
My Side Of The Mountain Study Guide

My Side of the Mountain study guide is an essential tool for readers seeking a deeper understanding
of the themes, characters, and plot of Jean Craighead George's beloved novel. The story follows a
young boy named Sam Gribley who decides to leave his home in New York City to live in the
wilderness of the Catskill Mountains. This guide will explore various aspects of the book, from its key
themes and characters to discussion questions and activities that can enhance comprehension and
engagement with the text.

Overview of the Novel

My Side of the Mountain tells the story of Sam Gribley, a boy who feels stifled by the constraints of
city life and yearns for adventure and independence. He runs away to the mountains, where he learns
to survive in the wild, developing skills in hunting, foraging, and building shelter. Throughout the
novel, Sam encounters various challenges and discovers the beauty and harsh realities of nature.

Author Background

Jean Craighead George, the author of My Side of the Mountain, was an American writer known for her
nature-themed children's literature. Her passion for the natural world is evident throughout her works,
and she often drew inspiration from her own experiences in the outdoors. Understanding her
background can provide valuable context to the themes and messages in the novel.



Setting

The story is set in the Catskill Mountains of New York, a region known for its stunning landscapes and
diverse wildlife. The setting plays a crucial role in the novel, as it shapes Sam's experiences and
growth.

- Physical Description: The Catskill Mountains are characterized by dense forests, flowing streams,
and rugged terrain. This environment presents both opportunities and challenges for Sam as he
learns to live off the land.
- Seasons: The changing seasons throughout the novel highlight the cyclical nature of life and the
importance of adaptability in survival.

Main Characters

Understanding the characters in My Side of the Mountain is vital for grasping the novel's themes and
messages.

Sam Gribley

Sam Gribley is the protagonist, a determined and resourceful young boy who seeks independence and
a connection to nature. His journey represents the quest for self-discovery and personal growth.

- Traits: Independent, adventurous, resourceful, and introspective.
- Development: Throughout the book, Sam evolves from a naive city boy into a skilled survivor,
learning valuable lessons about nature, friendship, and responsibility.

Franny

Franny is a significant character in Sam's story, representing companionship and the importance of
relationships.

- Role: She is a young falcon that Sam raises and trains, symbolizing freedom and the bond between
humans and animals.
- Impact on Sam: Franny's presence teaches Sam about responsibility and the interconnectedness of
life.

Other Characters

Additional characters, such as Sam's family and some local residents, contribute to the narrative by
providing context and contrast to Sam's wilderness experience.

- The Gribley Family: Sam's family is integral to understanding his motivations for leaving home. Their



traditional views clash with Sam's desire for freedom.
- Local Residents: Interactions with people like Mr. Gribley (Sam's grandfather) and other townsfolk
offer insights into the challenges of living off the grid.

Key Themes

My Side of the Mountain is rich with themes that resonate with readers of all ages. Here are some of
the most prominent ones:

Independence and Self-Reliance

- Personal Growth: Sam's journey is one of self-discovery, demonstrating the importance of
independence.
- Survival Skills: The novel emphasizes learning and mastering skills necessary for survival,
showcasing the value of self-reliance.

Connection to Nature

- Respect for the Environment: Sam's experiences highlight the significance of understanding and
respecting nature.
- Appreciation of Wildlife: The bond Sam forms with Franny and other animals illustrates the beauty of
coexistence with wildlife.

Isolation vs. Community

- The Solitude of the Wilderness: While Sam seeks solitude, he also learns the importance of
community and companionship.
- Interpersonal Relationships: The novel explores how relationships can shape one’s identity, even in
isolation.

Discussion Questions

Engaging with the text through discussion questions can deepen understanding and encourage
critical thinking. Here are some questions to consider:

1. What motivates Sam to leave his home, and how does this motivation evolve throughout the story?
2. How does the wilderness serve as a character in the novel?
3. In what ways does Sam's relationship with nature change from the beginning to the end of the
story?
4. Discuss the role of Franny the falcon in Sam's journey. What does she represent?
5. How do Sam's experiences challenge traditional views of success and happiness?



Activities for Deeper Understanding

To enhance comprehension and encourage engagement with My Side of the Mountain, consider the
following activities:

- Nature Journal: Encourage readers to keep a journal while exploring nature. They can document
their observations, thoughts, and drawings inspired by Sam's experiences.
- Survival Skills Workshop: Organize a workshop where participants can learn basic survival skills,
such as foraging, building shelters, or identifying local wildlife.
- Character Analysis: Have students create character maps for Sam and other key figures, detailing
their traits, motivations, and development throughout the story.
- Creative Writing: Prompt readers to write a diary entry from Sam's perspective, detailing a
significant event in the story and his feelings about it.

Conclusion

My Side of the Mountain study guide is not just a tool for comprehension; it is an invitation to explore
the themes of independence, connection to nature, and personal growth that resonate throughout
Jean Craighead George's novel. By examining the characters, themes, and engaging in thoughtful
discussions and activities, readers can gain a richer understanding of the story and its messages. This
timeless tale continues to inspire readers to seek their own adventures and build connections with the
natural world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'My Side of the
Mountain'?
The main themes include self-reliance, the relationship between humans and nature, and the journey
of personal growth.

Who is the author of 'My Side of the Mountain'?
'My Side of the Mountain' was written by Jean Craighead George.

What is the significance of the title 'My Side of the Mountain'?
The title reflects the protagonist's desire for independence and his quest to create a personal
sanctuary in the wilderness.

Who is the protagonist of the story, and what motivates him
to leave home?
The protagonist is Sam Gribley, and he is motivated by a desire for adventure and to escape the
constraints of city life.



What survival skills does Sam learn while living in the
Catskills?
Sam learns various survival skills such as building a shelter, foraging for food, and tracking animals.

How does Sam’s relationship with nature evolve throughout
the story?
Sam develops a deep appreciation for nature, learning to respect its rhythms and establish a bond
with the animals around him.

What role do the animals play in Sam's adventure?
Animals play a crucial role as companions and teachers for Sam, helping him learn survival skills and
providing emotional support.

What challenges does Sam face while living alone in the
wilderness?
Sam faces challenges such as harsh weather, loneliness, and the struggle to find food and maintain
his shelter.

How does the story address the concept of freedom?
The story addresses freedom by illustrating Sam's choice to live independently in nature, yet also
highlights the responsibilities and challenges that come with that freedom.

What is the resolution of Sam's journey by the end of the
book?
By the end of the book, Sam learns to balance his love for nature with his need for human connection,
ultimately deciding to return home but with a new perspective on life.
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