
My Fathers Dragon Parents Guide

My Father's Dragon is a captivating tale that has been cherished by children and adults alike for
generations. Originally penned by Ruth Stiles Gannett and published in 1948, this whimsical story tells
the adventure of a young boy named Elmer Elevator who embarks on a journey to rescue a dragon.
The narrative, rich with imagination and moral lessons, makes it an excellent choice for family
reading. However, parents may have questions about the appropriateness of the content for their
children. This article serves as a comprehensive guide for parents, exploring the themes, lessons, and
potential concerns associated with "My Father's Dragon."

Overview of the Story

"My Father's Dragon" follows the story of Elmer Elevator, a young boy who feels lonely and
disconnected in his urban environment. After hearing tales of dragons from a mysterious old man,
Elmer decides to travel to Wild Island to rescue a baby dragon. The adventure is filled with colorful
characters, including talking animals and magical creatures, offering a delightful mix of fantasy and
reality.

Main Characters

- Elmer Elevator: The adventurous and imaginative protagonist who longs for excitement and
companionship.
- The Dragon: A young dragon who is captured and needs Elmer's help to escape.
- The Animals of Wild Island: Various creatures that Elmer encounters, each with unique personalities
and traits.



Themes and Messages

"My Father's Dragon" is not just a story about adventure; it is rich with themes that resonate with
children and adults. Here are some key themes and messages:

1. Courage and Bravery

Elmer's journey to Wild Island is filled with challenges, and he must summon the courage to face his
fears. The narrative encourages readers to be brave, even when the odds seem stacked against
them.

2. Problem-Solving and Resourcefulness

Throughout the story, Elmer encounters various obstacles that require innovative thinking. He learns
to use his surroundings and the help of the island's animals to overcome problems, promoting critical
thinking skills in young readers.

3. Friendship and Compassion

Elmer's relationships with the animals and the dragon highlight the importance of kindness and
empathy. The story underscores the value of helping others, fostering a sense of compassion in
children.

Potential Concerns for Parents

While "My Father's Dragon" is largely a wholesome story, there are a few elements that parents
should consider:

1. Mild Peril and Danger

As Elmer navigates Wild Island, he faces situations that may be perceived as dangerous, such as
encounters with predatory animals. While these moments add tension to the story, they are not
overly graphic and are resolved in a way that emphasizes safety and cleverness.

2. Themes of Loneliness and Isolation

Elmer's initial feelings of loneliness may resonate with some children, prompting discussions about
friendship and emotional well-being. Parents might find it beneficial to talk about these feelings and



how they can be addressed positively.

3. Fantasy Elements

The story includes fantastical elements such as talking animals and magical occurrences. While these
can be enchanting, some parents may be concerned about how their children distinguish between
fantasy and reality. Engaging in discussions about the difference can help clarify these concepts for
young readers.

How to Introduce the Book to Your Child

Introducing "My Father's Dragon" to your child can be a delightful experience. Here are some tips to
enhance their reading journey:

Read Together: Make reading a shared experience. Take turns reading chapters or pages,1.
allowing for discussion and questions.

Discuss the Characters: Talk about Elmer and the animals he meets. Ask your child how they2.
would react in similar situations.

Explore Themes: After reading, engage in conversations about bravery, problem-solving, and3.
friendships. Relate these themes to your child's own experiences.

Encourage Imagination: Invite your child to create their own adventure stories. This can4.
foster creativity and a love for storytelling.

Activities and Resources

To deepen your child's understanding and enjoyment of "My Father's Dragon," consider the following
activities:

1. Art Projects

Encourage your child to draw their favorite scenes or characters from the book. This can help them
visualize the story and express their creativity.

2. Nature Walks



Take a nature walk and encourage your child to observe the environment, much like Elmer does in his
adventure. Discuss the animals and plants you see, fostering a connection with nature.

3. Storytelling Sessions

Create storytelling sessions where family members can share their own adventures or make up
stories inspired by "My Father's Dragon." This promotes imagination and communication skills.

4. Visit the Library

Explore your local library for additional books that feature similar themes of adventure, friendship,
and fantasy. This can help cultivate a love for reading and learning.

Conclusion

"My Father's Dragon" is a timeless tale that offers young readers a journey filled with adventure,
friendship, and valuable life lessons. While there are some mild elements of peril and themes of
loneliness, the overall message is one of courage, kindness, and creativity. By engaging with the story
and discussing its themes, parents can help their children gain a deeper understanding of the
narrative and its implications. In doing so, "My Father's Dragon" can become not just a book, but a
cherished family experience that inspires imagination and compassion for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What age group is 'My Father's Dragon' suitable for?
The film 'My Father's Dragon' is suitable for children aged 8 and up, as it features themes of
adventure and friendship that resonate well with this age group.

Are there any frightening scenes in 'My Father's Dragon'?
While 'My Father's Dragon' includes some tense moments, they are generally mild and suitable for
younger audiences. Parents may wish to watch it first to gauge their child's sensitivity.

What are the main themes explored in 'My Father's Dragon'?
'My Father's Dragon' explores themes of bravery, self-discovery, and the importance of friendship,
making it a heartwarming story for families.

Is 'My Father's Dragon' based on a book?
Yes, 'My Father's Dragon' is based on the classic children's novel of the same name by Ruth Stiles
Gannett, originally published in 1948.



Does 'My Father's Dragon' contain any mature content?
The film is family-friendly and does not contain any mature content, making it appropriate for all
ages.

What kind of messages can parents discuss with their
children after watching 'My Father's Dragon'?
Parents can discuss messages about resilience, empathy, and the importance of helping others, as
well as the value of imagination in overcoming challenges.
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