
Murder By The Agatha Christie

Murder is a theme that runs deeply through Agatha Christie’s extensive bibliography, and her ability
to weave intricate plots around this central motif has captivated readers for decades. From her
unforgettable characters to her masterful storytelling, Christie's works have left an indelible mark on
the genre of mystery fiction. Among her many novels, one stands out not only for its clever plot but
also for its exploration of human psychology and the darker aspects of society: "Murder on the Orient
Express." In this article, we will explore the intricate details of this iconic novel, its themes,
characters, and the legacy it has left in the world of literature.



Overview of "Murder on the Orient Express"

First published in 1934, "Murder on the Orient Express" is one of Agatha Christie's most famous
works. The story follows the renowned Belgian detective Hercule Poirot as he embarks on a luxurious
train journey across Europe. However, the journey takes a dark turn when a wealthy American
passenger, Samuel Ratchett, is found murdered in his compartment. With the train stranded due to
snowdrifts, Poirot is called upon to solve the case.

Plot Summary

The plot unfolds with a series of intriguing twists and turns, showcasing Christie's signature style.
Here’s a brief outline of the key events:

1. Introduction to the Characters: Poirot boards the Orient Express and is introduced to a diverse cast
of characters, each with their own secrets and motives.

2. The Murder: Ratchett is discovered dead in his compartment, stabbed multiple times. The train is
halted, and Poirot is asked to investigate.

3. Interviews and Clues: Poirot interviews each passenger, uncovering alibis and revealing hidden
connections between them.

4. Revelation of Motives: As the investigation unfolds, it becomes clear that nearly all passengers had
a motive to kill Ratchett.

5. The Twist: Poirot presents two possible solutions to the murder, leaving readers astonished by the
unexpected outcome.

Thematic Exploration

"Murder on the Orient Express" is rich in themes that resonate with readers. Christie masterfully
intertwines these themes throughout the narrative.

Justice and Morality

One of the most compelling themes in the novel is the concept of justice. Through Poirot's
investigation, Christie explores the moral dilemmas surrounding justice and retribution. The question
of whether the law serves true justice becomes a central focus.

- Vigilante Justice: The novel raises the issue of whether individuals have the right to take justice into
their own hands, especially when the legal system fails.

- Moral Ambiguity: As the story progresses, readers are forced to confront the ambiguity of morality.
Is it acceptable to commit murder if the victim is a heinous criminal?



Isolation and Connection

The setting of the Orient Express—a closed environment with a limited cast of characters—creates a
sense of isolation while simultaneously fostering connections among the passengers.

- Character Dynamics: The interactions among passengers reveal their backgrounds, prejudices, and
relationships, emphasizing how isolation can lead to both conflict and camaraderie.

- Journey as Metaphor: The train journey symbolizes life’s unpredictability, illustrating how seemingly
unrelated individuals can become intertwined through shared experiences, both tragic and
transformative.

Character Analysis

Agatha Christie’s characters are richly developed, each contributing to the intricate web of the story.

Hercule Poirot

Poirot, the brilliant detective with his iconic mustache, is the central figure of the narrative. His
character is defined by:

- Intelligence and Observation: Poirot’s keen sense of observation allows him to notice details that
others overlook. His methodical approach to detective work is both his strength and his trademark.

- Moral Compass: As he navigates the complexities of the case, Poirot’s own moral compass is tested,
challenging him to reconcile his principles with the reality of the crime.

Samuel Ratchett

While Ratchett is a murder victim, his backstory is crucial to the narrative.

- Dual Identity: Ratchett’s true identity as Cassetti, a notorious criminal involved in a kidnapping and
murder case, adds layers to his character, making his murder more complex and justifiable in the
eyes of the other characters.

- Symbol of Evil: Ratchett represents the darker aspects of humanity, serving as a catalyst for the
events that unfold.

The Passengers

The ensemble of passengers plays a pivotal role in the story. Each character is a potential suspect,
and their diverse backgrounds provide insight into different societal issues.



- Mrs. Hubbard: The seemingly innocent American woman who becomes a key player in the
investigation, revealing her resourcefulness and strength.

- Countess Andrenyi: A glamorous character whose ties to the victim complicate the investigation,
showcasing themes of loyalty and betrayal.

- Colonel Arbuthnot: A British officer with a strong moral code, representing the theme of honor
amidst chaos.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

"Murder on the Orient Express" has had a lasting impact on popular culture and continues to be
celebrated in various forms.

Adaptations

The novel has been adapted into numerous films, television shows, and stage productions,
demonstrating its enduring appeal. Notable adaptations include:

1. 1974 Film: Directed by Sidney Lumet, featuring an all-star cast including Albert Finney as Poirot.

2. 2017 Film: Directed by Kenneth Branagh, who also starred as Poirot, this adaptation introduced the
story to a new generation.

3. Television and Theatre: Various adaptations have appeared on television and stage, reaffirming the
story’s status as a classic.

Influence on the Mystery Genre

Christie’s work, particularly "Murder on the Orient Express," has influenced countless authors and
inspired a new generation of mystery writers.

- Innovative Plot Structures: The novel’s intricate plotting and unexpected twists have become a
benchmark for mystery fiction.

- Character Archetypes: Poirot’s character has spawned numerous detective archetypes, influencing
how detectives are portrayed in literature and film.

Conclusion

"Murder on the Orient Express" is not merely a tale of murder; it is a profound exploration of justice,
morality, and the human condition. Agatha Christie’s ability to craft a narrative that is both engaging
and thought-provoking is what sets her apart as one of the greatest mystery writers of all time. The



novel’s themes resonate with readers of all ages, and its characters remain memorable long after the
last page is turned. Christie's influence on the genre continues to inspire, ensuring that her legacy will
endure for generations to come. Through "Murder on the Orient Express," Christie not only entertains
but also challenges readers to think critically about the world around them, making it a timeless
classic in literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central plot of 'Murder on the Orient Express' by
Agatha Christie?
The novel follows detective Hercule Poirot as he investigates the murder of Samuel Ratchett aboard
the luxurious Orient Express train, uncovering a complex web of motives among the passengers.

How does Agatha Christie build suspense in her novels,
particularly in 'Murder on the Orient Express'?
Christie builds suspense through intricate plotting, red herrings, and the gradual revelation of
character backstories, keeping readers guessing until the final reveal.

What are some common themes found in Agatha Christie's
'Murder' novels?
Common themes include justice, morality, the duality of human nature, and the idea that
appearances can be deceiving.

Who are the main characters in 'Murder on the Orient
Express'?
The main characters include Hercule Poirot, the detective; Samuel Ratchett, the murder victim; and
various passengers, each with their own secrets and motives.

What impact did 'Murder on the Orient Express' have on the
mystery genre?
The novel is considered a classic of the mystery genre, influencing countless works with its closed-
circle format and the clever twist ending, solidifying Agatha Christie's reputation as the 'Queen of
Crime.'

Are there notable adaptations of Agatha Christie's 'Murder on
the Orient Express'?
Yes, the novel has been adapted into several films, including the 1974 version directed by Sidney
Lumet and the 2017 adaptation directed by Kenneth Branagh, both of which brought renewed interest
to Christie's work.
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