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NCLEX 85 Questions: Good or Bad?

The National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX) is a critical assessment for aspiring nurses in
the United States and Canada. It serves as a gateway to obtaining a nursing license, ensuring that
candidates possess the necessary knowledge and skills to provide safe and effective care. A common
point of discussion among nursing students and professionals is whether encountering 85 questions
on the NCLEX is a positive or negative outcome. This article will explore the implications of the 85-
question mark, providing insights into its significance, the rationale behind the testing format, and
strategies for success.

Understanding the NCLEX Structure

The NCLEX uses a computer adaptive testing (CAT) format, which means that the difficulty level of
questions adjusts based on a candidate's performance. The exam is designed to evaluate the
knowledge, skills, and abilities essential for safe nursing practice at the entry level.

Question Range and Adaptive Testing

The NCLEX-RN consists of a minimum of 75 questions and a maximum of 265 questions. The exam
lasts up to 6 hours, including breaks. The key points include:

- Minimum Questions: 75
- Maximum Questions: 265
- Time Limit: 6 hours
- Pass/Fail Decision: Based on the candidate's ability to answer questions correctly at a level
consistent with safe nursing practice.

The computer adjusts the questions based on the candidate's performance, providing a tailored
assessment experience. If a test-taker demonstrates proficiency, the computer will present fewer
questions, potentially stopping as early as 85 questions if the candidate meets the passing standard.
Conversely, if a candidate struggles, they may face the maximum number of questions.

The Good: Benefits of the 85 Questions

Encountering 85 questions during the NCLEX can be interpreted as a positive sign for several
reasons:

1. Early Stopping Indication

When the exam stops at 85 questions, it indicates that the computer has determined the candidate's
performance to be either satisfactory or unsatisfactory. If a candidate receives only 85 questions and
passes, it suggests that they have demonstrated a solid understanding of the nursing material. This
can help boost confidence and validate the candidate's preparation efforts.



2. Reduced Test Fatigue

Testing fatigue can significantly impact performance. The longer the exam lasts, the more likely a
candidate may experience mental exhaustion, which can lead to decreased focus and increased
anxiety. Stopping at 85 questions allows candidates to complete the exam before experiencing
significant fatigue, which can enhance overall performance.

3. Positive Psychological Impact

For many candidates, completing the NCLEX with fewer questions can reduce anxiety. Knowing that
they have reached a decision point earlier than expected can provide a sense of closure and
accomplishment. This psychological benefit can be crucial for those who may struggle with test
anxiety.

The Bad: Potential Downsides of 85 Questions

While stopping at 85 questions can have its advantages, there are also potential downsides that
candidates should consider:

1. Uncertainty in Performance

Stopping at 85 questions may leave candidates with uncertainty regarding their performance. If a
candidate does not pass, they might wonder if the early stoppage was due to a lack of knowledge or
if the computer simply determined they did not meet the passing standard. This ambiguity can lead
to increased anxiety while waiting for results.

2. Limited Assessment of Knowledge

A shorter exam may not provide a comprehensive assessment of a candidate's knowledge base.
Candidates may feel that they did not have the opportunity to showcase their understanding of all
the topics covered in their nursing education. This feeling of incompleteness can be frustrating,
especially for those who have invested significant time and effort into their studies.

3. Misinterpretation of Results

Some candidates may misinterpret the significance of stopping at 85 questions. For example, if they
believe that stopping early guarantees a passing score, they may become overly confident, which
could lead to inadequate preparation for the exam. It is essential to maintain a balanced perspective
and recognize that early stoppage does not equate to a guaranteed pass.



What to Do If You Encounter 85 Questions

Regardless of whether you perceive stopping at 85 questions as good or bad, it is essential to
approach the situation with the right mindset. Here are some strategies to navigate this outcome
effectively:

1. Focus on Preparation

Whether you encounter 85 questions or the maximum of 265, thorough preparation is key. To
increase your chances of success, consider the following:

- Study Comprehensive Content: Ensure you cover all the critical nursing subjects, including
pharmacology, medical-surgical nursing, pediatrics, maternal-child health, and mental health
nursing.
- Utilize NCLEX Review Resources: Invest in NCLEX review books, online courses, and practice
exams to familiarize yourself with the exam format and question styles.
- Practice with Question Banks: Regularly practice with NCLEX-style questions to build your test-
taking skills and improve your understanding of test logic.

2. Manage Test Anxiety

Test anxiety is a common challenge among nursing candidates. To combat anxiety and improve
focus, consider these tips:

- Practice Relaxation Techniques: Techniques such as deep breathing, progressive muscle relaxation,
and visualization can help calm nerves.
- Simulate Test Conditions: Take practice exams under timed conditions to simulate the actual
testing environment. This can help reduce anxiety on test day.
- Stay Positive: Maintain a positive mindset and remind yourself of your preparation efforts.

3. Reflect on Performance

If you stop at 85 questions and do not pass, take time to reflect on your performance. Analyze areas
of strength and weakness to guide your study plan for retaking the exam. Consider joining a study
group or seeking assistance from a mentor or instructor to enhance your understanding of
challenging topics.

Conclusion

In conclusion, whether encountering NCLEX 85 questions is deemed good or bad largely depends
on personal perceptions and outcomes. The early stoppage can signify strong performance, reduce
fatigue, and alleviate anxiety. However, it can also lead to uncertainty and a feeling of



incompleteness. Candidates must prioritize thorough preparation, manage test anxiety, and reflect
on their performance to improve their chances of success. Ultimately, the NCLEX is a critical step in
a nursing career, and understanding its nuances can help candidates navigate this essential
milestone.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean if I only get 85 questions on the NCLEX?
If you only receive 85 questions on the NCLEX, it means that the computer adaptive testing
determined you have either demonstrated a passing or failing competency level based on the
questions answered. This is a normal outcome, as the test is designed to assess your knowledge
efficiently.

Is getting 85 questions on the NCLEX considered a good sign?
Getting 85 questions is not inherently a good or bad sign. It simply indicates that the computer has
determined you have reached a sufficient level of competence. The outcome is what ultimately
matters, whether you pass or fail.

Can I still pass the NCLEX if I only answer 85 questions?
Yes, you can still pass the NCLEX with only 85 questions. The test is designed to evaluate your
knowledge and skills, and if you demonstrate competence early on, the test may end. The key factor
is your performance on those questions.

What should I do if I feel anxious about getting only 85
questions?
It's normal to feel anxious about the NCLEX. Focus on your preparation leading up to the test,
practice relaxation techniques, and remind yourself that the number of questions does not define
your capabilities. Trust your preparation and approach the exam with confidence.

Does the number of questions I receive on the NCLEX affect
my chances of passing?
No, the number of questions you receive does not directly affect your chances of passing. The
NCLEX uses a computer adaptive testing format to assess your competency, so whether you answer
85 or 145 questions, your performance on those questions determines the outcome.
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