
New York Giants Quarterbacks History

New York Giants quarterbacks history is a tale of resilience, talent, and sporting excellence that
spans over nine decades. Since the team's inception in 1925, the Giants have featured numerous
quarterbacks who have left an indelible mark on the franchise and the NFL at large. This article
takes a detailed look at the evolution of the quarterback position within the New York Giants
organization, highlighting key players, memorable moments, and the impact they've had on the
team's legacy.

Early Years and the Formation of a Legacy

The New York Giants were established in 1925, and from the beginning, the quarterback position
was pivotal to the team's identity. In the early years, the style of play was heavily influenced by the
era's focus on running games, but the need for a capable passer soon became apparent.

1930s: The Groundwork

- Benny Friedman (1929-1931): Widely regarded as the first star quarterback for the Giants,
Friedman was an innovative player who threw the first forward pass in a professional football game.
His contributions helped establish the passing game in the NFL.
- Harry Newman (1934-1939): Newman took over as the Giants’ quarterback and led the team to its
first NFL championship in 1934. His leadership and passing ability set a standard for future
quarterbacks.

1940s: Post-War Era and Changes

- Frank Filchock (1940-1943): Filchock brought a strong passing arm and led the team to the NFL
Championship in 1944, showcasing the growing importance of the quarterback in the Giants'
offensive strategy.



- Charlie Conerly (1948-1961): Conerly's tenure as the starting quarterback was significant. He was
known for his calm demeanor and ability to lead, ultimately winning the NFL Championship in 1956.

The 1960s and 1970s: The Evolution of the Position

The 1960s and 1970s saw the NFL evolve into a more pass-oriented league, and the Giants sought to
keep pace.

Notable Quarterbacks

- Y.A. Tittle (1961-1964): Tittle became one of the league's first true passing stars. His incredible
ability to read defenses and throw deep passes made him a fan favorite and earned him three NFL
MVP awards during his time with the Giants.
- Gary Wood (1963-1969): Wood was known for his versatility and ability to adapt to the changing
game. Though he served primarily as a backup, he played a critical role when called upon.

Struggles and Challenges

The late 60s and 70s were difficult for the Giants, with inconsistent performances at the quarterback
position contributing to a series of losing seasons. The franchise went through multiple
quarterbacks, searching for stability.

The 1980s: A Turning Point

The 1980s marked a significant era in Giants' history, culminating in the hiring of head coach Bill
Parcells and the drafting of a franchise quarterback.

Phil Simms: The Face of the Franchise

- Phil Simms (1979-1993): Simms became the cornerstone of the Giants in the 1980s and early
1990s. He led the team to two Super Bowl victories (XXI, XXV) and was named MVP of Super Bowl
XXI. His leadership, toughness, and ability to perform in clutch situations solidified his legacy within
the franchise.

Supporting Cast and Development

- The emergence of players like Jeff Hostetler as a reliable backup and eventual starter during the
1990 Super Bowl run showed the depth the Giants developed at the quarterback position.



1990s: Transition and Challenges

The 1990s presented a mixed bag for the Giants, with the team experiencing both success and
struggles at the quarterback position.

Quarterback Carousel

- Dave Brown (1992-1996): Brown was one of several quarterbacks who were unable to replicate
Simms' success. His time with the Giants was marked by inconsistency and ultimately led to his
departure.
- Kerry Collins (1999-2003): Collins revitalized the position after Brown, leading the Giants to Super
Bowl XXXV. Although they lost, Collins’ strong arm and leadership helped navigate the team through
a challenging period.

The 2000s: Redemption and Triumph

The early 2000s were transformative for the Giants, bringing both new hope and a new face to the
quarterback position.

Eli Manning: A New Era

- Eli Manning (2004-2017): Drafted as the first overall pick in 2004, Manning faced early criticism
but ultimately became one of the franchise's greatest quarterbacks. He led the Giants to two Super
Bowl victories (XLII, XLVI), both against the highly favored New England Patriots. Manning's calm
under pressure and ability to perform in crucial moments made him a beloved figure among Giants
fans.

Supporting Players and Coaching Changes

- During Manning's career, he was supported by notable offensive players like Tiki Barber and
Plaxico Burress, and his relationship with head coach Tom Coughlin was instrumental in the team's
success.

2010s: The Quest for Consistency

The latter part of Manning's career was marked by ups and downs as the Giants sought to maintain
competitiveness.



Inconsistency and Injuries

- The Giants struggled with injuries and inconsistent play from Manning and his supporting cast.
Despite this, Manning's leadership remained a cornerstone of the team's identity.

Transitioning to New Quarterbacks

- Daniel Jones (2019-Present): Drafted sixth overall in 2019, Jones represents the Giants’ effort to
transition into a new era. He has shown flashes of brilliance, but consistency remains a concern. The
organization continues to build around him, hoping to restore the franchise to its former glory.

Conclusion: A Rich Quarterback Legacy

The New York Giants quarterbacks history is one filled with highs and lows, triumphs and
tribulations. From early pioneers like Benny Friedman to modern-day stars like Eli Manning and
Daniel Jones, the franchise has seen a wide array of talent under center. Each quarterback has
contributed to the team's rich legacy, shaping the Giants into one of the most storied franchises in
NFL history.

As the Giants look to the future, they carry with them the lessons learned from their past
quarterbacks. The hope is that the next great chapter in Giants history is just around the corner,
driven by the next generation of quarterbacks who will continue to uphold the legacy of excellence
that has defined this iconic team.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the New York
Giants?
The first starting quarterback for the New York Giants was Ed Danowski, who played for the team
from 1925 to 1931.

Which New York Giants quarterback led the team to its first
NFL Championship?
Y.A. Tittle led the New York Giants to their first NFL Championship in 1956.

Who is the all-time passing leader for the New York Giants?
Eli Manning is the all-time passing leader for the New York Giants, with over 57,000 passing yards.



What significant achievement did Phil Simms accomplish with
the Giants?
Phil Simms led the Giants to victory in Super Bowl XXI, earning the Super Bowl MVP award in the
process.

Which Giants quarterback famously led a game-winning drive
in Super Bowl XLII?
Eli Manning famously led a game-winning drive in Super Bowl XLII against the New England
Patriots.

Who was the starting quarterback for the Giants during their
2007 Super Bowl victory?
Eli Manning was the starting quarterback for the New York Giants during their 2007 Super Bowl
victory.

What notable record did Y.A. Tittle set while playing for the
Giants?
Y.A. Tittle set a record for the most touchdown passes in a single season while playing for the Giants
in 1963.

Which New York Giants quarterback was known for his strong
arm and led the team in the 1980s?
Phil Simms was known for his strong arm and led the New York Giants throughout the 1980s.

Who was the Giants' starting quarterback before Eli Manning?
Kerry Collins was the starting quarterback for the New York Giants before Eli Manning took over the
position.
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