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New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge is a comprehensive reference work
that serves as an invaluable resource for scholars, students, and anyone interested in understanding
the vast and intricate world of religious thought and practice. This encyclopedia encapsulates a wide
range of religious traditions, historical perspectives, and theological concepts, making it a pivotal
tool for research and education in the field of religious studies.



Background and Historical Context

The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge is a revision and expansion of the
original Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia, which was first published in the late 19th century. The original
work, edited by Philip Schaff and Samuel M. Jackson, aimed to provide a comprehensive overview of
various religious traditions, figures, and doctrines. The need for a new edition arose as scholarship
in religious studies evolved, with new discoveries and interpretations coming to light.

The New Schaff-Herzog was published in multiple volumes from 1950 to 1952, edited by Samuel M.
Jackson and Charles E. C. Weigle. It was designed to be more accessible and user-friendly, reflecting
modern scholarship and inclusive of a broader array of religious traditions beyond Christianity. This
was particularly important as the 20th century witnessed significant changes in global religious
dynamics.

Structure and Content

The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia is structured to facilitate thorough exploration of religious
topics. The encyclopedia consists of several volumes, each meticulously organized to cover various
aspects of religious knowledge. The content can be categorized into the following sections:

1. Articles on Major Religions

The encyclopedia offers in-depth articles on major world religions, including:

- Christianity: Covering its history, denominations, theological concepts, and influential figures.
- Judaism: Exploring its traditions, texts, and historical development.
- Islam: Discussing its foundational beliefs, sects, and cultural practices.
- Eastern Religions: Including Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, and others, with a focus on their
unique philosophies and rituals.

2. Theological Concepts and Doctrines

In addition to major religions, the encyclopedia delves into theological concepts that are significant
across multiple faiths, such as:

- Divinity: Different understandings of God and gods in various religions.
- Salvation: Concepts of salvation, grace, and redemption in different faith traditions.
- Ethics: Moral teachings and ethical implications within religious contexts.

3. Historical Figures and Movements

The encyclopedia provides biographies and analyses of significant religious figures, movements, and



events that have shaped religious thought and practice throughout history. This includes:

- Founders of major religions.
- Reformers and theologians who contributed to religious discourse.
- Key historical events that impacted religious communities.

4. Religious Texts and Literature

Another vital aspect covered in the encyclopedia is the examination of sacred texts and religious
literature. The encyclopedia discusses:

- The Bible, Quran, Vedas, and other foundational texts, offering insights into their significance and
interpretations.
- The role of religious literature in shaping beliefs and practices.

Importance and Relevance

The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge holds considerable importance for
several reasons:

1. Academic Resource

For scholars and students of religious studies, this encyclopedia serves as a foundational resource. It
provides a reliable starting point for research, allowing users to gain a comprehensive
understanding of complex religious topics. Its scholarly approach, backed by citations and
references, enhances research quality.

2. Interdisciplinary Insights

Religion intersects with various fields, including sociology, anthropology, history, and philosophy.
The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia offers insights that can benefit researchers in these
disciplines, providing a broader context for understanding human behavior and societal structures
influenced by religion.

3. Cultural Understanding

In a world that is increasingly interconnected, understanding different religious traditions is
essential for fostering tolerance and dialogue among diverse communities. The encyclopedia
promotes cultural literacy, helping individuals appreciate the beliefs and practices of others.



4. Comprehensive Coverage

The breadth of topics covered in the encyclopedia ensures that users can find information on a wide
variety of subjects. This comprehensive nature makes it a go-to reference for anyone seeking to
deepen their understanding of religious knowledge.

Utilization in Modern Research

In the digital age, access to information has transformed significantly. While the New Schaff-Herzog
Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge was originally published in print, its content has paved the way
for various online databases and platforms that house religious studies resources. Researchers and
students can now access digitized versions or similar databases that house encyclopedic content,
facilitating ease of access and enhancing research capabilities.

1. Digital Adaptations

Many academic institutions and libraries have incorporated the New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia
into their digital archives, allowing users to search for specific topics easily. This transition to digital
formats has made the encyclopedia more accessible to a broader audience, including those who
might not have access to physical copies.

2. Integration in Curriculum

Educational institutions often integrate the New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia into their curricula for
religious studies courses. Instructors use it as a reference point for lectures, discussions, and
assignments, helping students engage critically with religious texts and concepts.

Conclusion

The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge stands as a monumental work in the
field of religious studies. Its comprehensive coverage, scholarly rigor, and accessibility make it an
essential resource for anyone seeking to understand the complexities of religion in human society.
As the world continues to grapple with religious diversity and its implications, resources like the
New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia play a crucial role in fostering understanding, tolerance, and
informed discourse. Whether for academic research, personal exploration, or broader cultural
understanding, this encyclopedia remains a cornerstone reference for the study of religion.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the significance of the New Schaff-Herzog
Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge in academic studies?
The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge is significant in academic studies as it
provides a comprehensive collection of articles on various religious topics, offering scholars,
students, and researchers a reliable reference for understanding historical and contemporary
religious thought.

How does the New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia differ from its
predecessor?
The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia differs from its predecessor by incorporating updated
scholarship, broader coverage of diverse religious traditions, and more contemporary perspectives,
reflecting the evolving landscape of religious studies since the original Schaff-Herzog was published.

Can the New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia be accessed online?
Yes, the New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia is available online through various academic databases
and libraries, making it accessible for users who seek to explore its vast resources without needing
to access a physical copy.

What types of articles can be found in the New Schaff-Herzog
Encyclopedia?
The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia contains a wide range of articles, including biographical
entries on religious figures, explanations of religious concepts, historical accounts of religious
movements, and discussions of theological issues across different faith traditions.

Who were the editors behind the New Schaff-Herzog
Encyclopedia, and what was their goal?
The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia was edited by Samuel Macauley Jackson and others, with the
goal of creating a definitive reference work that would serve as an authoritative source for the study
of religion, reflecting both depth and breadth in its coverage of religious knowledge.
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