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NCEES PE Civil Structural Practice Exam is an essential tool for civil engineers aspiring to
obtain their Professional Engineer (PE) license in the structural discipline. The National
Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES) designs the PE exam to
evaluate the competency of engineering professionals in their respective fields. The
structural practice exam is not only a means to assess knowledge but also a glimpse into
the real-world applications of engineering principles.

Understanding the NCEES PE Civil Structural
Exam

The NCEES PE Civil Structural exam is intended for civil engineers specializing in



structural engineering. This examination is pivotal for those looking to advance their
careers and gain licensure, which is a requirement for practicing as a professional
engineer in many jurisdictions.

Exam Structure and Format

The PE Civil Structural exam is structured as follows:

1. Length and Duration:
- The exam lasts for a total of 8 hours, divided into two 4-hour segments.
- Test-takers are provided a scheduled break between the two segments.

2. Question Types:
- The exam consists of 80 questions, which may be in multiple-choice format.
- The questions cover a wide range of topics relevant to structural engineering.

3. Topics Covered:

- Structural analysis

- Concrete design

- Steel design

- Geotechnical engineering

- Construction management

- Other civil engineering subjects

4. Reference Materials:
- Examinees are allowed to bring reference materials, including codes and standards.
- Familiarity with these materials is crucial for success.

The Importance of Practice Exams

Preparing for the NCEES PE Civil Structural exam requires a strategic approach, and
practice exams are an integral part of this preparation.

Benefits of Taking Practice Exams

1. Familiarity with Exam Format:
- Practice exams simulate the actual test environment, helping candidates acclimate to the
format and timing.

2. Identifying Weak Areas:
- By taking practice tests, examinees can identify subjects or types of questions where they
may need additional study or focus.

3. Building Confidence:
- Regular practice can help reduce anxiety and boost confidence levels, making candidates



more comfortable on exam day.
4. Improving Time Management:

- Completing practice exams helps candidates develop strategies for managing their time
effectively during the actual exam.

Types of Practice Exams Available

1. Official NCEES Practice Exam:
- NCEES offers an official practice exam that mirrors the actual exam format and content.

2. Third-Party Practice Exams:

- Various educational institutions and companies provide practice exams and study guides
tailored to the PE Civil Structural exam.

3. Online Resources:

- Many online platforms offer practice questions and assessments that can be taken at the
candidate's convenience.

Effective Study Strategies

Preparing for the NCEES PE Civil Structural exam requires dedication and a well-
structured study plan. Here are some effective study strategies:

Creating a Study Schedule

1. Assess Your Current Knowledge:
- Take a diagnostic exam to gauge your strengths and weaknesses.

2. Set Goals:
- Define specific, measurable goals for each study session.

3. Allocate Time Wisely:
- Dedicate more time to challenging topics while maintaining a balanced approach to all

subjects.

4. Include Breaks:
- Schedule short breaks to improve focus and retention.

Utilizing Study Materials

1. Textbooks and Reference Books:
- Invest in recommended textbooks and reference materials, such as the AISC Steel



Construction Manual and ACI 318 for concrete design.

2. Online Courses:
- Consider enrolling in online courses that offer structured learning and expert guidance.

3. Study Groups:
- Join or form study groups with peers to facilitate discussion and collaborative learning.

Day of the Exam: What to Expect

The day of the NCEES PE Civil Structural exam can be daunting, but knowing what to
expect can help ease nerves.

Logistics to Consider

1. Exam Location:
- Confirm your exam location in advance and plan your route.

2. Identification Requirements:
- Bring valid identification as specified by NCEES, such as a government-issued ID.

3. Allowed Materials:

- Familiarize yourself with what materials you can bring, including calculators, codes, and
reference books.

Exam Strategy

1. Read Questions Carefully:
- Take your time to understand each question before selecting an answer.

2. Practice Time Management:
- Keep an eye on the clock and allocate time for each question to avoid running out of

time.

3. Review Your Answers:
- If time permits, review your answers to ensure accuracy before submitting.

Post-Exam Considerations

After taking the NCEES PE Civil Structural exam, candidates should consider the
following:



Waiting for Results

- Results are typically released within a few weeks after the exam date.
- Understand the process and timeline for receiving your results.

If You Do Not Pass

1. Evaluate Performance:
- Review your performance and identify areas for improvement.

2. Create a New Study Plan:
- Based on your evaluation, develop a new study plan focusing on weak areas.

3. Consider Retaking the Exam:
- Familiarize yourself with the retake policies and deadlines.

Conclusion

In summary, the NCEES PE Civil Structural Practice Exam is a critical component for civil
engineers aiming for licensure. By understanding the exam format, utilizing practice
exams, and implementing effective study strategies, candidates can significantly enhance
their chances of success. With thorough preparation and a focused approach, aspiring
professional engineers can confidently tackle this important milestone in their careers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the NCEES PE Civil Structural Practice Exam?

The NCEES PE Civil Structural Practice Exam is a professional engineering exam
designed to test the knowledge and skills of candidates in civil and structural engineering
principles. It is a requirement for obtaining a Professional Engineer (PE) license in the
United States.

How can I prepare for the NCEES PE Civil Structural
Practice Exam?

Preparation can involve studying reference materials, taking practice exams, reviewing
the exam specifications provided by NCEES, and enrolling in preparatory courses
specifically tailored for the PE Civil Structural Exam.

What types of questions are included in the NCEES PE



Civil Structural Practice Exam?

The exam includes a variety of question types, such as multiple-choice questions, case
studies, and problems that require calculations based on civil and structural engineering
principles.

Is the NCEES PE Civil Structural Practice Exam open-
book?

Yes, the NCEES PE Civil Structural Exam is open-book, meaning candidates can bring
certain reference materials, including codes and standards, to the exam. However, specific
items allowed can vary, so it's important to check the NCEES guidelines.

How long is the NCEES PE Civil Structural Practice
Exam?

The NCEES PE Civil Structural Practice Exam typically lasts for 8 hours and is divided into
two portions: a morning session and an afternoon session, each consisting of multiple-
choice questions.

When is the NCEES PE Civil Structural Practice Exam

offered?

The NCEES PE Civil Structural Practice Exam is offered twice a year, typically in April and
October. Candidates should check the NCEES website for specific dates and registration
information.
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Prepare for success with the NCEES PE Civil Structural Practice Exam. Boost your confidence and
skills today! Learn more to ace your exam!
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