Next Steps To Guided Reading

Rubric 15: Next steps

Criteria 1: next steps
Level 1: 2-3 sentences of saying everything went well.
Level 2: management — more time, not how to support student
learning
Level 3: proposing general support focused on CONTENT
Level 4: diﬁsrentiated learning: address how you will challenge
smart kids, support struggling kids, watch this movie, extend
the concept this way.
Candidates are generally tired by this point - score of 2 is
common
Criteria 2: connection to research
« If basic discussion there, then Level 3
If ties to improving instruction and more specific, then Level 4
If strong description of next steps but only superficial research;
then can give Level 4
If some description of next steps but strong research, can give
Level & (depends)

Next Steps to Guided Reading is an essential aspect of literacy instruction that helps educators
facilitate students' reading development. Guided reading is a small-group instructional approach
where teachers support students in reading texts that are at their instructional level. This method
allows educators to tailor instruction to individual student needs, fostering comprehension, fluency,
and a love for reading. However, once the guided reading sessions are underway, it is crucial to
have a clear plan for next steps to ensure continued progress and engagement. This article outlines
effective strategies and practices that can be implemented after initial guided reading sessions to
enhance students' reading skills.

Understanding Guided Reading Phases

Before diving into the next steps, it is vital to understand the phases of guided reading. Each phase
plays a significant role in the students' reading journey:

1. Pre-Reading Phase

During this phase, teachers prepare students for the reading experience. This includes:

- Introducing the text: Discussing the title, cover illustrations, and any pictures within the book.
- Activating prior knowledge: Linking the content of the text to the students' experiences or
knowledge.

- Setting a purpose for reading: Defining why the students will read the text.



2. During Reading Phase

In this phase, students read the text independently or with minimal support. Teachers monitor
students' reading behaviors and provide assistance when necessary.

- Observing: Noting students’ reading strategies, fluency, and comprehension.
- Supporting: Offering guidance or prompting when students struggle with vocabulary or
understanding.

3. Post-Reading Phase

After reading, the focus shifts to reflection and discussion. This phase is crucial for solidifying
comprehension and making connections.

- Discussion: Encouraging students to share their thoughts and insights about the text.
- Response activities: Engaging students in various activities that reinforce understanding, such as
drawing, writing, or role-playing.

Next Steps After Guided Reading Sessions

Once guided reading sessions have been established, it is essential to consider various next steps
that can enhance students' reading skills and ensure they continue to progress. These steps can be
categorized into several areas:

1. Continuous Assessment

Ongoing assessment is crucial in guiding instruction and making informed decisions about next
steps. Here are some strategies for continuous assessment:

- Running Records: Conduct running records to analyze students' reading behaviors, including
accuracy, fluency, and comprehension. This assessment can help pinpoint areas for improvement.

- Informal Observations: Regularly observe students during reading activities to identify strengths
and weaknesses.

- Comprehension Checks: Use questions, discussions, or quick writes to assess understanding of the
text read.

2. Differentiating Instruction

Every student has unique needs, and differentiating instruction is key to meeting these needs
effectively. Consider the following strategies:

- Flexible Grouping: Change reading groups based on students' progress and needs. Students may



need to move to different levels or groups as their skills develop.

- Tiered Reading Materials: Provide texts at varying levels of difficulty that align with students'
reading abilities, interests, and comprehension skills.

- Individualized Support: Offer one-on-one or small-group interventions for students who require
additional assistance.

3. Expanding Vocabulary and Comprehension Skills

Building vocabulary and comprehension skills is essential for improving reading proficiency.
Implement these strategies:

- Word Walls: Create a word wall with high-frequency words or vocabulary related to the texts being
read. Encourage students to use these words in their writing and discussions.

- Vocabulary Games: Incorporate games that promote vocabulary development, such as word bingo,
matching games, or vocabulary charades.

- Comprehension Strategies: Teach specific strategies, such as predicting, questioning, visualizing,
and summarizing, to enhance comprehension.

4. Encouraging Independent Reading

Fostering a love for reading outside of guided sessions is crucial for developing proficient readers.
Consider these approaches:

- Reading Logs: Have students maintain reading logs to track their independent reading progress
and reflect on their experiences.

- Book Recommendations: Encourage students to recommend books to peers and create a classroom
book list based on their interests.

- Author Studies: Organize author studies where students explore the works of a specific author,
deepening their understanding and appreciation for literature.

5. Engaging Families and Communities

Involving families in their children’s literacy development can significantly impact students’ reading
success. Here are some strategies to engage families:

- Reading Nights: Host events where families can come together to read, discuss books, and
participate in literacy activities.

- Home Reading Programs: Encourage families to establish reading routines at home, providing
them with resources and strategies to support their children’s reading.

- Communication: Regularly communicate with families about their child’s progress, including
strengths and areas for improvement.



6. Professional Development for Educators

Continuous professional development is crucial for educators to stay informed about best practices
in guided reading. Consider the following:

- Workshops and Training: Attend workshops focused on guided reading strategies, assessment
techniques, and differentiation.

- Collaborative Planning: Engage in collaborative planning sessions with colleagues to discuss
strategies, share resources, and reflect on practices.

- Literature Circles: Participate in literature circles where educators can read and discuss current
research and trends in literacy instruction.

Conclusion

The journey of guided reading does not end with the completion of a text. Understanding the next
steps is essential for maximizing the benefits of guided reading for students. By focusing on
continuous assessment, differentiating instruction, expanding vocabulary and comprehension skills,
encouraging independent reading, engaging families, and pursuing professional development,
educators can create a thriving literacy environment. These strategies not only foster students'
reading abilities but also instill a lifelong love for reading, setting the stage for ongoing academic
success. As educators embrace these next steps, they will empower their students to become
confident, capable readers equipped for the challenges ahead.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the initial steps to implement guided reading in my
classroom?

Start by assessing your students' reading levels to form small groups based on their abilities. Choose
appropriate texts that match each group's reading level and interests.

How can I select the right texts for guided reading sessions?

Choose texts that are slightly above the students' independent reading level but accessible enough
for them to read with support. Look for books with engaging themes and relatable characters.

What strategies can I use to support struggling readers during
guided reading?

Incorporate strategies like previewing the text, using picture clues, and modeling reading strategies.
Encourage think-alouds and guide students to make predictions and connections.

How can I assess student progress in guided reading?

Utilize running records, comprehension checks, and informal assessments during and after reading



sessions. Monitor their fluency, comprehension, and ability to discuss the text.

What role does student engagement play in guided reading?

Engagement is crucial as it fosters a love for reading and improves comprehension. Use interactive
discussions, varied activities, and choice in reading materials to maintain interest.

How can I involve parents in the guided reading process?

Communicate with parents about their child's reading level and progress. Provide resources and
strategies they can use at home to support their child's reading development.
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