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My Dear Aunt Sally Math is a mnemonic device that many students encounter when learning
about the order of operations in mathematics. This phrase serves as a handy reminder of the proper
sequence to follow when performing calculations involving multiple operations. Understanding this
concept is crucial not only for solving complex equations but also for ensuring accuracy in everyday
mathematical tasks. In this article, we will explore the components of the order of operations, the
significance of "My Dear Aunt Sally," and provide practical examples to reinforce these concepts.

The Order of Operations Explained

Mathematics often requires us to perform several operations, such as addition, subtraction,



multiplication, and division, within a single expression. To avoid confusion and ensure that everyone
arrives at the same answer, mathematicians established a standard order of operations. This order is
typically summarized using the acronym PEMDAS:

P - Parentheses

E - Exponents

M - Multiplication

D - Division
e A - Addition

e S - Subtraction

Breaking Down PEMDAS

Let's take a closer look at each component of PEMDAS:

1. Parentheses (P): Any operations inside parentheses should be completed first. This priority
ensures that calculations are carried out in the intended order.

2. Exponents (E): Next, evaluate any exponents or powers. This includes square roots and other
roots.

3. Multiplication (M) and Division (D): These operations are of equal precedence and should be
executed from left to right as they appear in the expression.

4. Addition (A) and Subtraction (S): Similar to multiplication and division, addition and subtraction
are also of equal precedence and are performed from left to right.

Why "My Dear Aunt Sally"?

The phrase "My Dear Aunt Sally" is a mnemonic that helps students remember the order of
operations. By associating each word with a specific operation, it becomes easier to recall the
correct sequence. This phrase has become a staple in math education, serving as a bridge between
theoretical understanding and practical application.

How Mnemonics Enhance Learning

Mnemonics, like "My Dear Aunt Sally," play a vital role in education for several reasons:



- Memory Aid: They simplify complex information, making it more digestible and easier to
remember.

- Engagement: Creative phrases can make learning more enjoyable and engaging for students.

- Cognitive Connections: Associating new information with familiar concepts or phrases helps
solidify understanding.

Practical Examples of Order of Operations

To illustrate the importance of following the order of operations, let's consider a few mathematical
expressions and break them down step by step.

Example 1: Basic Operations

Evaluate the expression:
\[ 6 + 2 \times 3\]

Step 1: Identify operations based on PEMDAS.
- Multiplication comes before addition.

Step 2: Perform the multiplication first.

\[ 2 \times 3 = 6]

Step 3: Add the result to 6.

\[6+6=121\]

Thus, the answer is 12.

Example 2: Incorporating Parentheses

Evaluate the expression:
\[ (5 + 3) \times 2 \]

Step 1: Perform the operation inside the parentheses.
\[5+3=28\]
Step 2: Now multiply the result by 2.

\[ 8 \times 2 = 16\]



The answer is 16.

Example 3: Using Exponents

Evaluate the expression:
\[ 3+ 272 \times (4 - 1) \]

Step 1: Start with the parentheses.

\[4-1=3\]

Step 2: Next, handle the exponent.

\[272 =4\]

Step 3: Now substitute back into the expression.
\[ 3 + 4 \times 3 \]

Step 4: Perform the multiplication.

\[ 4 \times 3 =12]

Step 5: Finally, add.

\[3+12=15\]

Therefore, the answer is 15.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While the order of operations may seem straightforward, students often make mistakes due to
misunderstanding or misapplying the rules. Here are some common pitfalls:
 Ignoring Parentheses: Always resolve operations inside parentheses first.

e Incorrectly Sequencing Multiplication and Division: Remember that multiplication and division
are of equal precedence and should be performed from left to right.

e Adding Before Multiplying: This is a frequent error that can lead to incorrect answers.



Conclusion

In conclusion, understanding the concept of My Dear Aunt Sally Math and the associated order of
operations is fundamental for success in mathematics. By adhering to the PEMDAS acronym,
students can navigate complex equations with confidence and avoid common mistakes. Mnemonics
like "My Dear Aunt Sally" not only facilitate learning but also enhance memory retention, making
math more accessible and enjoyable for learners of all ages. As you continue your journey through
mathematics, remember to always apply the order of operations, and you will find yourself solving
problems with greater accuracy and ease.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'my dear Aunt Sally' refer to in
mathematics?

The phrase 'my dear Aunt Sally' is a mnemonic used to remember the order of operations in
mathematics: Parentheses, Exponents, Multiplication and Division (from left to right), Addition and
Subtraction (from left to right).

Why is it important to follow the order of operations in math?

Following the order of operations ensures that mathematical expressions are evaluated consistently
and correctly, preventing ambiguity and errors in calculations.

Can you provide an example of how to apply 'my dear Aunt
Sally' in a math problem?

Sure! For the expression 3 + 6 X (5 + 4) + 3 - 7, you would first calculate the parentheses: 5 + 4 =
9. Then proceed with multiplication and division from left to right: 6 X 9 = 54, then 54 + 3 = 18.
Finally, you would carry out addition and subtraction: 3 + 18 - 7 = 14.

What are some common mistakes made when ignoring 'my
dear Aunt Sally'?

Common mistakes include performing addition before multiplication or failing to evaluate
expressions inside parentheses first, which can lead to incorrect results in calculations.

How can students better remember 'my dear Aunt Sally'?

Students can create visual aids, such as posters or flashcards, and practice problems regularly to
reinforce the order of operations. Rhymes or songs can also make it easier to remember.

Are there any variations to ‘'my dear Aunt Sally' for different
cultures?

Yes, different cultures may have their own mnemonics to remember the order of operations, but the



fundamental concept remains the same: prioritizing calculations to obtain the correct answer.

How does 'my dear Aunt Sally' apply to complex equations?

In complex equations, 'my dear Aunt Sally' helps dictate the sequence in which to solve the
components. For example, in equations with multiple nested operations, adhering to this order
prevents miscalculations.

Can 'my dear Aunt Sally' be used in programming or computer
algorithms?

Yes, the principles of 'my dear Aunt Sally' are applied in programming and algorithms to ensure
expressions are evaluated correctly, particularly in languages that support mathematical operations.
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