACTICE ACT. THIS ACT OUTLINES THE
FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF LPNS, ENSURING THAT THEY PROVIDE SAFE AND EFFECTIVE CARE. THE LPN scope oF
PRACTICE INCLUDES VARIOUS ASPECTS OF PATIENT CARE, WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL FOR BOTH PATIENT SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTABILITY.

RoLes AND ResponsiBILITIES oF LPNs

LPNS PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN THE HEALTHCARE SYSTEM. THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES CAN VARY SIGNIFICANTLY DEPENDING ON THEIR
\WORK ENVIRONMENT, BUT GENERALLY INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING!

ADMINISTERING MEDICATIONS AND INJECTIONS

® MONITORING PATIENTS’ VITAL SIGNS

ASSISTING WITH DAILY LIVING ACTIVITIES

PROVIDING BASIC NURSING CARE AND COMFORT



PERFORMING WOUND CARE AND DRESSING CHANGES

e COLLECTING PATIENT DATA AND REPORTING CHANGES TO REGISTERED NURSES (RNS) OR PHYSICIANS
e ASSISTING WITH DIAGNOSTIC TESTS AND PROCEDURES

e EDUCATING PATIENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES ABOUT HEALTH MANAGEMENT AND DISEASE PREVENTION

\W/HILE LPNS HAVE A BROAD RANGE OF RESPONSIBILITIES, IT IS CRUCIAL TO UNDERSTAND THAT THEY MUST WORK UNDER THE
SUPERVISION OF RNS OR PHYSICIANS. THE COLLABORATIVE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LPNs AND RNS IS ESSENTIAL FOR
DELIVERING COMPREHENSIVE PATIENT CARE.

LeGcAL FRAMEWORK GOVERNING LPN PRACTICE

THe New York STATE NURSE PRACTICE ACT IS THE FUNDAMENTAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK THAT GOVERNS THE PRACTICE OF
LPNs. KEY ELEMENTS OF THE ACT INCLUDE:

1. DEFINITION OF PRACTICE: THE ACT CLEARLY DEFINES WHAT CONSTITUTES NURSING PRACTICE AND DELINEATES THE
BOUNDARIES OF LPN RESPONSIBILITIES.

2. SUPERVISION REQUIREMENTS: LPNS MUST ALWAYS WORK UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF AN RN OR PHYSICIAN. THIS ENSURES
THAT PATIENT CARE IS DELIVERED ACCORDING TO ESTABLISHED STANDARDS AND PROTOCOLS.

3. PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES: CERTAIN ACTIVITIES ARE PROHIBITED FOR LPNS, WHICH INCLUDE:

- PERFORMING ASSESSMENTS THAT REQUIRE CLINICAL JUDGMENT

- DEVELOPING NURSING CARE PLANS

- ADMINISTERING INTRAVENOUS MEDICATIONS (EXCEPT IN SPECIFIC, LIMITED CIRCUMSTANCES)

- PERFORMING COMPLEX MEDICAL PROCEDURES

UNDERSTANDING THESE LEGAL BOUNDARIES IS ESSENTIAL FOR LPNS TO AVOID UNINTENTIONAL VIOLATIONS THAT COULD
JEOPARDIZE THEIR LICENSURE.

EDUCATION AND LICENSING REQUIREMENTS FOR LLPNs IN NEw YORKk STATE

To PRACTICE AS AN LPN IN NEw YORK, INDIVIDUALS MUST MEET SPECIFIC EDUCATIONAL AND LICENSING REQUIREMENTS. THESE
REQUIREMENTS ENSURE THAT LPNS ARE ADEQUATELY PREPARED TO FULFILL THEIR ROLES WITHIN THE HEALTHCARE SYSTEM.

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

To BeCOME AN LPN, CANDIDATES MUST COMPLETE A STATE-APPROVED PRACTICAL NURSING PROGRAM. THESE PROGRAMS
TYPICALLY TAKE ABOUT 12 TO 18 MONTHS AND INCLUDE BOTH CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION AND CLINICAL PRACTICE. KEY AREAS
OF STUDY INCLUDE:

- NURSING FUNDAMENTALS

- PHARMACOLOGY

- ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY

- NUTRITION

- MEDICAL-SURGICAL NURSING

- MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH NURSING
- MENTAL HEALTH NURSING

AFTER COMPLETING THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM, GRADUATES ARE ELIGIBLE TO SIT FOR THE NCLEX-PN ExAM.



LICENSING REQUIREMENTS

AFTER SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETING THE EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS, THE NEXT STEP IS OBTAINING LICENSURE. THE PROCESS
INVOLVES:

1. APPLYING FOR LICENSURE: CANDIDATES MUST SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO THE NEW YORK STATE BOARD OF NURSING
ALONG WITH THE REQUIRED FEE.

2. PAssING THE NCLEX-PN: THIS NATIONAL LICENSING EXAMINATION TESTS CANDIDATES ON THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS
RELEVANT TO PRACTICAL NURSING.

3. BACKkGROUND CHECK: APPLICANTS MUST UNDERGO A CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK AS PART OF THE LICENSING PROCESS.
4. CONTINUING EDUCATION: TO MAINTAIN LICENSURE, LPNS MUST COMPLETE CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS
PERIODICALLY. THIS ENSURES THAT THEY STAY UPDATED WITH THE LATEST PRACTICES AND STANDARDS IN NURSING.

CONTINUING EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

CONTINUING EDUCATION IS VITAL FOR LPNS TO REMAIN COMPETENT AND KNOWLEDGEABLE IN THEIR FIELD. IN NEW YORK STATE,
LPNs ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE A MINIMUM OF 30 HOURS OF CONTINUING EDUCATION EVERY THREE YEARS. THIS CAN
INCLUDE:

- ATTENDING WORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS

- TAKING ONLINE COURSES

- PARTICIPATING IN PROFESSIONAL NURSING ORGANIZATIONS
- ENGAGING IN SELF-DIRECTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES

STAYING CURRENT WITH CONTINUING EDUCATION NOT ONLY HELPS LPNS FULFILL LICENSING REQUIREMENTS BUT ALSO ENHANCES
THEIR SKILLS AND IMPROVES PATIENT CARE OUTCOMES.

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND RESOURCES

JOINING PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS CAN PROVIDE LPNS WITH VALUABLE RESOURCES, NET\WORKING OPPORTUNITIES, AND
CONTINUING EDUCATION OPTIONS. SOME NOTABLE ORGANIZATIONS INCLUDE:

- New York STATE ASSOCIATION OF LICENSED PRACTICAL NUrses (NYSALPN): THIS ORGANIZATION ADVOCATES FOR
LPNs AND PROVIDES RESOURCES FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

- NATIONAL FEDERATION OF LIceENSED PracTICAL NUrses (NFLPN): A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION THAT SUPPORTS LPNs
THROUGH ADVOCACY, EDUCATION, AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES.

- AMERICAN NURSES AssociATION (ANA): WHILE PRIMARILY FOR REGISTERED NURSES, ANA OFFERS RESOURCES THAT CAN
BENEFIT LPNS IN THEIR PROFESSIONAL JOURNEY.

CoNCLUSION

(UNDERSTANDING THE NYS LPN SCOPE OF PRACTICE IS ESSENTIAL FOR EVERY LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSE WORKING IN NEW Y ORK
STATE. BY BEING AWARE OF THEIR ROLES, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK GOVERNING THEIR PRACTICE, LPNs
CAN DELIVER SAFE AND EFFECTIVE PATIENT CARE WHILE MAINTAINING THEIR PROFESSIONAL INTEGRITY. ADDITIONALLY, PURSUING
ONGOING EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WILL HELP LPNS STAY CURRENT IN A RAPIDLY CHANGING HEALTHCARE
ENVIRONMENT. AS THE HEALTHCARE LANDSCAPE EVOLVES, LPNs’ ADAPTABILITY AND COMMITMENT TO LEARNING WILL PLAY A
PIVOTAL ROLE IN ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF CARE PROVIDED TO PATIENTS ACROSS NEW YORK STATE.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE LPN scoPE oF PRACTICE IN NEw YORK STATE?

THe LPN scope oF PRACTICE IN NEW YORK STATE INCLUDES PROVIDING BASIC NURSING CARE, ADMINISTERING MEDICATIONS,
MONITORING PATIENT VITALS, AND ASSISTING WITH ACTIVITIES OF DAILY LIVING UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A REGISTERED
NURSE OR PHYSICIAN.

CAN LPNs IN NEw YORK STATE INITIATE |V THERAPY?

LPNs IN NEw YORKk STATE ARE NOT PERMITTED TO INITIATE |V THERAPY. THEY CAN, HOWEVER, ADMINISTER |V MEDICATIONS
IF THEY HAVE RECEIVED PROPER TRAINING AND SUPERVISION.

ARE LPNs ALLOWED TO PERFORM ASSESSMENTS IN NEW Y ORk?

LPNSs CAN PERFORM BASIC ASSESSMENTS AS PART OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES, BUT COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENTS MUST BE
CONDUCTED BY A REGISTERED NURSE OR PHYSICIAN.

\WHAT TYPES OF MEDICATIONS CAN LPNs ADMINISTER IN NEW Y ORK?

LPNs CAN ADMINISTER ORAL, TOPICAL, AND CERTAIN INJECTABLE MEDICATIONS, BUT THEY MUST FOLLOW THE GUIDELINES
ESTABLISHED BY THEIR EMPLOYER AND COMPLY WITH NEW YORK STATE REGULATIONS.

IS DOCUMENTATION A PART OF THE LPN’s RESPONSIBILITIES IN NEW Y ORK?

YES, LPNS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR DOCUMENTING PATIENT CARE, MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION, AND ANY CHANGES IN PATIENT
CONDITION IN ACCORDANCE WITH FACILITY POLICIES.

CAN LPNs IN NEW YORK LEAD A NURSING TEAM?

LPNS CANNOT LEAD A NURSING TEAM, THEY W ORK UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF REGISTERED NURSES AND ARE NOT AUTHORIZED
TO TAKE ON LEADERSHIP ROLES IN PATIENT CARE.

\WHAT sHouLD LPNs DO IF THEY ENCOUNTER A SITUATION OUTSIDE THEIR SCOPE OF
PRACTICE?

IF LPNS ENCOUNTER A SITUATION OUTSIDE THEIR SCOPE OF PRACTICE, THEY SHOULD CONSULT WITH THEIR SUPERVISING
REGISTERED NURSE OR PHYSICIAN AND REFRAIN FROM PERFORMING THE TASK.

ARE LPNS PERMITTED TO PERFORM WOUND CARE IN NEwW Y ORK?

YES/ LPNs CAN PERFORM WOUND CARE, INCLUDING DRESSING CHANGES AND BASIC WOUND MANAGEMENT, UNDER THE
SUPERVISION OF A REGISTERED NURSE OR PHYSICIAN.

How oFTEN Do LPNS NEED TO RENEW THEIR LICENSE IN NEW Y ORk?

LPNs IN NEw YORK MUST RENEW THEIR LICENSES EVERY THREE YEARS AND COMPLETE CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS AS
MANDATED BY THE STATE BoARD OF NURSING.

CAN LPNs PROVIDE PATIENT EDUCATION IN NEW Y ORK?

YES, LPNS CAN PROVIDE PATIENT EDUCATION ON BASIC HEALTH MANAGEMENT AND MEDICATION INSTRUCTIONS, BUT THEY
SHOULD DO SO UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF A REGISTERED NURSE.
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