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The National Honor Society (NHS) is a prestigious organization that recognizes high school students who
demonstrate excellence in scholarship, leadership, service, and character. A letter of recommendation plays a
crucial role in the selection process for NHS membership, providing the selection committee with insights into a
student’s qualifications and character. Writing an effective letter of recommendation requires careful
consideration of the student's achievements and attributes, as well as an understanding of what the NHS
represents. This article will explore the key components of a strong NHS letter of recommendation and provide
an example to guide you through the writing process.



Understanding the Purpose of a Letter of Recommendation

A letter of recommendation for the National Honor Society aims to:

1. Highlight the Student's Qualifications: It should emphasize the student's achievements in academics,
leadership, service, and character.

2. Provide Personal Insights: Recommendations should include personal anecdotes or observations that
illustrate the student's qualities and contributions.

3. Support the NHS Values: The letter should align with the core values of the NHS, showcasing how the
student embodies these principles.

Components of a Strong Letter of Recommendation

To craft an effective letter of recommendation, consider including the following components:

1. Introduction

- Start with your relationship to the student and how long you have known them.
- State the purpose of the letter explicitly, mentioning the National Honor Society.

2. Academic Achievements

- Highlight the student’s academic performance, including GPA, honors courses, and any awards or recognitions.
- Mention specific subjects or projects where the student excelled.

3. Leadership Skills

- Provide examples of leadership roles the student has taken on, such as positions in student government, clubs,
or community organizations.
- Discuss how the student has influenced or inspired others.

4. Community Service

- Detail the student’s involvement in community service activities, including volunteer work and initiatives they
may have led.
- Emphasize the impact of their contributions on the community.

5. Character and Integrity

- Offer insights into the student’s character, discussing their values, work ethic, and how they treat others.
- Include anecdotes that demonstrate their integrity and reliability.



6. Conclusion

- Reiterate your strong support for the student’s application to the NHS.
- Provide your contact information for any follow-up questions.

Example of a National Honor Society Letter of Recommendation

Below is an example of a letter of recommendation for a student applying to the National Honor Society:

[Your Name]
[Your Title/Position]
[Your School/Organization]
[Your Address]
[City, State, Zip Code]
[Email Address]
[Phone Number]
[Date]

National Honor Society Selection Committee
[School's Name]
[School's Address]
[City, State, Zip Code]

Dear Members of the National Honor Society Selection Committee,

I am pleased to write this letter of recommendation for [Student’s Name], who is applying for membership in the
National Honor Society. I have had the pleasure of knowing [Student’s Name] for the past [duration] as their
[your relationship, e.g., teacher, advisor, coach] at [School’s Name]. Throughout this time, I have been
continually impressed with their dedication to academic excellence, leadership, community service, and exemplary
character.

In terms of academic accomplishments, [Student’s Name] has consistently demonstrated a strong commitment to
their studies. Maintaining a GPA of [GPA], they have excelled in a challenging course load that includes [list
honors or advanced courses]. Additionally, [he/she/they] has been recognized with [mention any awards or
honors], showcasing their hard work and intellectual capability. [Student’s Name] is not only a top performer
in the classroom but also actively engages in discussions, contributing insightful perspectives that enrich the
learning environment for their peers.

Leadership is another area where [Student’s Name] truly shines. As [mention specific leadership role, e.g., president
of the student council, captain of a team], [he/she/they] has exhibited remarkable qualities that inspire others.
[He/She/They] worked diligently to [describe a specific initiative or project that demonstrates leadership].
Through this role, [Student’s Name] not only demonstrated strong organizational skills but also fostered a
sense of community among students. [He/She/They] is a natural leader who motivates peers to strive for their
best, and I have no doubt that [he/she/they] will continue to influence others positively.

Community service is another significant aspect of [Student’s Name]'s profile. [He/She/They] has volunteered
over [number] hours at [name of organization or activity], where [he/she/they] [describe what they did and the
impact it had]. This commitment to service reflects [his/her/their] strong sense of responsibility and compassion
for others. [Student’s Name] often encourages fellow students to participate in community service projects,
demonstrating [his/her/their] dedication not just to helping others but also to fostering a spirit of service
within the student body.

Character is perhaps [Student’s Name]'s most defining trait. [He/She/They] consistently embodies the values of
integrity, respect, and responsibility. [He/She/They] treats classmates, teachers, and community members with
kindness and consideration. I am particularly inspired by [his/her/their] ability to remain calm and composed under
pressure, showing maturity beyond [his/her/their] years. One instance that stands out to me was when [provide



a specific anecdote illustrating the student’s character].

In closing, I wholeheartedly recommend [Student’s Name] for membership in the National Honor Society.
[He/She/They] possesses the qualities that NHS seeks to recognize: scholarship, leadership, service, and
character. I am confident that [he/she/they] will be an asset to your organization and continue to make a
positive impact in our community.

Please feel free to contact me at [your phone number] or [your email address] if you require any further
information or insights regarding [Student’s Name].

Thank you for considering this exceptional candidate.

Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your Title/Position]

Tips for Writing a National Honor Society Letter of
Recommendation

When writing a letter of recommendation for the NHS, consider the following tips to enhance its effectiveness:

- Be Specific: Use specific examples and anecdotes to illustrate your points. This makes your letter more
compelling and memorable.

- Maintain a Professional Tone: Write in a respectful and formal tone, as this reflects the importance of the
NHS and the seriousness of the recommendation.

- Be Honest and Genuine: Only endorse a student whom you genuinely believe is deserving of NHS membership. Your
authenticity will shine through in your writing.

- Proofread: Ensure your letter is free of grammatical errors and typos. A polished letter reflects well on
both you and the student.

Conclusion

Writing a letter of recommendation for the National Honor Society is an opportunity to advocate for a
deserving student. By highlighting their academic achievements, leadership abilities, community service
involvement, and character, you can provide a comprehensive view of their qualifications. Use the provided
example and tips as a guide to create a compelling letter that supports their application to this esteemed
organization. With your help, the student can take a significant step towards becoming a member of the
National Honor Society and furthering their commitment to excellence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a National Honor Society letter of recommendation?
A National Honor Society letter of recommendation is a written endorsement from a teacher, counselor, or
community member that highlights a student's academic achievements, leadership qualities, and character traits,
supporting their application for membership in the NHS.



Who should write a letter of recommendation for the National Honor
Society?
Letters of recommendation for the National Honor Society should ideally come from teachers, school
counselors, or community leaders who are familiar with the student's contributions, character, and academic
performance.

What key qualities should be mentioned in a National Honor Society
recommendation letter?
A recommendation letter should highlight qualities such as scholarship (academic excellence), leadership skills,
community service involvement, and strong character, including honesty, respect, and responsibility.

Can a parent write a letter of recommendation for the National Honor
Society?
While a parent can write a letter of recommendation, it is generally more effective if the letter comes from a
teacher or a community leader, as these individuals can provide an objective assessment of the student's
qualifications.

How long should a National Honor Society letter of recommendation be?
A National Honor Society letter of recommendation should typically be one page long, focusing on specific
examples of the student's achievements and character traits, while maintaining clarity and conciseness.

What is an example opening statement for a National Honor Society
recommendation letter?
An effective opening statement could be: 'I am honored to recommend [Student's Name] for membership in the
National Honor Society, as I have witnessed their remarkable commitment to academic excellence and community
service over the past [duration].'

Should the recommendation letter include specific examples of the student's
achievements?
Yes, including specific examples of the student's achievements, such as leadership roles, community service
projects, or academic accomplishments, strengthens the recommendation and provides a clearer picture of the
student's qualifications.

What should be included in the closing of a National Honor Society
recommendation letter?
In the closing, the writer should reaffirm their support for the student's application, provide their contact
information for any follow-up, and express confidence in the student's potential to contribute positively to
the National Honor Society.
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