
New 52 Batman Volume 2

New 52 Batman Volume 2 continues the gripping narratives introduced in the first volume,
expanding on the complexities of Gotham City and the intricate web of characters that
inhabit it. Released as part of DC Comics' New 52 initiative, this series redefined the
Batman mythos for a new generation, showcasing not only the Dark Knight’s relentless
fight against crime but also deepening the emotional and psychological layers of Bruce
Wayne. With iconic storytelling by Scott Snyder and striking artwork by Greg Capullo,
Volume 2 dives into the heart of Gotham's darkness while exploring the repercussions of
Batman's actions.



Overview of New 52 Batman Volume 2

New 52 Batman Volume 2, subtitled "The City of Owls," collects issues 9-12 and the 0
issue of the Batman series. This volume is a continuation of the story arc that began in the
first volume, where Snyder and Capullo introduced a fresh take on Batman and his rogues'
gallery.

The Premise

In this volume, Batman faces a new and formidable foe: the Court of Owls. This secret
society has been manipulating Gotham from the shadows for centuries, and they have
plans that could threaten not only Batman but the entire city he swore to protect. The
narrative is both a thrilling detective story and a deep dive into the history of Gotham,
revealing the ties between the city, its elite, and its dark underbelly.

Key Themes

1. Legacy and History: The Court of Owls symbolizes the hidden history of Gotham,
challenging Batman's understanding of his city and his role within it.
2. Isolation: Batman's solitary nature is highlighted, emphasizing how his quest for justice
often leaves him isolated from allies and loved ones.
3. Fear and Control: The volume explores how fear can be used as a tool for control, both
by the Court of Owls and by Batman himself.

Character Development

Batman/Bruce Wayne

One of the most critical aspects of New 52 Batman Volume 2 is the evolution of Bruce
Wayne as both Batman and the man behind the mask.

Key Traits:
- Determination: Bruce’s relentless pursuit of justice often blinds him to the dangers he
faces, both physically and emotionally.
- Vulnerability: This volume showcases Bruce's fears, particularly in relation to his family's
legacy and the history of Gotham.
- Leadership: As he faces the Court of Owls, Bruce learns the importance of alliances and
the necessity of trust, even if it is difficult for him.

The Court of Owls

The Court of Owls is introduced as a significant antagonist, representing the hidden
powers that influence Gotham from the shadows.

Characteristics:
- Elusiveness: They operate in secrecy, using their influence to manipulate events to their
advantage.
- Symbolism: Their use of owls as both a motif and a weapon signifies their predatory
nature and their connection to the night.
- Talon: The Court employs Talon, a deadly assassin, to carry out their dirty work, posing a
significant physical threat to Batman.



Supporting Characters

- Alfred Pennyworth: Batman’s loyal butler and confidant, who provides wisdom and
support during Bruce’s darkest hours.
- Nightwing (Dick Grayson): As Batman’s former ward, Nightwing plays a crucial role in
the narrative, highlighting the importance of family and teamwork.
- Commissioner Gordon: A steadfast ally, Gordon’s relationship with Batman is tested as
the Court’s influence grows.

Story Arcs

The City of Owls

The primary storyline of Volume 2 revolves around the City of Owls, where Batman
discovers the existence of the Court and their plans for Gotham.

Key Events:
1. Discovery: Batman uncovers clues that lead him to realize that the Court has been
operating in Gotham for centuries.
2. Confrontation: The initial confrontation with Talon sets the tone for the volume,
showcasing Batman’s physical and mental struggle against a powerful adversary.
3. The Battle for Gotham: Batman rallies his allies to fight against the Court, leading to a
climactic battle that tests his resolve and his relationships.

The 0 Issue

The 0 issue serves as a flashback, providing readers with a deeper understanding of Bruce
Wayne’s early years as Batman.

Key Highlights:
- Origin: The issue delves into Bruce's formative experiences that shaped him into the
Dark Knight.
- Gotham’s Influence: It reveals how the city itself has shaped Bruce’s identity and his
mission.

Artistic Style

The artwork in New 52 Batman Volume 2 is a significant contributor to its storytelling.
Greg Capullo’s dynamic art style captures the dark, gritty atmosphere of Gotham and
enhances the emotional weight of the narrative.

Key Artistic Elements:
- Character Design: Capullo’s design for Batman and the Court of Owls emphasizes their
contrasting natures—Batman’s gritty determination versus the Court’s cold elegance.
- Action Sequences: The fluidity and intensity of the action scenes pull readers into the
heart of the conflict, making them feel every punch and emotional blow.
- Atmospheric Color Palette: The use of darker tones enhances the mood, making Gotham
feel like a character in itself.

Critical Reception



New 52 Batman Volume 2 received widespread acclaim from critics and fans alike, praised
for its storytelling, character development, and art.

Notable Reviews:
- Comic Book Resources: Lauded the volume for its intricate plotting and the fresh take on
familiar characters.
- IGN: Highlighted Snyder's ability to weave horror elements into the superhero genre,
creating a suspenseful narrative.
- The A.V. Club: Commended the volume for its exploration of Bruce Wayne’s psyche and
the moral dilemmas he faces as Batman.

Conclusion

New 52 Batman Volume 2 stands as a testament to the enduring appeal of Batman as a
character and the rich storytelling potential within the DC Universe. By introducing the
Court of Owls, Scott Snyder and Greg Capullo not only revitalized Batman's narrative but
also invited readers to explore deeper themes of legacy, fear, and the shadows that linger
in Gotham City. As Batman grapples with his past and confronts new threats, readers are
left on the edge of their seats, eagerly anticipating what comes next in this ever-evolving
saga. This volume not only deepens the lore surrounding the Dark Knight but also
continues to resonate with themes that are relevant in any era, making it a must-read for
both new and longtime fans of the Caped Crusader.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main storyline of 'New 52 Batman Volume
2'?
'New 52 Batman Volume 2', titled 'The City of Owls', revolves around Batman uncovering a
hidden society known as the Court of Owls, which has been manipulating Gotham City for
centuries. The storyline explores Batman's struggle against this secret organization and
their deadly Talon assassins.

Who is the primary antagonist in 'The City of Owls' arc?
The primary antagonist in 'The City of Owls' arc is the Court of Owls, a clandestine society
that has deep roots in Gotham's history, and their enforcer known as Talon, who poses a
significant threat to Batman and the citizens of Gotham.

Which artists collaborated on the artwork for 'New 52
Batman Volume 2'?
'New 52 Batman Volume 2' features artwork primarily by Greg Capullo, with contributions
from inker Danny Miki and colorist FCO Plascencia, all of whom received praise for their
dynamic and atmospheric illustrations that enhance the storytelling.



How does 'New 52 Batman Volume 2' connect to the
overall New 52 universe?
'New 52 Batman Volume 2' is part of DC Comics' New 52 initiative, which rebooted
various superhero titles. It connects to the broader universe through its character
interactions and events that reference other New 52 titles, establishing Batman's role
within this new continuity.

What themes are explored in 'New 52 Batman Volume
2'?
'New 52 Batman Volume 2' explores themes of legacy, the impact of one's past on the
present, and the nature of power and control, as Batman confronts a hidden history of
Gotham and the challenges posed by an unseen enemy that has long manipulated events
from the shadows.
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