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Medication Administration NCLEX
Questions

¥What is the best way lor the nurse lo make sura that the nght patient 5 recenving a
prescribed drug when the pabant is alert and omented?

& ask the patient 1o slale his or her name

b. check the patient’s wrist band

c. lock al the patienls char

d. have the patient stabe his or her name and birth date. - CORRECT ANSWER d. have
the patient state his ar har name and birth dale.

when is it acceplable for the nurse io take a verbal order from the prescriber belore
giving a drug lo a patient?

a dunng the night shift when the prescriber is nol al the hospdal

b. in an emergancy situalion such as a cardiac ames!

c. when a patieni is expariencing severe pain

d. at any ime it is necessary - CORRECT ANSWER b. in an emergency situation such
as a cardiac amesl

The nurse i giving morming madications 10 patent who refuses 1o take an oral dose of
docusate (Colace).\Whal is the nursa’s best responsa?

& your prescriber ordared thal you must lake this drug hwice a day.

b. docusate will soften your bowel movements so thal you do nol sirain

¢. this drug will hielp prevent constipation while you ane on bed rest.

d. can you iell me why you do not wani o take the docusate? - CORRECT ANSWER d.
can you tell me why you do not want 1o lake the docusala?

whal is the mos! imporiant role ol the nurse in preventing drug errorg?

a always chascking the patienl’s diagnosis before ghving a drug

b. always lollowing the "six rights® of drug administration

€. being the one dalensa for delecting and preventing drug ermors

d. being most likely 1o detect a drug error that has occumed. - CORRECT ANSWER b
atways following Ihe “six rights® of drug administration

The prescribar ondars atenalol (Tenarmin) 25 mg o be given orally once a day 1o contral
a patients high blood pressure. The nurse takes the patient’s vilal signs and finds that
the blood pressura is 128/80 and the heart rale is 60 b/m. Whal does the nurse do first
bedore giving this drug?

a. check the order for prescrbar limitations on when the drug should be given

b. notity the prescribar and ask if the drug should be given

c. reassess the blood pressure and heart rate in 30 minules

d. give the drug exacltly as prescribed. - CORRECT ANSWER a. check the order for
prescriber limitations on when the drug should be given

NCLEX medication administration questions are a critical component of the nursing licensure
examination, designed to assess a candidate's knowledge and competence in administering
medications safely and effectively. In the nursing profession, medication administration is a
fundamental skill, and the NCLEX exam tests not only the knowledge of various pharmacological
agents but also the application of nursing principles to ensure patient safety. This article will delve
into the types of medication administration questions found in the NCLEX, common themes,
strategies for answering them, and resources for further study.



Understanding NCLEX Medication Administration
Questions

NCLEX medication administration questions can vary widely, but they typically fall into several
categories:

1. Dosage Calculations
Dosage calculation questions require candidates to apply mathematical skills to determine the
correct amount of medication to be administered. This may involve:

- Converting units (e.g., milligrams to grams)
- Calculating dosages based on patient weight
- Adjusting doses for special populations (e.g., pediatric or geriatric patients)

2. Medication Safety and Administration Routes
This category focuses on the safe administration of medications, including:
- Understanding different routes of administration (oral, IV, IM, subcutaneous)

- Recognizing potential side effects and adverse reactions
- Knowing the appropriate nursing interventions in case of an error

3. Pharmacology Knowledge
Candidates are expected to have a solid understanding of pharmacology, including:
- Mechanisms of action for various drug classes

- Indications, contraindications, and interactions
- Monitoring parameters for specific medications

4. Patient Education

Patient education questions assess a candidate’s ability to provide safe and effective teaching to
patients regarding their medications, which includes:

- Explaining the purpose of the medication
- Discussing potential side effects
- Instructing on proper administration techniques

Strategies for Answering Medication Administration



Questions

To successfully navigate NCLEX medication administration questions, consider the following
strategies:

1. Prioritize Safety

Patient safety is paramount in nursing practice. When answering medication administration
questions, always consider:

- The "five rights" of medication administration:
- Right patient

- Right medication

- Right dose

- Right route

- Right time

2. Use the Process of Elimination

In multiple-choice questions, utilize the process of elimination to narrow down options. This can help
increase the likelihood of selecting the correct answer, especially when unsure.

3. Familiarize Yourself with Common Medications
Understanding common medications, their uses, side effects, and nursing considerations will help

you answer questions more efficiently. Focus on:

- High-alert medications (e.g., insulin, anticoagulants)
- Commonly prescribed drugs (e.g., antihypertensives, antibiotics)

4. Practice Dosage Calculations

Since dosage calculations are a frequent topic, practice these problems regularly. Resources such as
nursing textbooks, online quizzes, and NCLEX review books can provide practice questions and
scenarios.

5. Read Questions Carefully

Careful reading of the questions is essential. Pay attention to keywords such as “best,” “first,
important,” and “least likely” as they can significantly alter the focus of the question.
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Common Themes in NCLEX Medication Administration



Questions

Understanding common themes can help in preparing for the exam. Some of these include:

1. Adverse Effects and Interactions

Questions often test knowledge of potential adverse effects and drug interactions. Being able to
identify these can help prevent medication errors.

2. Nursing Responsibilities

Questions may focus on the nursing responsibilities associated with medication administration,
including assessment, planning, implementation, and evaluation.

3. Patient-Specific Factors

Candidates should be able to consider patient-specific factors, such as age, weight, renal and hepatic
function, and other comorbidities when determining medication appropriateness.

4. Legal and Ethical Considerations

Understanding the legal and ethical implications of medication administration, including informed
consent and the nurse's role in medication errors, is vital.

Resources for Studying NCLEX Medication
Administration Questions

Preparing for the NCLEX can be daunting, but various resources can aid in your study efforts:

1. NCLEX Review Books

Books specifically designed for NCLEX review often have sections dedicated to medication
administration. Some popular titles include:

- Saunders Comprehensive Review for the NCLEX-RN Examination
- Kaplan NCLEX-RN Prep Plus

2. Online Question Banks

Online question banks provide a vast array of practice questions, including medication
administration scenarios. Notable platforms include:



- UWorld
- NCLEX Mastery
- Hurst Review Services

3. Nursing School Resources

Utilize resources provided by your nursing school, including practice tests, simulation labs, and
group study sessions. Collaborating with peers can enhance learning.

4. Mobile Apps

Mobile apps aimed at NCLEX preparation can be a convenient way to study on the go. Look for apps
that include medication administration practice questions.

Conclusion

NCLEX medication administration questions represent a vital aspect of the nursing licensure
examination, testing candidates on their ability to safely and effectively administer medications. By
understanding the types of questions, employing effective strategies, and utilizing available
resources, nursing students can enhance their test-taking skills and ultimately ensure a successful
outcome on the NCLEX. Mastery of medication administration not only prepares candidates for the
exam but also equips them with the essential skills needed in their nursing careers, ensuring the
safety and well-being of their patients.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of NCLEX medication
administration questions?

The primary purpose is to assess the candidate's knowledge and ability to safely administer
medications, understand pharmacology principles, and recognize potential side effects and
interactions.

What types of medication administration routes are commonly
tested on the NCLEX?

Common routes include oral, intravenous, intramuscular, subcutaneous, topical, and inhalation, each
requiring specific knowledge regarding preparation and administration techniques.

How should a candidate approach a question about medication
dosage calculations?

Candidates should carefully read the question, identify the required dosage, convert units if
necessary, and perform calculations step-by-step to ensure accuracy before selecting an answer.



What are some key considerations when answering questions
about high-risk medications?

Candidates should be aware of the specific monitoring requirements, potential side effects, and the
importance of double-checking dosages and patient allergies when dealing with high-risk
medications.

How does the NCLEX test knowledge of medication side
effects?

The NCLEX may present scenarios where candidates must identify potential side effects based on
the medication prescribed, assess the patient's condition, and determine appropriate nursing
interventions.

What role does patient education play in NCLEX medication
administration questions?

Patient education is crucial, and candidates may be tested on their ability to explain medication
purposes, dosing schedules, side effects, and the importance of adherence to treatment regimens.
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