
Oklahoma High School Basketball State
Champions History

Oklahoma high school basketball state champions history is a captivating journey through
the annals of competitive sports in the Sooner State. Since the inception of organized high
school basketball, Oklahoma has fostered a rich tradition of excellence, showcasing
remarkable talent and fierce competition. This article delves into the history of state
champions, examining the evolution of the sport, notable teams, legendary players, and
the impact of high school basketball on the community.

The Evolution of High School Basketball in
Oklahoma

Oklahoma high school basketball has a storied past that reflects the growth of the sport
throughout the state. The first official state basketball tournament was held in 1911,
organized by the Oklahoma Secondary School Activities Association (OSSAA). This marked
the beginning of a competitive landscape that would evolve over the decades.

Early Years (1911-1930s)

- 1911: The first state championship was contested, with the tournament format being
quite different from today’s standards. Teams competed in a single-elimination format,
and the champions were crowned based on the results of the final game.
- 1925: The OSSAA began to implement rules and regulations to standardize the
competition, allowing for more structured tournaments and the establishment of divisions
based on school size.
- 1930s: During this decade, basketball began to gain popularity among Oklahoma’s youth,
leading to a surge in the number of participating schools and teams.



Post-War Era and the Rise of Competition
(1940s-1960s)

The post-World War II era saw a significant increase in the number of high school
basketball programs across Oklahoma. The growth of the sport was fueled by returning
veterans, who played an essential role in promoting athletics in schools.

- 1940s: The introduction of more divisions allowed smaller schools to compete on a more
level playing field, resulting in increased participation and excitement around the game.
- 1955: The OSSAA adopted a dual-class system, separating schools into Class A and Class
B based on enrollment, which further diversified the tournament landscape.
- 1960s: This decade witnessed the emergence of powerhouse programs, with teams such
as the Oklahoma City Classen and the Tulsa Central dominating the courts.

Notable State Champions

Over the years, many teams have etched their names in the annals of Oklahoma high
school basketball history. Here are some of the most notable state champions:

Powerhouse Programs

1. Oklahoma City Classen: Known for their consistent success, Classen has secured
numerous state titles throughout the decades, often showcasing exceptional talent that
went on to play at the collegiate level.
2. Tulsa Central: As one of the most storied programs, Tulsa Central has produced several
state championships, marked by their skillful play and strong defensive strategies.
3. Dale High School: This small school has made a significant impact in Class A basketball,
winning multiple state titles and demonstrating that greatness isn’t always measured by
school size.

Recent Champions

- 2019: The Edmond Memorial High School boys' basketball team captured the state
championship, marking a significant achievement for the program and its dedicated
players.
- 2021: The Bixby High School girls' team won the state championship, showcasing their
talent and hard work throughout the season.
- 2022: The 5A boys’ championship was won by the Carl Albert High School, continuing
their legacy of excellence in Oklahoma basketball.



Legendary Players and Coaches

The history of Oklahoma high school basketball is not only defined by teams but also by
the exceptional players and coaches who have shaped the game.

Influential Players

Some players have risen to prominence, not just in high school but also in collegiate and
professional basketball.

- Wayman Tisdale: A standout at the Edmond Memorial High School, Tisdale went on to
have a successful career in the NBA, becoming one of Oklahoma's most celebrated
basketball figures.
- Blake Griffin: After a stellar high school career in Oklahoma, Griffin went on to play at
the University of Oklahoma and became an NBA All-Star, further elevating the state's
profile in basketball.
- Katie Smith: One of the most accomplished female basketball players from Oklahoma,
Smith's high school career laid the groundwork for her successful collegiate and
professional journey.

Coaching Legends

Great coaches have played a pivotal role in the success of many high school programs.
Their strategies and mentorship have left lasting impacts.

- John McCullough: Renowned for his leadership at Oklahoma City Classen, McCullough
guided his teams to multiple state championships and produced several players who
excelled at the next level.
- Lloyd Noble: A coaching legend at the University of Oklahoma, Noble’s influence
extended to high school basketball as he mentored young athletes who would later
become stars.

The Impact of High School Basketball on
Communities

High school basketball in Oklahoma extends beyond the court, serving as a vital part of
local communities. It fosters school spirit, promotes teamwork, and provides a platform for
young athletes to showcase their skills.

Community Engagement



- Support for Local Teams: Communities rally around their high school teams, with games
drawing large crowds and creating a sense of unity and pride.
- Fundraising Events: Many high schools host fundraising events to support their
basketball programs, allowing the community to contribute to the success of their
athletes.
- Youth Programs: High school basketball often serves as an inspiration for younger
players, leading to the establishment of youth leagues and camps that nurture the next
generation of talent.

Academic and Athletic Balance

High school basketball programs emphasize the importance of academics alongside
athletics, encouraging student-athletes to excel in both areas.

- Scholarship Opportunities: Successful players often receive scholarships to colleges,
providing them with opportunities for higher education while pursuing their passion for
basketball.
- Character Development: Participation in high school sports teaches valuable life skills,
including teamwork, discipline, and resilience.

Conclusion

The Oklahoma high school basketball state champions history is a testament to the passion
and dedication of athletes, coaches, and communities across the state. From the early
days of competition to the modern era, the sport has evolved and flourished, leaving a
legacy of excellence. The impact of high school basketball extends beyond victories; it
shapes individuals and communities, inspiring future generations to continue the proud
tradition of Oklahoma basketball. As we look to the future, the excitement of new rivalries,
emerging talent, and unforgettable moments will undoubtedly keep the spirit of high
school basketball alive in Oklahoma for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the history of Oklahoma high school basketball
state championships?
The history of Oklahoma high school basketball state championships dates back to 1911,
with various classifications based on school size established over the years.

Which school has the most Oklahoma high school
basketball state championships?
As of 2023, the school with the most state championships is the Oklahoma City Classen
High School, known for its dominant basketball program.



What are the different classifications for high school
basketball in Oklahoma?
Oklahoma high school basketball is divided into classifications such as 6A, 5A, 4A, 3A, 2A,
and A, based on the size of the schools.

Who was the first team to win the Oklahoma high school
basketball state championship?
The first team to win the Oklahoma high school basketball state championship was the
Oklahoma City Central High School in 1911.

How has the format of the Oklahoma high school
basketball state tournament changed over the years?
The format has evolved from single-elimination tournaments to a more structured bracket
system that allows for multiple rounds and classifications.

What notable players have emerged from Oklahoma
high school basketball?
Notable players include Blake Griffin, Trae Young, and Stephen Curry, who all had
significant impacts in college and professional basketball.

When is the Oklahoma high school basketball state
championship typically held?
The Oklahoma high school basketball state championships are typically held in early
March each year.

What is the significance of the 'Gold Ball' in Oklahoma
high school basketball?
The 'Gold Ball' is awarded to the state champion in each classification, symbolizing the
pinnacle of achievement in high school basketball in Oklahoma.

Are there any rivalries in Oklahoma high school
basketball that are particularly famous?
Yes, rivalries such as the one between Edmond North and Edmond Memorial are well-
known and often draw large crowds during the state tournament.

How has the community support impacted Oklahoma
high school basketball programs?
Community support has a significant impact, as local fans, businesses, and alumni often
rally around their teams, providing financial and emotional backing that enhances the
program's success.
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Explore the rich history of Oklahoma high school basketball state champions. Discover how
legendary teams shaped the game and celebrate their unforgettable triumphs.
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