Ndsu Football Coaches History

92-32 (10-1 FC5 Playoffs, 7-3 vs. FBS)

NDSU FOOTBALL COACHES HISTORY IS A RICH TAPESTRY WOVEN FROM A LEGACY OF SUCCESS, INNOVATION, AND LEADERSHIP.
NesTLED IN FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA, NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY (NDSU) HAS MADE ITS MARK IN COLLEGE FOOTBALL,
ESPECIALLY IN THE FooTsALL CHAMPIONSHIP SuBDIVISION (FCS). THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE HISTORY of NDSU
FOOTBALL COACHES, THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS, THE EVOLUTION OF THE PROGRAM, AND THE LASTING IMPACT THEY HAVE MADE ON
THE BISON FOOTBALL TRADITION.

THE EARLY YEARS: FoUuNDATIONAL CoacHes (1894-1960)

NDSU’s FOOTBALL HISTORY CAN BE TRACED BACK TO 1894 WHEN THE PROGRAM WAS ESTABLISHED. THE EARLY YEARS OF
NDSU FOOTBALL WERE MARKED BY A SERIES OF COACHES WHO LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE SUCCESS.

1. THe FIRsT COACHES

- James E. McCoy (1894-1895): SERVING AS THE FIRST HEAD COACH, MCCOY'S TENURE WAS BRIEF, BUT IT MARKED THE
INCEPTION OF BISON FOOTRBALL.

- CARLJ.MaTZ (1921-1923): MATZ LED THE TEAM DURING THE EARLY 1920S AND BEGAN TO ESTABLISH A COMPETITIVE
SPIRIT WITHIN THE YOUNG PROGRAM.

2. THeE MiD-TWENTIETH CENTURY

AS THE PROGRAM MATURED, SEVERAL NOTABLE COACHES EMERGED:

-J. H. "Doc” Bison (1932-1935): UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP, THE TEAM BEGAN TO SEE MORE STRUCTURE AND DISCIPLINE, WHICH
HELPED SET THE TONE FOR FUTURE COACHES.

- LyLe L. Wicker (1945-1947): WICKER’S COACHING STYLE EMPHASIZED TEAMWORK AND RESILIENCE, FOSTERING A SENSE OF
CAMARADERIE AMONG PLAYERS.

THESE EARLY COACHES HELPED BUILD THE FOUNDATION of NDSU’s FooTBALL CULTURE, PAVING THE WAY FOR THE PROGRAM'S
EVENTUAL RISE TO PROMINENCE.



THE RisE To ProMINENCE: LEGENDARY CoacHEs (196 1-2000)

THe 1960s To THE 1990s WAS A TRANSFORMATIVE PERIOD FOR NDSU FOOTBALL, MARKED BY INCREASED COMPETITIVENESS
AND CHAMPIONSHIP ASPIRATIONS. THIS ERA SAW SOME OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL COACHES IN THE PROGRAM’S HISTORY.

1. A New ErRA

- JiIM WAcker (1970-1972): \W ACKER BROUGHT A NEW LEVEL OF INTENSITY AND INNOVATION, LEADING THE BISON TO THEIR
FIRST NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP IN 197 3.

- RoN ERHARDT (1975-1979): ERHARDT'S TENURE WAS CHARACTERIZED BY A STRONG EMPHASIS ON OFFENSIVE STRATEGY,
SHAPING THE BISON INTO A FORMIDABLE FORCE.

2. THe 1980s anp 1990s

THE 1980s aND 1990s WERE CRUCIAL FOR BUILDING NDSU’S REPUTATION IN COLLEGE FOOTBALL:

- EARL A. “BUTcH” JoHNnsoN (1980-1982): JOHNSON'S COACHING STYLE FOCUSED ON DISCIPLINE AND HARD WORK, LEADING
THE TEAM TO MULTIPLE PLAYOFF APPEARANCES.

- Bog BagicH (1997-2002): BABICH LED THE BISON TO SEVERAL SUCCESSFUL SEASONS AND WAS KNOWN FOR HIS ABILITY
TO DEVELOP TALENT, CULMINATING IN A STRONG TEAM SPIRIT AND COMPETITIVENESS.

DURING THIS PERIOD, THE BISON BEGAN TO GAIN NATIONAL RECOGNITION, SETTING THE STAGE FOR THEIR FUTURE SUCCESSES.

THE MoDERN ERA: DOMINANCE AND LEGACY (200 1-PRESENT)

THE 2 1ST CENTURY HAS BEEN NOTHING SHORT OF SPECTACULAR FOR NDSU FOOTBALL, PARTICULARLY DUE TO THE
LEADERSHIP OF SEVERAL PROMINENT COACHES WHO HAVE SHAPED THE PROGRAM INTO A NATIONAL POWERHOUSE.

1. CrAIG BoHL (2003-2013)

ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL COACHES IN NDSU HisTORY, CRAIG BOHL, LED THE BISON TO UNPRECEDENTED HEIGHTS. UNDER
HIS LEADERSHIP:

- CHAMPIONSHIP SUCCESS: BOHL GUIDED THE TEAM TO THREE CONSECUTIVE FCS cHAMPIONSHIPS IN 2011, 2012, anp 2013.
- RECRUITMENT AND DEVELOPMENT: HE EMPHASIZED RECRUITING LOCAL TALENT AND DEVELOPING PLAYERS, WHICH CONTRIBUTED

TO THE TEAM’S SUSTAINED SUCCESS.

BOHL’S COACHING PHILOSOPHY AND STRATEGIC MINDSET HELPED ESTABLISH NDSU AS A PREMIER PROGRAM IN THE FCS
LANDSCAPE.

2. CHris Kuieman (2014-2018)

FOLLOWING BOHL'S DEPARTURE TO THE UNIVERSITY OF \X/YOMING, CHRIS KLIEMAN TOOK THE REINS AND CONTINUED THE
LEGACY OF EXCELLENCE:

- NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS: KLIEMAN LED THE BISON To BACK-TO-BACK FCS cHAMPIONSHIPS IN 2017 Aanp 2018.
- PLAYER DEVELOPMENT: HIS FOCUS ON PLAYER DEVELOPMENT AND TEAMWORK FOSTERED A CULTURE OF EXCELLENCE,



RESULTING IN NUMEROUS PLAYERS BEING DRAFTED INTO THE NFL.

KLIEMAN’S TENURE SOLIDIFIED NDSU'’S REPUTATION AS A FORCE IN COLLEGE FOOTBALL.

3. MATT EnTz (201 9-PRESENT)

TAKING OVER IN 2019, MATT ENTZ HAS CONTINUED THE TRADITION OF SUCCESS:

- IMMEDIATE IMPACT: ENTZ LED THE BISON TO A NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP IN HIS FIRST YEAR, SHOWCASING HIS ABILITY TO
ADAPT AND MAINTAIN HIGH PERFORMANCE.

- INNOVATIVE OFFENSE AND DEFENSE: HIS COACHING STRATEGIES EMPHASIZE A BALANCED OFFENSIVE ATTACK ALONG WITH A
FORMIDABLE DEFENSE, KEEPING NDSU AT THE ToP oF FCS FoOTBALL.

ENTZ’S LEADERSHIP HAS ENSURED THAT NDSU REMAINS A PERENNIAL CONTENDER FOR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS.

COACHING PHILOSOPHY AND IMPACT ON PLAYERS

THE COACHING HISTORY AT NDSU IS NOT ONLY ABOUT WINS AND LOSSES, IT’S ALSO ABOUT THE PHILOSOPHIES AND VALUES
IMPARTED TO PLAYERS.

1. EMPHASIS ON TEAMWORK AND DISCIPLINE

THROUGHOUT THE YEARS, NDSU COACHES HAVE INSTILLED:

- TeaM COHESION: THE IMPORTANCE OF TEAMWORK HAS BEEN A CONSISTENT MESSAGE, FOSTERING A FAMILY-ORIENTED
ATMOSPHERE AMONG PLAYERS.

- DiscIpLINE: COACHES EMPHASIZE THE NECESSITY OF DISCIPLINE, BOTH ON AND OFF THE FIELD, PREPARING PLAYERS FOR LIFE
BEYOND FOOTBALL.

2. DEVELOPMENT OF T ALENT

NDSU COACHES HAVE BEEN ADEPT AT RECOGNIZING AND DEVELOPING TALENT, LEADING TO:

- NFL Success: MANY FORMER BISON PLAYERS HAVE GONE ON TO HAVE SUCCESSFUL CAREERS IN THE NFL, A TESTAMENT TO
THE COACHING STAFF'S COMMITMENT TO PLAYER DEVELOPMENT.

- LEADERSHIP SkILLS: COACHES FOCUS ON DEVELOPING LEADERSHIP QUALITIES, PREPARING PLAYERS FOR FUTURE ROLES IN THEIR
COMMUNITIES AND CAREERS.

ConNcLusioN: A LEGACY OF EXCELLENCE

THE HISTORY OF NDSU FOOTBALL COACHES REFLECTS A LEGACY OF EXCELLENCE, INNOVATION, AND RESILIENCE. FrROM THE
EARLY PIONEERS TO THE MODERN-DAY LEADERS, EACH COACH HAS CONTRIBUTED UNIQUELY TO THE PROGRAM’S SUCCESS. THE
BisoN’s DOMINANCE IN FCS FOOTBALL CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE DEDICATION OF THESE COACHES, WHO HAVE FOSTERED A
CULTURE OF TEAMWORK, DISCIPLINE, AND RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF GREATNESS.

AS THE PROGRAM CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, THE IMPACT OF PAST COACHES REMAINS EVIDENT IN THE VALUES AND TRADITIONS
UPHELD BY CURRENT LEADERS AND PLAYERS ALIKE. THE NDSU FOOTBALL COACHES HISTORY IS NOT JUST A CHRONICLE OF WINS
AND LOSSES BUT A STORY OF GROWTH, COMMITMENT, AND THE ENDURING SPIRIT OF THE Bison.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHO WAS THE FIRST HEAD COACH oF THE NDSU FOOTBALL PROGRAM?

THE FIRST HEAD COACH OF THE NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY FOOTBALL PROGRAM WAS H. W. ‘HANK' HULT, WHO LED
THE TEAM IN 1899.

WHICH NDSU FOOTBALL COACH HAS THE MOST WINS IN PROGRAM HISTORY?

As oF 2023, THE COACH WITH THE MOST WINS IN NDSU FOOTBALL HISTORY IS CHRIS KLIEMAN, WHO RECORDED A TOTAL OF
69 wins From 2014 10 2018.

\W/HAT NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS DID CRAIG BOHL ACCOMPLISH DURING HIS TENURE AS
NDSU HEAD COACH?

CrAIG BoHL, wHo coacHeD NDSU From 2003 To 2013, LED THE TEAM TO THREE CONSECUTIVE FCS NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIPS IN 2011, 2012, AND 2013, SIGNIFICANTLY ELEVATING THE PROGRAM’S REPUTATION.

\WHo succeepeD CHRIS KLIEMAN AS HEAD COACH oF NDSU FooTBALL?

MATT ENTZ succeeped CHRIS KLIEMAN AS THE HEAD COACH oF THE NDSU FooTsALL TEAM IN 2019.

How MANY NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS HAS THE NDSU FOOTBALL PROGRAM WON
UNDER ITS COACHES?

THe NDSU FOOTBALL PROGRAM HAS WON A TOTAL OF NINE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS, WITH THE MAJORITY OCCURRING
DURING THE TENURE OF COACHES LIKE CRAIG BOHL AND CHRIS KLIEMAN.
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FIVE SKILLS YOUR ATTACKING MIDCOURTERS NEED
The midcourt is the engine room of any netball team’s attack end. And the ability of your wing attack
and centre being able to beat their opponents, get the ball onto the goal circle and...

NETBALL POSITIONS AND ROLES EXPLAINED:2023
Mar 22, 2024 - Midcourt players consist of the center, wing attack, and wing defense positions.
These players are responsible for moving the ball from defense to attack and vice versa.

Netball Positions: Understanding Your Role on the Court
Understanding and mastering the defensive positions of goal defense and goal keeper are essential
for any netball player looking to contribute to their team’s success. By fulfilling your ...

Understanding Netball Positions: Roles and Responsibilities
Sep 18, 2024 - Excellent jumping ability and timing. Good understanding of the game’s strategies.
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Understanding the roles and responsibilities of each netball position is crucial for players ...

Transition from Defence to Attack (Depth, Width, | Sportplan
DESCRIPTION In this drill, we are trying to avoid the situation in transition when everyone is 'out' of
position for attack (having just been defending) so just run away!! Variation 1: Working in ...

Netball Positions - netballwiki.nz
Apr 7, 2025 - Attacking players should work on their movement, positioning, and accuracy when
passing to help create scoring opportunities. Midcourt players need to be able to do a bit of ...

Playing Positions in Netball and Their Roles - Topend Sports
Playing Positions in Netball and their Roles In netball, there are seven specific playing positions,
each with its own unique role and responsibilities. Each position has specific rules and ...

Mastering the Game: A Comprehensive Guide to Netball Positions ...
Feb 27, 2024 - For players, coaches, and enthusiasts, understanding the roles and responsibilities of
netball positions is the first step toward mastering the game. However, it's the continuous ...

NETBALL: TIPS FOR SELECTING MIDCOURTERS
NETBALL: TIPS FOR SELECTING MIDCOURTERS In the next of our series of tips on the some of
the position-specific things you can watch for as netball selectors, we're looking at the ...

“I'VE BEEN TOLD I'M TOO SHORT - thenetballcoach.com
It’s often around this time of year that netball players and parents reach out for advice when their
coach or someone within their club tells them they need to trial in a new position. Usually it’s ...

Netball positions: Which one fits you the best? - Red Bull
Dec 10, 2019 - Mid-court Wing Defence, Centre, Wing Attack You might not be the tallest player on
the court, but you've got speed, dynamism and agility to rival those long-legged defenders ...

How Netball Positions Affect Game Strategy and Player ...
Apr 1, 2025 - Master netball positions, game strategy, and skills at The Netball Academy,
Singapore’s go-to place for confident, competitive players.

Queen Anne, Seattle - Wikipedia
Queen Anne is a neighborhood in northwestern Seattle, Washington. Queen Anne covers an area of
7.3 square kilometers (2.8 sq mi), and has a population of about 28,000.

Queen Anne, Seattle, WA: Neighborhood Guide & Things to Do
Mar 8, 2023 - Queen Anne features striking views of the city and almost every natural landmark in
the greater Seattle area, including Puget Sound, the Olympic Mountains, Mount Rainer, the ...

The Top 46 Things To Do In Queen Anne, Seattle
Mar 17, 2023 - Looking for things to do in Queen Anne, Seattle? Here's where to eat, drink, shop,
and play in one of Seattle's best neighborhoods.

Queen Anne - Visit Seattle
McMenamins Queen Anne is an inviting pub with comfort food and house-brewed ales. Dine on

sensational Italian and Mediterranean cooking from chef Ethan Stowell at How to Cook a Wolf. ...

Queen Anne Historical Society



Jun 18, 2025 - We offer free engaging live and virtual programs with topics ranging from modern
architecture on Queen Anne to preserving the past. We document our Queen Anne history and ...

Queen Anne Map - Neighborhoods - Map of Seattle
Queen Anne is a neighborhood and physical feature located northwest of downtown Seattle,
Washington, United States. The wealthy area is located atop the eponymous hill, which has a ...

10 VERY BEST Things to do in Queen Anne (Seattle) - with photos ...
Queen Anne is an affluent, hilltop neighborhood in Seattle, 5 minutes from downtown. Its main
shopping streets are West Galer Street, and Queen Anne Avenue North, with lots of ...

Queen Anne, Seattle Neighborhood Guide | Redfin
Queen Anne is a vibrant neighborhood in Seattle, known for its stunning views, historic architecture,
and local businesses. The area is home to a mix of charming craftsman houses, ...

Queen Anne | Neighborhood Guide - SeattleResults.com
The highest hill in Seattle, Queen Anne rises 456 feet above Elliott Bay. Its close proximity to

Downtown, the Seattle Center, where numerous sports events, concerts and theater events ...
Queen Anne - Seattle, WA - Apartments.com

Wondering if Queen Anne in Seattle is the right neighborhood for you? Learn about the area,
average rents, transit and transportation, and more with our comprehensive research into the ...

Explore the rich history of NDSU football coaches and their impact on the program. Discover how
their leadership shaped Bison football success!
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