
New King James Version Of The Holy Bible

New King James Version of the Holy Bible is a modern translation that seeks to provide an updated
and accessible version of the beloved King James Bible while maintaining the poetic beauty and
reverence of the original text. Released in 1982 by Thomas Nelson Publishers, the NKJV aims to bridge
the gap between the rich linguistic heritage of the KJV and the linguistic needs of contemporary
readers. This article delves into the history, features, and significance of the New King James Version,
exploring its role in the modern Christian community.



History of the New King James Version

Background of the King James Version

The King James Version (KJV), first published in 1611, emerged during a time of religious upheaval
and was commissioned by King James I of England. It quickly became the standard Bible for English-
speaking Protestants and has influenced countless literary works, speeches, and cultural references.
However, as the English language evolved over the centuries, many readers found the archaic
language of the KJV challenging to understand.

The Need for a Modern Translation

By the late 20th century, there was a growing demand for a translation that would retain the poetic
quality of the KJV while making the text more accessible to modern readers. Recognizing this need, a
group of biblical scholars and translators set out to create a new translation that would honor the
original KJV while updating its language for contemporary audiences.

Development and Publication

The New King James Version was officially published in 1982 after several years of meticulous work.
The translation committee comprised over 120 scholars who employed a translation philosophy that
aimed to maintain the formal equivalence of the KJV while also embracing a more contemporary
vernacular. This dual approach aimed to ensure that the NKJV would resonate with both traditional
and modern readers.

Features of the New King James Version

Translation Philosophy

The NKJV utilizes a philosophy known as "essentially literal," which means that it strives to translate
the original texts as closely as possible while still making the text readable. This approach allows the
NKJV to preserve the theological integrity and literary richness of the Bible.

Textual Basis

The NKJV is based primarily on the Textus Receptus for the New Testament and the Masoretic Text for
the Old Testament. These texts have been historically significant in the formation of the KJV and are
trusted sources among many conservative scholars.



Language and Readability

One of the main goals of the NKJV was to update the archaic language of the KJV. While retaining
much of the original phrasing, the NKJV replaces outdated words and phrases with contemporary
equivalents. For example:

- "Thee" and "Thou" are replaced with "You."
- "Thine" becomes "Yours."
- "Shalt" is updated to "Shall."

This modernization helps to make the text more accessible without losing the lyrical quality that many
readers cherish.

Inclusive Language

The NKJV maintains a traditional view on gender-specific language, opting to use masculine pronouns
where the original texts do. However, it does strive to ensure clarity and inclusiveness where
appropriate without altering the original meaning. This aspect can foster discussions about gender
roles in biblical literature and the evolving language of faith communities.

Study Aids and Resources

The NKJV is available in various formats, including print, digital, and audio versions. Many editions
come with extensive study aids, including:

- Footnotes that provide cross-references and explanations of difficult passages.
- Maps and charts to aid in understanding biblical geography.
- Concordances for easy reference to specific terms and verses.
- Devotional materials that help readers apply biblical principles to daily life.

Significance of the New King James Version

Impact on the Christian Community

Since its release, the NKJV has gained significant popularity among various Christian denominations.
Its blend of the traditional and the contemporary makes it suitable for both personal study and public
worship. Many churches have adopted the NKJV for their services, recognizing its balance of
reverence and accessibility.



Use in Worship and Study

The NKJV is often used in various contexts, including:

1. Personal Devotion: Many individuals choose the NKJV for daily reading and meditation, appreciating
its poetic language and clarity.
2. Bible Study Groups: The NKJV is a common choice for small group studies, providing a solid
foundation for discussion and exploration of scripture.
3. Sermons and Teaching: Pastors and teachers often use the NKJV for preaching and teaching, as its
familiar phrasing resonates with congregants who may have grown up with the KJV.

Comparative Analysis

The NKJV stands alongside other modern translations, such as the New International Version (NIV) and
the English Standard Version (ESV). Each translation has its unique strengths and appeal. For
example:

- NIV: Known for its thought-for-thought translation approach, making it very accessible but
sometimes at the expense of the original phrasing.
- ESV: Emphasizes word-for-word accuracy, appealing to those who prioritize a close translation of the
original texts.

The NKJV offers a middle ground—maintaining traditional elements while ensuring comprehension for
modern readers.

Criticism and Controversies

Debates on Translation Philosophy

While the NKJV has been praised for its balance of readability and fidelity to the original texts, some
critics argue that it does not go far enough in modernizing certain phrases or concepts. Others
contend that the use of gender-specific language could be seen as exclusionary in contemporary
worship settings.

Reception Among Different Denominations

The NKJV has received mixed responses from various denominations. While many conservative groups
embrace it for its adherence to traditional values, more progressive denominations may prefer
translations that use more inclusive language or adopt different translation philosophies.



The Future of the New King James Version

Ongoing Relevance

As language continues to evolve, the NKJV remains relevant for many readers who appreciate its
blend of the historic and contemporary. It serves as a bridge for those who wish to connect with the
rich literary tradition of the KJV while navigating the complexities of modern language.

Potential Updates and Revisions

While the NKJV has not undergone major revisions since its initial publication, there may be future
updates to address concerns about language use and readability. Such revisions would likely aim to
maintain the integrity of the original text while ensuring that it meets the needs of a diverse and
changing readership.

In conclusion, the New King James Version of the Holy Bible stands as a testament to the enduring
power of scripture and the importance of accessibility in faith. With its thoughtful blend of tradition
and modernity, it continues to inspire and guide countless individuals and communities in their
spiritual journeys. Whether one is seeking personal understanding, pursuing academic study, or
engaging in communal worship, the NKJV offers a meaningful path to connect with the foundational
texts of Christianity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the New King James Version (NKJV) of the Bible?
The New King James Version (NKJV) is a modern English translation of the Bible, published in 1982,
that seeks to retain the beauty and accuracy of the original King James Version (KJV) while making it
more accessible to contemporary readers.

How does the NKJV differ from the original King James
Version?
The NKJV updates archaic language and phrases from the KJV, uses a more modern grammar
structure, and incorporates findings from more recent biblical scholarship, all while maintaining the
poetic style and traditional vocabulary of the KJV.

Who was involved in the translation of the NKJV?
The NKJV was produced by a team of over 130 scholars, theologians, and experts in biblical
languages, who worked to ensure the accuracy and faithfulness of the translation while making it
understandable for contemporary readers.



Is the NKJV suitable for public reading and worship?
Yes, the NKJV is widely used in churches and for public readings due to its balance of readability and
reverence, making it suitable for both personal study and corporate worship.

What are some criticisms of the New King James Version?
Some critics argue that the NKJV does not go far enough in correcting the inaccuracies found in the
KJV, while others feel it still retains some of the KJV's outdated language and linguistic structures.

Is there a digital version of the NKJV available?
Yes, the NKJV is available in various digital formats, including apps, websites, and e-readers, making it
accessible for users who prefer reading the Bible on electronic devices.
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