
New York Jets Quarterback History

New York Jets quarterback history has been a rollercoaster ride filled with highs, lows,
and memorable moments. The team, established in 1960, has seen a diverse array of
quarterbacks take the helm, each contributing to the franchise's identity in unique ways.
From legendary figures to less-heralded names, the Jets’ quarterback position has often
been a focal point of the team's fortunes. This article delves into the Jets' quarterback
history, examining key players, eras, and the evolution of the position within the franchise.

Early Years: The Formation of the Jets
Quarterback Identity

The New York Jets were originally founded as the Titans of New York in 1960, before
changing their name in 1963. In these early years, the quarterback position was critical as
the team sought to establish itself in a burgeoning NFL landscape.

1. The 1960s: The Era of Joe Namath

The defining figure in the early history of the Jets is undoubtedly Joe Namath. Drafted as the
first overall pick in the 1965 AFL Draft, Namath quickly became a cultural icon and a symbol
of the franchise.

- Super Bowl III: Namath famously guaranteed a victory against the Baltimore Colts in Super
Bowl III, leading the Jets to their first and only championship in 1969. This victory solidified
his status and elevated the franchise's profile.
- Impact on the Game: Namath was known for his strong arm and charismatic personality,
revolutionizing the quarterback position and helping to popularize the AFL in its competition
with the NFL.

Despite his success, Namath's career was plagued by injuries and inconsistencies, resulting



in a mixed bag of seasons. However, his legacy as a Jets quarterback remains unmatched.

The Struggles of the 1970s and 1980s

Following Namath's departure, the Jets struggled to find a consistent quarterback. The
1970s and 1980s were marked by a revolving door of signal-callers, with many failing to
leave a lasting impact.

2. Notable Quarterbacks of the 1970s

- Al Woodall: Serving as the starter for part of the early 1970s, Woodall had a brief tenure
and struggled to find success.
- Richard Todd: Drafted in 1976, Todd became the team's starting quarterback in the late
1970s and early 1980s. He led the Jets to the playoffs in 1981 and 1982 but was ultimately
overshadowed by his inconsistency.

3. The 1980s: The Era of Ken O'Brien

In 1983, the Jets selected Ken O'Brien in the first round of the NFL Draft. O'Brien's tenure is
often overshadowed by the legendary draft class that included John Elway and Dan Marino,
but he was a productive starter.

- Pro Bowl Selection: O’Brien made the Pro Bowl in 1985 and helped the Jets reach the
playoffs multiple times during his tenure.
- Legacy: Though his time with the Jets was marked by ups and downs, he remains one of
the more successful quarterbacks in the franchise’s history.

The 1990s: A New Wave of Quarterbacks

The 1990s brought fresh hope for the Jets, with new quarterbacks entering the mix and a
shift in team philosophy.

4. Boomer Esiason: The MVP Year

In 1993, the Jets acquired Boomer Esiason, who would lead the team through a competitive
phase in the mid-'90s.

- MVP Season: Esiason won the NFL MVP award in 1988 while with the Cincinnati Bengals
but found renewed success with the Jets.
- Playoff Appearances: Under Esiason, the Jets made the playoffs in 1998 but fell short of
the Super Bowl.



5. A String of Struggles

Following Esiason's departure, the Jets went through a series of quarterbacks, including:

- Neil O'Donnell: The former Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback had a disappointing stint with
the Jets.
- Testaverde Era: Vinny Testaverde, signed in 1998, led the Jets to an AFC Championship
Game but ultimately could not secure a Super Bowl appearance.

The 2000s: Revisiting Success and Heartbreak

The new millennium presented both opportunities and challenges for the Jets, as they
sought to find stability at the quarterback position.

6. Chad Pennington: The Hopeful Leader

Drafted in 2000, Chad Pennington became the starter for the Jets and represented a beacon
of hope.

- Accuracy and Leadership: Known for his precision passing, Pennington led the Jets to the
playoffs multiple times and earned NFL Comeback Player of the Year honors in 2006.
- Injury Challenges: Unfortunately, injuries limited his ability to consistently lead the team,
and he eventually moved on to the Miami Dolphins.

7. The Brett Favre Experiment

In 2008, the Jets made headlines by acquiring Hall of Famer Brett Favre.

- Initial Success: Favre started strong, leading the Jets to a 8-3 record before the team
faltered down the stretch and missed the playoffs.
- Legacy: Although his time in New York was brief, Favre's presence reignited fan
excitement.

The 2010s: The Rise of Mark Sanchez and
Continued Struggles

The Jets entered the 2010s with Mark Sanchez at the helm, a quarterback they hoped could
bring lasting success.



8. Mark Sanchez: The "Sanchise" Phenomenon

Drafted in 2009, Sanchez's early career was marked by promise and playoff appearances.

- Back-to-Back AFC Championship Games: Sanchez led the Jets to consecutive AFC
Championship games in 2009 and 2010, instilling hope in the fanbase.
- Playoff Performance: His playoff performances were noteworthy, but inconsistency
plagued his regular-season play, leading to a tumultuous tenure.

9. The Aftermath of Sanchez

After Sanchez's departure, the Jets struggled to find a reliable quarterback, with names like
Geno Smith, Ryan Fitzpatrick, and others failing to provide long-term solutions.

- Quarterback Carousel: The Jets experienced a revolving door of quarterbacks, with each
new starter failing to make a significant impact.
- Geno Smith: Smith, drafted in 2013, showed flashes of potential but ultimately was unable
to secure the starting position long-term.

Recent Years: A New Era of Hope

As of 2021, the Jets entered a new chapter with the selection of Zach Wilson in the first
round of the NFL Draft.

10. The Zach Wilson Experience

Wilson was seen as a franchise quarterback with the potential to revive the team's fortunes.

- Early Struggles: The transition to the NFL proved challenging for Wilson, with inconsistent
performances and injuries impacting his early career.
- Future Outlook: While the jury is still out on Wilson’s long-term potential, he represents a
new hope for the Jets.

Conclusion: An Ongoing Journey

The history of New York Jets quarterbacks is a tale of highs and lows, filled with iconic
moments and heartbreaking failures. From the legendary Joe Namath to the current roster,
the franchise has experienced a wide range of talent and challenges at the quarterback
position. As fans look to the future, the hope remains that the Jets will finally find a stable
and successful leader under center, capable of guiding the team back to championship
glory. The journey continues, and the next chapter in Jets quarterback history is yet to be
written.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the New York
Jets?
The first starting quarterback for the New York Jets was Al Dorow, who played in the team's
inaugural season in 1960.

Which quarterback led the Jets to their only Super Bowl
victory?
Joe Namath led the Jets to their only Super Bowl victory in Super Bowl III, famously
guaranteeing the win against the Baltimore Colts.

What year did Joe Namath retire from the NFL?
Joe Namath retired from the NFL in 1977.

Who was the Jets quarterback during their AFC
Championship appearances in 2009 and 2010?
Mark Sanchez was the Jets quarterback during their AFC Championship appearances in
2009 and 2010.

Which quarterback had the longest tenure as a starter
for the Jets in the 1990s?
Ken O'Brien had the longest tenure as a starter for the Jets in the 1990s, serving as the
team's primary quarterback from 1984 to 1992.

Who was the starting quarterback for the Jets in the
2018 NFL season?
Sam Darnold was the starting quarterback for the Jets in the 2018 NFL season.

Which Jets quarterback was known for his iconic 'butt
fumble' play?
Mark Sanchez is known for the infamous 'butt fumble' play that occurred during a 2012
game against the New England Patriots.

Who is the Jets' all-time leader in passing touchdowns?
As of October 2023, the Jets' all-time leader in passing touchdowns is Joe Namath.
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