
New Jersey Devils Ownership History

New Jersey Devils ownership history is a fascinating tale that intertwines sports,
business, and community engagement. Since their inception in 1974, the franchise has
seen a diverse array of owners, each leaving their mark on the team and its legacy. This
article delves into the ownership history of the New Jersey Devils, tracing their journey
from the franchise's early days to the present, and highlighting the impact each owner had
on the team's development, culture, and success.

The Formation of the Franchise

The New Jersey Devils were originally established as the Kansas City Scouts in 1974
before relocating to Colorado and becoming the Rockies in 1976. The team's ownership
during these initial years was marked by instability and financial struggles. The franchise
finally found a permanent home in New Jersey in 1982 when it was purchased by a group
led by John McMullen.

John McMullen: The Pioneer Owner

John McMullen, a successful businessman and former owner of the New York Yankees'
minor league affiliate, became the franchise's first true owner in New Jersey. Under his
leadership, the team adopted the name "Devils" in homage to the legendary Jersey Devil
folklore. McMullen's tenure was characterized by:

- Stability: McMullen provided a stable environment for the team, allowing them to grow
and develop a loyal fan base.
- Investment in Talent: He was instrumental in bringing notable players to the franchise,



including future Hall of Famers.
- Community Engagement: McMullen made efforts to connect with the local community,
which helped to foster a devoted following.

Despite his efforts, McMullen faced challenges, including financial difficulties that would
eventually lead him to sell the team.

The Rise of the Devils under New Ownership

In 1989, John McMullen sold the team to a group led by Dr. John "Jack" O. McMullen and
his business partner, the late David H. Samson. This new ownership group had a
significant impact on the organization.

Dr. John McMullen and David Samson: Building a
Competitive Team

Under the guidance of Dr. McMullen and Samson, the Devils began to find success on the
ice. Their ownership saw:

- The Hiring of Lou Lamoriello: In 1987, Lamoriello was appointed as the team president
and general manager, laying the groundwork for the franchise's future success.
- The 1995 Stanley Cup Victory: After years of building a competitive team, the Devils won
their first Stanley Cup in 1995, solidifying their place in NHL history.
- Strengthening the Brand: The team began to develop a strong brand identity, with a
focus on community outreach and fan engagement.

Transition to New Ownership: The 1990s and
2000s

As the Devils continued to thrive in the late 1990s, the ownership structure underwent
another significant shift. In 1995, Dr. McMullen sold the team to the company known as
the New Jersey Devils, LLC, which was comprised of several prominent investors.

Jeff Vanderbeek: The Community-Focused Owner

In 2004, Jeff Vanderbeek, a successful businessman, purchased the team from the group
of investors. Vanderbeek's ownership was defined by:

- Investment in Infrastructure: He played a key role in the development of the Prudential
Center, the Devils' home arena, which opened in 2007.
- Community Initiatives: Vanderbeek emphasized community engagement and outreach
programs, strengthening the bond between the franchise and its fans.



- On-ice Success: The team continued to be competitive, making multiple playoff
appearances during his ownership.

However, Vanderbeek's tenure was not without challenges. Financial struggles led to
increased scrutiny of his ownership, ultimately resulting in the sale of the team.

Recent Ownership: The Harris Blitzer Sports &
Entertainment Era

In 2013, the Devils were sold to a new ownership group led by Joshua Harris and David
Blitzer. This marked the beginning of a new era for the franchise, focusing on
revitalization and modern business practices.

The Harris Blitzer Ownership Group: A New Vision for
the Devils

The Harris Blitzer Sports & Entertainment group has brought a fresh perspective to the
Devils, characterized by:

- Financial Stability: Their ownership has provided the team with a strong financial
foundation, allowing for investments in player development and infrastructure.
- Focus on Innovation: The group has embraced technology and analytics to improve team
performance and fan engagement.
- Expanded Community Commitment: They have continued and expanded community
outreach initiatives, reinforcing the team's commitment to New Jersey.

Impact of Ownership on the Franchise's Success

Throughout its history, the ownership of the New Jersey Devils has played a pivotal role in
shaping the franchise's identity and success. Each owner has contributed uniquely to the
team's culture, performance, and community relations.

Key Contributions from Different Owners

- John McMullen: Laid the groundwork for stability and community involvement.
- Dr. John McMullen and David Samson: Established a competitive team that achieved its
first Stanley Cup victory.
- Jeff Vanderbeek: Focused on building a modern arena and strengthening community ties.
- Harris Blitzer Sports & Entertainment: Brought financial stability and embraced
innovative practices.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the New Jersey Devils ownership history is a testament to the evolution
of a franchise that has navigated challenges while achieving significant success. From its
humble beginnings to becoming a competitive powerhouse in the NHL, the various owners
have each played a crucial role in shaping the Devils' identity. As the team continues to
evolve under the Harris Blitzer ownership group, fans can expect a commitment to
excellence both on and off the ice, ensuring that the legacy of the New Jersey Devils
remains strong for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the original owner of the New Jersey Devils
when they were founded?
The New Jersey Devils were originally owned by a group led by Arthur Imperatore when
they were established in 1982.

When did the New Jersey Devils move to New Jersey
from Colorado?
The Devils moved from Colorado to New Jersey in 1982, becoming the first NHL team to
play in New Jersey.

What significant ownership change occurred in 1995?
In 1995, John McMullen, the team's original owner, sold the franchise to a group led by
the current owner, Jeffrey Vanderbeek.

How did the ownership of the Devils change in 2010?
In 2010, Jeffrey Vanderbeek faced financial difficulties and sold the team to a group led by
Joshua Harris and David Blitzer.

What was the impact of the Harris-Blitzer ownership on
the New Jersey Devils?
Under Harris-Blitzer ownership, the Devils have focused on rebuilding the team,
enhancing fan engagement, and improving the overall franchise's financial health.

What year did the New Jersey Devils announce their
ownership transition to Harris and Blitzer?
The ownership transition to Joshua Harris and David Blitzer was officially announced in
2013.



Have the New Jersey Devils undergone any ownership
changes since Harris and Blitzer?
As of October 2023, there have been no significant ownership changes since Joshua Harris
and David Blitzer acquired the team in 2013.
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