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Movies you have to watch offer a diverse range of storytelling, artistry, and emotional depth that
resonate with audiences across generations. Whether you are a film enthusiast or a casual viewer,
there are certain films that stand out as essential viewing due to their cultural impact, innovative
techniques, or simply their ability to entertain and provoke thought. This article will explore various
genres and eras, highlighting films that you should prioritize in your cinematic journey.



Classic Films That Shaped Cinema

Classic films have laid the groundwork for modern filmmaking and storytelling techniques. These
movies not only capture the essence of their time but also continue to influence filmmakers today.

1. Citizen Kane (1941)

Orson Welles’ Citizen Kane is often hailed as the greatest film of all time. The film tells the story of
Charles Foster Kane, a newspaper magnate whose life is explored through various perspectives after
his death. Its innovative narrative structure and cinematography, particularly the use of deep focus,
set a new standard for the industry.

2. Casablanca (1942)

Set against the backdrop of World War Il, Casablanca is a romantic drama that features unforgettable
performances by Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman. The film's themes of love, sacrifice, and
moral ambiguity resonate deeply, making it a timeless classic. With its iconic lines and memorable
score, it remains a staple in American cinema.

3. 12 Angry Men (1957)

Sidney Lumet's 12 Angry Men is a powerful courtroom drama that examines the American justice
system. The film takes place almost entirely in a jury room, where twelve men deliberate the fate of a
young defendant. This gripping narrative highlights themes of prejudice, moral responsibility, and the
importance of reasonable doubt.

Modern Masterpieces

As cinema evolved, so did the storytelling techniques and thematic depth of modern films. Here are
some contemporary masterpieces that showcase the best of what cinema has to offer.

1. The Shawshank Redemption (1994)

Based on a Stephen King novella, The Shawshank Redemption tells the story of Andy Dufresne, a
banker wrongfully imprisoned for his wife's murder. The film is a profound exploration of hope,
friendship, and perseverance, underscored by powerful performances from Tim Robbins and Morgan
Freeman. Its uplifting message has made it a beloved classic.

2. Inception (2010)

Christopher Nolan’s Inception is a mind-bending thriller that delves into the world of dreams and
subconscious exploration. With its intricate plot, stunning visuals, and a haunting score by Hans
Zimmer, the film challenges viewers to question the nature of reality. Its innovative concepts have



made it a landmark in science fiction cinema.

3. Parasite (2019)

Bong Joon-ho’s Parasite made history by becoming the first non-English language film to win the
Academy Award for Best Picture. This darkly comedic thriller explores social class disparities through
the story of a poor family scheming to become employed by a wealthy family. Its sharp social
commentary and unexpected twists make it a must-watch.

Timeless Animated Films

Animation is not just for children; it often conveys complex themes and emotions. Here are some
animated films that have stood the test of time and continue to captivate audiences of all ages.

1. Spirited Away (2001)

Hayao Miyazaki’'s Spirited Away is a visually stunning film that follows a young girl named Chihiro who
finds herself in a mystical spirit world. The film’s rich storytelling, beautiful animation, and cultural
depth have garnered critical acclaim worldwide, making it a pinnacle of animated cinema.

2. Toy Story (1995)

As the first-ever feature-length film created entirely with CGI, Toy Story revolutionized animation and
storytelling. The film’s heartwarming tale of friendship and loyalty among toys resonates with
audiences young and old. Its success paved the way for a franchise that continues to enchant
viewers.

3. Inside Out (2015)

Inside Out takes a unique approach to storytelling by personifying the emotions of an 11-year-old girl
named Riley. This Pixar film beautifully illustrates the complexities of growing up and the importance
of embracing all emotions, making it both entertaining and educational.

Groundbreaking Films That Changed the Game

Some films challenge societal norms and push the boundaries of filmmaking. These groundbreaking
films not only entertain but also spark important conversations.

1. Pulp Fiction (1994)

Quentin Tarantino’s Pulp Fiction is a cult classic known for its non-linear storytelling, rich dialogue,
and unforgettable characters. The film weaves together multiple narratives, creating a tapestry of



crime, loyalty, and redemption. Its stylistic approach has influenced countless filmmakers.

2. Get Out (2017)

Jordan Peele’s debut film Get Out is a masterclass in horror and social commentary. The film tackles
issues of race and identity through the lens of psychological thriller, offering a thought-provoking
narrative that resonates with contemporary audiences. Its success has opened doors for more diverse
voices in horror.

3. Moonlight (2016)

Moonlight is a coming-of-age drama that explores themes of identity, masculinity, and sexuality
through the life of a young Black man growing up in Miami. The film’s poetic storytelling and beautiful
cinematography earned it the Academy Award for Best Picture, making it a significant work in modern
cinema.

Must-Watch International Films

Cinema is a universal language, and international films often provide unique perspectives and
experiences. Here are some international films that you should not miss.

1. Amélie (2001)

Amélie, directed by Jean-Pierre Jeunet, is a whimsical French film that follows the life of a shy waitress
who decides to change the lives of those around her for the better. With its charming visuals and
quirky storytelling, it captures the beauty of human connection.

2. City of God (2002)

This Brazilian film tells the story of life in the favelas of Rio de Janeiro, highlighting the struggles and
resilience of its inhabitants. City of God is a raw and gripping portrayal of poverty, crime, and hope,
showcasing the power of storytelling in shedding light on harsh realities.

3. Roma (2018)

Alfonso Cuardn’s Roma is a semi-autobiographical film that reflects on the life of a domestic worker in
1970s Mexico City. The film's stunning black-and-white cinematography and intimate storytelling
provide a poignant look at social class and personal relationships, earning it critical acclaim and
multiple awards.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the movies you have to watch span across genres, cultures, and eras, each offering
something unique and valuable to the viewer. From classic films that laid the foundation of cinema to
modern masterpieces that challenge our perceptions, these films are essential for anyone looking to
deepen their appreciation of the art form. Whether you're exploring the depths of human emotion or
marveling at cinematic innovation, these films are sure to leave a lasting impact. Make it a goal to
experience these remarkable stories and discover why they are celebrated in the world of cinema.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some must-watch classic films that everyone should
see at least once?

Some classic films that are often recommended include 'The Godfather', 'Casablanca’, 'Citizen Kane',
'Schindler's List', and 'Gone with the Wind'. These films have had a significant impact on cinema and
storytelling.

Which recent movies have received critical acclaim and are
considered must-watches?

Recent critically acclaimed films include 'Everything Everywhere All at Once', 'The Banshees of
Inisherin’, 'Top Gun: Maverick', and 'Nomadland'. These films have been praised for their storytelling,
direction, and performances.

What are some must-watch foreign films that offer unique
perspectives?

Must-watch foreign films include 'Parasite' (South Korea), 'Amélie' (France), 'Roma' (Mexico), and
'Pan's Labyrinth' (Spain). These films provide cultural insights and distinctive storytelling styles.

Can you recommend any must-watch animated movies for all
ages?

Must-watch animated movies include 'Spirited Away', 'Toy Story', 'Coco’, 'Inside Out', and 'The Lion
King'. These films appeal to both children and adults with their heartfelt stories and stunning visuals.

What are some essential documentaries that everyone should
watch?

Essential documentaries include '13th’, 'Won't You Be My Neighbor?', 'Jiro Dreams of Sushi', 'The Act
of Killing', and 'My Octopus Teacher'. These films tackle important social issues and offer compelling
insights into various topics.



Which films are considered must-watch for fans of the horror
genre?

Must-watch horror films include 'Get Out’, 'The Shining', 'Hereditary', 'A Nightmare on Elm Street’, and
‘The Exorcist'. These films are known for their innovative storytelling and ability to evoke fear.
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