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Ninety Percent of Everything is a thought-provoking book by Rose George that delves into the
unseen world of shipping and the maritime industry. In this remarkable work, George explores how
the global economy is deeply intertwined with shipping, a field that often goes unnoticed by the
general public. Through a combination of personal narrative, research, and interviews with industry
professionals, she sheds light on the critical role that shipping plays in our daily lives. This article will
provide an overview of the book's themes, key insights, and the broader implications of George's
findings.

Understanding the Scope of Shipping

The book begins with an astonishing statistic: approximately 90% of the world’s goods are
transported by sea. This figure underscores the importance of shipping to the global economy.
George emphasizes that even items that seem to have little connection to maritime transport—such
as the latest technology, food products, and clothing—are often the result of complex supply chains
that rely heavily on shipping.

The Invisible Infrastructure of Global Trade

One of the most compelling aspects of George’s narrative is her exploration of the infrastructure that
supports global trade. She describes the vast network of ports, shipping lanes, and logistics
companies that work together to ensure that goods move smoothly from one location to another. This



infrastructure is often taken for granted, yet it is essential for the functioning of modern economies.

e Ports: These are the gateways for international trade, handling millions of containers each
year. Major ports like Rotterdam, Singapore, and Shanghai play vital roles in the global shipping
network.

* Shipping lanes: The routes ships take are carefully planned to optimize efficiency and safety.
Key shipping lanes, such as the Suez Canal and the Panama Canal, are crucial for reducing
transit times and costs.

e Logistics companies: These organizations coordinate the movement of goods from
manufacturers to consumers, managing everything from freight forwarding to customs
clearance.

Environmental and Ethical Considerations

George does not shy away from discussing the environmental impact of shipping. She highlights how
the industry contributes to pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and the depletion of marine
resources. The shipping industry is responsible for a significant percentage of global carbon
emissions, and there is growing pressure to adopt more sustainable practices.

The Quest for Sustainability

In her book, George examines various initiatives aimed at making shipping more environmentally
friendly. These include:

1. Use of cleaner fuels: Many shipping companies are exploring alternative fuels, such as
liquefied natural gas (LNG), to reduce their carbon footprint.

2. Energy efficiency: Ships are being designed with energy-efficient technologies to minimize
fuel consumption.

3. Regulatory measures: Governments and international organizations are implementing
stricter regulations on emissions and waste management in the shipping industry.

George also discusses the ethical considerations surrounding shipping, particularly in terms of labor
practices. The maritime industry employs millions of workers globally, many of whom face difficult
working conditions and exploitation. By bringing attention to these issues, George encourages readers
to think critically about the true cost of the goods they consume.



The Human Element in Shipping

One of the most engaging parts of "Ninety Percent of Everything" is George’s exploration of the
human stories behind the shipping industry. She interviews sailors, dock workers, and others who play
critical roles in the supply chain. Their experiences reveal the challenges and rewards of working in
such a demanding environment.

The Life of a Sailor

Through her interviews, George paints a vivid picture of life at sea. She discusses the isolation that
sailors often feel, the long periods away from home, and the camaraderie that develops among crew
members. This human element adds depth to the technical aspects of shipping, reminding readers
that behind every container ship are real people with real lives.

The Global Economy and Consumer Responsibility

One of the central messages of George’s book is the interconnectedness of the global economy. She
argues that consumers have a responsibility to understand the implications of their purchasing
decisions. By being aware of the shipping processes that bring products to their doorsteps, individuals
can make more informed choices.

Empowering Consumers

George encourages readers to consider the following factors when making purchasing decisions:
e Source of products: Understanding where goods are produced can help consumers support
ethical practices and local economies.

e Environmental impact: Considering the ecological footprint of products can lead to more
sustainable consumption.

e Labor practices: Supporting companies that prioritize fair labor practices can contribute to
better working conditions for those in the shipping industry.

By highlighting these considerations, George empowers consumers to take an active role in shaping
the future of shipping and global trade.



Conclusion: The Future of Shipping

“Ninety Percent of Everything" is not just a book about shipping; it is a call to action for readers to
become more aware of the complex systems that underpin their daily lives. Rose George’s engaging
writing style, combined with her thorough research, makes the book accessible to a wide audience.

As the world continues to grapple with issues such as climate change, ethical labor practices, and
globalization, the insights provided in George’s work are more relevant than ever. The future of
shipping—and, by extension, the global economy—rests on the collective efforts of industry leaders,
policymakers, and consumers alike.

By understanding the hidden world of shipping, readers can appreciate its significance and advocate
for a more sustainable and equitable future. "Ninety Percent of Everything" serves as an essential
resource for anyone looking to navigate the complexities of modern consumption and its impact on
the world. The book not only informs but also inspires action, making it a critical read for our times.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Ninety Percent of Everything' by
Rose George?

The main theme revolves around the importance of shipping and maritime trade, exploring how it
influences global economics, culture, and daily life.

How does Rose George illustrate the significance of shipping
in 'Ninety Percent of Everything'?

She uses a blend of personal narrative, interviews, and extensive research to highlight how shipping
is the backbone of global trade and everyday goods, often overlooked by the public.

What unique perspective does Rose George offer in her
exploration of the shipping industry?

George provides a humanizing look at the lives of seafarers, revealing the challenges they face and
the realities of their work in a largely invisible industry.

What are some key statistics presented in ‘Ninety Percent of
Everything'?

The book highlights that about 90% of the world's goods are transported by sea, emphasizing the
critical role of shipping in the global economy.

In 'Ninety Percent of Everything', how does George address
environmental issues related to shipping?

She discusses the environmental impact of shipping, including pollution, carbon emissions, and the



effects of oil spills, advocating for more sustainable practices.

What role does technology play in the shipping industry as
discussed in the book?

George examines how advancements in technology are transforming shipping practices, from
navigation to cargo tracking, improving efficiency but also raising new challenges.

What is the significance of the title ‘Ninety Percent of
Everything'?

The title reflects the staggering statistic that the majority of goods consumed globally are transported
by sea, underscoring the unseen complexity of the shipping industry.

How does Rose George incorporate her travel experiences in
'‘Ninety Percent of Everything'?

She shares her own journeys aboard cargo ships, providing firsthand accounts of life at sea and the
inner workings of the shipping industry.

What insights does George provide regarding globalization in
'‘Ninety Percent of Everything'?

She discusses how shipping is a driving force behind globalization, connecting distant economies and
facilitating the flow of goods, culture, and ideas.

How does 'Ninety Percent of Everything' challenge common
perceptions of shipping?

The book challenges the perception that shipping is a mundane or trivial aspect of commerce, instead
presenting it as a vital and dynamic industry with far-reaching implications.
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