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Ocean House Rhode Island history is a fascinating narrative that intertwines the allure of coastal life
with the rich heritage of American hospitality. Situated in the picturesque town of Watch Hill, this
iconic hotel has been a cherished destination for travelers since its inception. The Ocean House is not
just a place to stay; it is a symbol of luxury, history, and community in Rhode Island. This article
delves into the various aspects of the Ocean House's history, from its beginnings to its place in
modern society.

Origins of the Ocean House

The Ocean House's story begins in the mid-19th century, a time when seaside resorts were becoming
popular among the upper class.

Early Beginnings

1. Establishment: The original Ocean House was built in 1868 by a group of wealthy New Yorkers. It
was designed to be a luxurious retreat, offering visitors stunning ocean views and high-quality
amenities that catered to the elite.

2. Architecture: The hotel was constructed in the Victorian style, featuring large verandas, ornate
woodwork, and spacious rooms. Its design was meant to embrace the natural beauty of the seaside
location, and it quickly became a favored summer destination.

3. Social Hub: In its early years, the Ocean House served as a social hub for the affluent, hosting
elegant balls, social gatherings, and even high-profile guests. The hotel played a significant role in the
development of the tourism industry in Rhode Island, drawing visitors from across the country.



Evolution and Growth

1. Expansion: As demand grew, the Ocean House underwent several expansions and renovations
throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries. More guest rooms were added, as well as dining
facilities and recreational amenities, including tennis courts and a private beach.

2. Cultural Significance: The hotel became a cultural landmark in the region, hosting notable figures
and events. During the Gilded Age, the Ocean House was frequented by prominent families, including
the Vanderbilts and the Astors, further elevating its status as a premier destination.

3. World Events: The Ocean House experienced challenges during the World Wars, with periods of

closure and reduced capacity. However, it managed to maintain its reputation and appeal, adapting to
the changing social landscape.

The 20th Century and Decline

As the decades progressed, changes in travel patterns and societal norms began to impact the Ocean
House.

Changing Times

1. Mid-20th Century: By the mid-20th century, the popularity of traditional seaside resorts began to
wane as new forms of entertainment and travel emerged. The Ocean House faced increasing
competition from modern hotels and vacation destinations.

2. Decline: The hotel struggled to maintain its former glory, leading to a decline in business. Despite
efforts to modernize, the Ocean House fell into disrepair, and by the early 2000s, it became clear that
significant changes were necessary for its survival.

3. Final Closure: In 2003, after more than 130 years of operation, the original Ocean House closed its

doors for good. The building was in disrepair, and the owners faced the difficult decision of whether to
restore the historic structure or pursue a different path.

Revival and Restoration

The closure marked a pivotal moment in the Ocean House's history, leading to a dedicated effort to
restore and revitalize the iconic hotel.

Community Support and Vision

1. Preservation Efforts: Local community members and preservationists recognized the importance of
the Ocean House to the region's history and culture. A concerted effort began to raise funds and



support for its restoration.

2. New Ownership: In 2004, a new ownership group emerged with a vision to restore the Ocean House
to its former glory. They committed to preserving the historical integrity of the building while
incorporating modern amenities.

3. Design and Renovation: The restoration project was extensive, involving the demolition of the old
structure and the construction of a new building designed to replicate the original. This included:

- Historical Architecture: The new design maintained the Victorian style, with careful attention to
detail in the facade and interiors.

- Modern Comforts: The new Ocean House features state-of-the-art amenities, including luxurious
guest rooms, a spa, and fine dining options, blending the old with the new.

Reopening and Impact

1. Grand Reopening: The Ocean House officially reopened in 2010, quickly regaining its status as a
premier destination for travelers and locals alike. The grand reopening was celebrated with events
that honored its storied past.

2. Awards and Recognition: Since its reopening, the Ocean House has received numerous awards and
accolades, including recognition as one of the top resorts in the United States. Its commitment to
excellence in service and hospitality has reinforced its reputation.

3. Community Involvement: The Ocean House has also become a vital part of the local community,

hosting events, fundraisers, and educational programs that celebrate Rhode Island's rich cultural
heritage.

Legacy of the Ocean House

The legacy of the Ocean House Rhode Island history is one of resilience and adaptation.

Impact on Tourism

1. Cultural Heritage: The hotel plays an essential role in preserving the cultural heritage of Watch Hill
and Rhode Island. It serves as a reminder of the Gilded Age and the evolution of American tourism.

2. Economic Contributions: The Ocean House significantly contributes to the local economy, attracting
visitors who support nearby businesses, including shops, restaurants, and recreational activities.

3. Sustainability Initiatives: In recent years, the Ocean House has embraced sustainability,
implementing eco-friendly practices and promoting environmental consciousness among its guests.



Modern-Day Experience

Today, the Ocean House offers a unique blend of history and luxury, providing guests with an
unforgettable experience.

- Guest Experience: Visitors can enjoy:

- Luxurious accommodations with breathtaking ocean views.
- A world-class spa and wellness programs.

- Fine dining options featuring locally sourced ingredients.

- Events and Activities: The Ocean House hosts various events throughout the year, including:
- Weddings and private gatherings.

- Seasonal festivals and culinary events.

- Educational programs focused on local history and ecology.

In conclusion, the Ocean House Rhode Island history is a testament to the enduring appeal of coastal
hospitality and the importance of preserving historical landmarks. From its humble beginnings to its
triumphant revival, the Ocean House remains a cherished icon of Rhode Island, captivating the hearts
of all who visit. Its story continues to unfold, promising new chapters in the vibrant tapestry of
American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of Ocean House in Rhode
Island?

Ocean House, established in 1868, is a symbol of Gilded Age luxury and hospitality, serving as a
premier seaside resort that attracted wealthy visitors from across the country.

Who were some notable guests at Ocean House throughout
its history?

Notable guests have included U.S. Presidents, prominent politicians, and famous socialites, making it
a hub of high society during its peak years.

What architectural style is Ocean House known for?

Ocean House is renowned for its Victorian architecture, featuring a distinctive wooden structure and a
grand oceanfront porch that exemplifies the era's design aesthetics.

What major renovations has Ocean House undergone since its
original construction?

The original Ocean House was demolished in 2003 and rebuilt in 2010 to preserve its historic charm
while incorporating modern amenities, ensuring its legacy continues.



How has Ocean House contributed to the local economy in
Rhode Island?

As a luxury resort, Ocean House has significantly boosted the local economy by attracting tourists,
creating jobs, and supporting local businesses through its hospitality services.

What events and activities are traditionally held at Ocean
House?

Ocean House hosts a variety of events, including weddings, corporate retreats, culinary festivals, and
wellness programs, maintaining its reputation as a premier destination.

Is Ocean House recognized for any specific awards or honors?

Yes, Ocean House has received numerous awards, including recognition from prestigious travel and
hospitality organizations for its service, accommodations, and culinary excellence.

What role did Ocean House play in the social history of Rhode
Island?

Ocean House served as a gathering place for the elite, influencing social dynamics and cultural trends
in Rhode Island during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Are there any ghost stories or legends associated with Ocean
House?

Yes, like many historic hotels, Ocean House has its share of ghost stories and legends, with guests
reporting sightings and experiences that hint at its storied past.

How does Ocean House preserve its history while serving
modern visitors?

Ocean House preserves its history through careful restoration, educational programs, and by
maintaining traditional services and decor that reflect its rich heritage.
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