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Mystery Science Theater 3000 hosts have become iconic figures in the realm of
television comedy, providing a unique blend of humor, critique, and
entertainment. The show, which began in 1988, centers around a man trapped in
space who watches terrible movies with a pair of robots. Over the years,
several hosts have taken up the mantle, each bringing their own flair and
style to the role. This article delves into the various hosts of Mystery
Science Theater 3000 (MST3K), examining their contributions to the show and
the impact they have had on the series' legacy.

Origins of Mystery Science Theater 3000

Before exploring the hosts, it is essential to understand the origins of
Mystery Science Theater 3000. The brainchild of Joel Hodgson, MST3K was
created as a way to mock low-budget films and celebrate the absurdity of
cinema. The premise is simple: a man, usually a test subject, is sent into
space and forced to watch bad movies as part of an experiment. To cope, he
builds robots to keep him company, and together they provide comedic
commentary on the films.

The show's format quickly garnered a cult following, leading to several
iterations and changes in hosts. Each host not only provided witty commentary
but also contributed to the overall tone of the show.

The Hosts of MST3K

Over the years, Mystery Science Theater 3000 has had several hosts, each
bringing their unique humor and personality to the show. The main hosts
include:



Joel Hodgson (Season 1-7)

Joel Hodgson was the original host of MST3K, serving from its inception in
1988 until the show's seventh season. His approach to hosting was
characterized by a laid-back and approachable demeanor, often engaging the
audience with self-deprecating humor.

- Background: Hodgson was a comedian and magician, which influenced his style
and the show's eclectic mix of humor. He created the character of Joel
Robinson, who was the first human host.

- Contributions: Joel's creativity led to memorable sketches and running
gags, such as the invention exchanges and the iconic "MST3K mantra." He also
played a significant role in shaping the show's identity.

However, as the show progressed, Hodgson desired to leave the role, feeling
that he had taken the character as far as he could.

Mike Nelson (Season 8-10, 11-13)

After Joel's departure, Mike Nelson took over as the host starting in Season
8. Mike, who had been a writer and performer on the show, brought a different
style to the hosting duties.

- Background: Nelson had been involved with the show since its early days,
contributing to the writing and development of sketches. He became the
character of Mike Nelson, who replaced Joel in the Satellite of Love.

- Contributions: Mike's humor was often more sarcastic and edgy compared to
Joel's. He introduced new running gags and continued the show's tradition of
witty commentary. Under his tenure, MST3K gained a larger audience and even
transitioned to a feature film, Mystery Science Theater 3000: The Movie.

Mike continued to host the series until its original cancellation in 1999 but
returned for the revival seasons on Netflix.

Other Notable Hosts

While Joel and Mike are the primary hosts that fans remember, there have been
other notable figures who contributed to the show, particularly during its
transition periods and special episodes.

- Pearl Forrester: Played by Mary Jo Pehl, Pearl was introduced as a
villainous character in the later seasons and hosted some episodes. Her
comedic timing and character development were well-received.

- Dr. Clayton Forrester: Portrayed by Trace Beaulieu, this character was both
the antagonist and a host in a few instances. His dramatic flair and over-
the-top villainy added to the show's humor.



- Other Performers: Throughout its run, MST3K featured guest appearances from
various comedians and actors, who occasionally took on hosting duties or
contributed to the commentary.

Impact of the Hosts on the Show

The hosts of Mystery Science Theater 3000 played a significant role in
shaping the show's identity and tone. Each host brought unique qualities that
resonated with audiences, leading to the show's enduring popularity.

Creating a Connection with the Audience

One of the most crucial aspects of MST3K's success was the hosts' ability to
connect with the audience.

- Relatable Characters: Joel and Mike were both portrayed as everymen,
relatable figures who endured the same absurdity as the viewers at home.
Their reactions to the movies mirrored those of the audience, establishing a
shared experience.

- Engaging Humor: Both hosts utilized different styles of humor, allowing for
a diverse range of comedic content. Joel's warmth and Mike's sarcasm created
a balance that appealed to a broad audience.

Influence on Comedy and Pop Culture

The impact of the MST3K hosts extends beyond the show itself. They have
influenced a generation of comedians and writers.

- Legacy of Comedy: The show's format has inspired numerous other programs,
such as RiffTrax and The Last Drive-In, where hosts provide commentary on
films. Many comedians cite MST3K as a significant influence on their work.

- Cult Following: The hosts have cultivated a dedicated fanbase, leading to
conventions, merchandise, and even a revival of the show, which continues to
attract new fans.

The Revival of MST3K

In 2017, Mystery Science Theater 3000 was revived on Netflix, introducing a
new generation of viewers to the beloved series.



New Hosts and the Future

The revival featured new hosts, including Jonah Ray as Jonah Heston. The
revival maintained the spirit of the original while updating the format for
contemporary audiences.

- Jonah Ray: As the new host, Jonah brought a fresh perspective and modern
sensibilities to the show. His style incorporated elements of the original
while appealing to younger viewers.

- Maintaining Legacy: The revival successfully blended nostalgia with
innovation, ensuring that the essence of MST3K remained intact while reaching
out to new fans.

Conclusion

The hosts of Mystery Science Theater 3000 have played an integral role in the
show's identity and success. From Joel Hodgson's laid-back charm to Mike
Nelson's witty sarcasm, each host has left an indelible mark on the series.
As MST3K continues to evolve, the legacy of its hosts will undoubtedly remain
a key part of its charm and appeal. The show's unique ability to blend humor,
critique, and the joy of cinema continues to resonate with audiences,
ensuring that MST3K will remain a beloved fixture in the world of
entertainment for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the original hosts of Mystery Science
Theater 30007

The original hosts were Joel Hodgson, who played Joel Robinson, and the robot
sidekicks Tom Servo and Crow T. Robot.

What role does Mike Nelson play in Mystery Science
Theater 30007?

Mike Nelson is the second host of the show, taking over from Joel Hodgson in
season 5.

How did Joel Hodgson leave the show?

Joel Hodgson left the show after the fifth season, with Mike Nelson taking
over hosting duties in season 6.



What unique aspect did the hosts bring to the films
they watched?

The hosts provided comedic commentary and riffs during the films, turning bad
movies into humorous experiences.

Who were the female hosts on Mystery Science Theater
30007

The female hosts included Mary Jo Pehl, who played Pearl Forrester, and
later, Patton Oswalt's character, who appeared in the reboot.

Which host had a significant impact on the show's
tone and style?

Joel Hodgson significantly influenced the show's tone and style with his
inventive humor and creativity.

What was the format change when Mike Nelson became
the host?

The format remained largely the same, but Mike's style brought a different
energy and humor to the show, which evolved over the seasons.

How did the reboot of Mystery Science Theater 3000
differ in terms of hosting?

The reboot introduced Jonah Ray as the new host, bringing a fresh perspective
while honoring the original format and style.

Which host has the longest tenure on Mystery Science
Theater 30007

Mike Nelson has the longest tenure, hosting from season 6 to 10, and making
guest appearances in the reboot.

What is the significance of the 'Satellite of Love'
in relation to the hosts?

The 'Satellite of Love' is the spacecraft where the hosts and their robot
companions watch and comment on the movies, serving as the central setting
for the show.
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