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Myrtle Beach, located on the coast of South Carolina, is a popular tourist destination known for its
beautiful beaches, vibrant entertainment, and rich history. However, this idyllic locale is also
susceptible to hurricanes, which have significantly impacted the area throughout its history.
Understanding the hurricane history of Myrtle Beach is crucial for residents and visitors alike, as it
helps to appreciate the risks and the importance of preparedness in the face of nature's fury.

The Basics of Hurricanes and Their Impact on Myrtle
Beach

Hurricanes are powerful tropical storms characterized by strong winds, heavy rainfall, and storm
surges. They form over warm ocean waters and can cause extensive damage to coastal areas. Myrtle
Beach, situated along the Atlantic Ocean, is vulnerable to hurricanes due to its geographic location.

Impacts of Hurricanes on Myrtle Beach:
- Wind Damage: Strong winds can uproot trees, damage buildings, and destroy infrastructure.
- Flooding: Heavy rainfall and storm surges can lead to significant flooding, affecting homes,
businesses, and roads.
- Erosion: Coastal erosion can occur due to storm surges and high waves, leading to loss of beach
area.
- Economic Consequences: The tourism industry can suffer greatly as hurricanes deter visitors and
cause property damage.



Historical Hurricanes Affecting Myrtle Beach

Over the years, Myrtle Beach has experienced numerous hurricanes, some of which have left lasting
impacts on the region. Below is a list of significant hurricanes that have affected Myrtle Beach:

1. Hurricane Hazel (1954)
Hurricane Hazel is one of the most notorious hurricanes in Myrtle Beach's history. Striking on
October 15, 1954, it made landfall near the South Carolina-North Carolina border as a Category 4
hurricane.

Key Facts:
- Wind Speeds: Up to 130 mph
- Storm Surge: 14 feet
- Damage: Extensive structural damage, with many homes destroyed along the coast.
- Casualties: 19 fatalities in South Carolina.

Hazel’s impact was devastating, leading to significant changes in building codes and emergency
preparedness in the region.

2. Hurricane Hugo (1989)
Hurricane Hugo struck on September 21, 1989, and is remembered as one of the most destructive
storms to hit the Carolinas.

Key Facts:
- Wind Speeds: Up to 140 mph
- Storm Surge: 20 feet
- Damage: Estimated at $7 billion across the Carolinas, with Myrtle Beach also experiencing severe
flooding and wind damage.
- Casualties: 49 fatalities in the Caribbean and the U.S.

Hugo's aftermath prompted a reevaluation of disaster response and recovery efforts in the region.

3. Hurricane Fran (1996)
Hurricane Fran made landfall on September 5, 1996, as a Category 3 hurricane, causing widespread
damage across the southeastern United States.

Key Facts:
- Wind Speeds: 115 mph
- Storm Surge: 8 to 10 feet
- Damage: Myrtle Beach experienced power outages and flooding, with many homes and businesses
affected.
- Casualties: 5 reported fatalities in North Carolina.

Fran underscored the ongoing vulnerability of the coastal region to hurricanes.



4. Hurricane Floyd (1999)
In September 1999, Hurricane Floyd brought heavy rains and flooding to Myrtle Beach, even though
it made landfall in North Carolina.

Key Facts:
- Wind Speeds: Up to 105 mph
- Rainfall: Over 10 inches in some areas.
- Damage: Flooding caused significant disruption to transportation and services in Myrtle Beach.
- Casualties: 57 fatalities overall, primarily in the affected areas of North Carolina.

Floyd's flooding highlighted the importance of effective evacuation plans and community
preparedness.

5. Hurricane Matthew (2016)
Hurricane Matthew made headlines in October 2016, as it approached Myrtle Beach after causing
devastation in Haiti and Florida.

Key Facts:
- Wind Speeds: 75 mph
- Rainfall: Up to 12 inches in some areas.
- Damage: Myrtle Beach experienced power outages, flooding, and road closures.
- Casualties: 47 fatalities in the U.S.

Matthew's impact led to discussions on climate change and its potential to increase hurricane
intensity and frequency.

6. Hurricane Florence (2018)
Hurricane Florence was a significant storm that affected the Carolinas in September 2018, although
it made landfall in North Carolina.

Key Facts:
- Wind Speeds: 90 mph
- Rainfall: Over 30 inches in some parts of North Carolina.
- Damage: Myrtle Beach experienced power outages and limited flooding, with many residents
evacuated.
- Casualties: 53 fatalities across the impacted regions.

Florence served as a reminder of the long-term effects of hurricanes, including recovery and
rebuilding challenges.

Preparedness and Response to Hurricanes

Given Myrtle Beach's history with hurricanes, preparedness is essential for residents, businesses,
and visitors. Here are some recommended steps for effective hurricane preparedness:



1. Stay Informed
- Monitor local weather reports and the National Hurricane Center for updates.
- Sign up for weather alerts and emergency notifications through local agencies.

2. Create an Emergency Plan
- Establish a family plan that includes evacuation routes and communication strategies.
- Identify a safe place to stay during a hurricane, whether it be a designated shelter or a friend's
house.

3. Prepare an Emergency Kit
- Assemble a disaster supply kit that includes:
- Non-perishable food and water (at least a three-day supply)
- Flashlights and batteries
- First-aid supplies
- Medications and important documents
- Cash and a portable phone charger

4. Secure Your Property
- Reinforce windows and doors against wind damage.
- Clear gutters and drains to prevent flooding.

5. Know Your Evacuation Routes
- Familiarize yourself with local evacuation routes and transportation options.
- Have a plan for pets, as many shelters do not accept animals.

The Future of Hurricane Preparedness in Myrtle Beach

As the climate continues to change, the threat of hurricanes and severe weather events may
increase. The Myrtle Beach area is proactively addressing these challenges by investing in
infrastructure improvements, community education programs, and enhancing emergency response
capabilities.

Future Strategies:
- Coastal Protection Projects: Implementing beach renourishment and dune restoration to combat
erosion.
- Community Resilience Programs: Engaging residents in disaster preparedness training and
workshops.
- Collaboration with Agencies: Partnering with state and federal agencies to improve emergency
response plans.



Conclusion

Myrtle Beach's hurricane history is a testament to the area's vulnerability to nature's powerful
forces. As communities learn from past experiences and work together to enhance preparedness,
they can better protect lives and property from future storms. While the allure of Myrtle Beach
remains strong, so does the need for awareness and readiness in facing the challenges posed by
hurricanes. Through education and proactive measures, residents and visitors can enjoy the beauty
of this coastal paradise while staying safe in the face of potential storms.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the most significant hurricane to impact Myrtle Beach
in history?
Hurricane Hugo in 1989 is considered the most significant hurricane to impact Myrtle Beach,
causing extensive damage and leading to major reconstruction efforts.

How often do hurricanes typically affect Myrtle Beach?
Myrtle Beach experiences hurricanes on average every few years, with some seasons seeing multiple
storms, while others may have none.

What preparations does Myrtle Beach take before hurricane
season?
Myrtle Beach implements various measures such as emergency response plans, public awareness
campaigns, and infrastructure improvements to prepare for hurricane season.

What was the impact of Hurricane Florence on Myrtle Beach?
Hurricane Florence in 2018 caused significant flooding and damage to Myrtle Beach, leading to
evacuations and recovery efforts that took months to complete.

Are there any historical records of hurricanes affecting Myrtle
Beach before the 20th century?
Yes, historical records indicate that hurricanes have impacted the Myrtle Beach area as far back as
the late 1800s, though detailed documentation has improved in recent times.

How do hurricanes affect the tourism industry in Myrtle
Beach?
Hurricanes can significantly disrupt the tourism industry in Myrtle Beach, leading to cancellations,
temporary closures, and economic losses during and after the storm.



What resources are available for residents of Myrtle Beach
during hurricane threats?
Residents of Myrtle Beach can access resources such as local emergency management websites,
evacuation routes, shelters, and community alerts to stay informed during hurricane threats.
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