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Music for the funeral of Queen Mary has always played a significant role in
commemorating the life and legacy of one of Britain's most revered monarchs.
Queen Mary, consort to King George V, was known for her deep appreciation of
music, which she considered an essential part of royal life. Her funeral,
held on March 31, 1953, at St. George's Chapel, Windsor, was a poignant
affair that reflected her tastes and the solemnity of the occasion. This
article explores the music selected for her funeral, the composers and pieces
that were significant to her, and the broader cultural context of music in
royal funerals.

Historical Context of Queen Mary's Life and
Reign

Queen Mary, born on May 26, 1867, was the daughter of King Edward VII and
Queen Alexandra. Her marriage to Prince George, who later became King George
V, in 1893 positioned her as a key figure in the British monarchy. Throughout
her 1ife, Queen Mary was known for her strong character, dedication to royal
duties, and deep interest in the arts, particularly music.

Her Influence on Music and the Arts

Queen Mary’s influence on music extended beyond her personal preferences. She
actively supported composers and musicians, hosting concerts at Buckingham
Palace and other royal residences. Her patronage helped elevate the status of
many artists, and her passion for music was reflected in her collection of
royal memorabilia, which included musical scores, instruments, and portraits
of famous composers.



Music Selection for the Funeral

The music chosen for Queen Mary'’'s funeral was a carefully curated selection
that aimed to reflect her life, values, and personal preferences. The service
featured a mix of sacred and classical music, showcasing compositions that
would resonate with her legacy.

Key Musical Compositions

1. Funeral March from Chopin's Piano Sonata No. 2 - This iconic piece, often
associated with mourning, was played as a poignant tribute to the late queen.
2. "How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place" from Brahms' German Requiem - A piece
that reflects peace and solace, capturing the essence of Queen Mary’'s faith
and her dedication to the church.

3. "The Lord is My Shepherd" (Psalm 23) - This hymn, known for its comforting
message, was included in the service, emphasizing Queen Mary’s deep religious
beliefs.

4. "Abide with Me" - A traditional hymn often sung at funerals, its themes of
comfort and hope resonated strongly with the attendees.

5. "I Vow to Thee, My Country" - A patriotic hymn that reflects Queen Mary’s
commitment to her country, it served to remind those present of her
dedication to the British people.

Instrumentation and Arrangements

The musical arrangements for the funeral were performed by the Royal Military
Chapel Choir and the Band of the Coldstream Guards. Their contributions added
a layer of gravitas and solemnity to the proceedings.

- Choir: The choir's rich harmonies provided a profound emotional backdrop,
enhancing the spiritual atmosphere of the service.

- Brass Instruments: The use of brass, particularly in the hymns, created a
powerful resonance, symbolizing the strength and majesty of the monarchy.

- Strings and Woodwinds: These instruments offered a softer, more delicate
sound, complementing the more robust brass arrangements and creating a
balanced auditory experience.

Cultural Significance of Music in Royal
Funerals

Music has always played a central role in royal funerals, serving both as a
means of honoring the deceased and as a means of providing solace to those
mourning. The selection of music is often steeped in tradition and reflects



the values of the individual being commemorated.

Traditions in Royal Funerals

- Hymns and Religious Music: Most royal funerals incorporate hymns and
religious pieces, reflecting the monarch’s faith and the importance of
spirituality in their life.

- Classical Compositions: The inclusion of classical music highlights the
cultural achievements of the era and the personal preferences of the
deceased.

- Processional and Recessional Music: Specific pieces are chosen for the
arrival and departure of the coffin, enhancing the ceremonial aspect of the
event.

Comparison with Other Royal Funerals

Queen Mary'’s funeral music shares similarities with other royal funerals,
notably:

- Queen Victoria: The music for Queen Victoria's funeral in 1901 included
classical pieces and hymns that resonated with her legacy, much like Queen
Mary’'s service.

- King George VI: The funeral of King George VI in 1952 featured similar
musical choices, including pieces by British composers and traditional hymns,
reflecting the royal family’'s continued commitment to music.

The Impact of Queen Mary’s Funeral Music on
Modern Commemorations

Queen Mary'’'s funeral music continues to influence modern royal funerals and
state occasions. The careful selection of pieces that reflect personal and
national identity remains a guiding principle in contemporary commemorative
events.

Modern Commemorations

1. State Funerals: The music chosen for state funerals today still reflects
the deceased's values, often blending traditional hymns with contemporary
pieces.

2. Memorial Services: Events commemorating public figures often draw on
classical music traditions, incorporating pieces that resonate with the
audience and honor the individual’s legacy.



3. National Ceremonies: Public ceremonies, such as the annual Remembrance Day
events, continue to utilize music to evoke feelings of patriotism and
collective mourning.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Music in Royal
Funerals

The music for the funeral of Queen Mary serves not only as a tribute to her
life but also as a reflection of the enduring significance of music in
commemorating royal figures. Her funeral exemplified the harmony between
personal taste and public ceremony, bringing together elements of her
character, faith, and dedication to her country. As music continues to
evolve, the traditions established during Queen Mary’s time remain a vital
part of the cultural fabric surrounding royal funerals and memorials,
ensuring her legacy endures through the art that she cherished.

Frequently Asked Questions

What type of music is traditionally played at royal
funerals, such as Queen Mary's?

Traditional hymns, classical pieces, and compositions that reflect the
deceased's life and contributions are typically played at royal funerals.

Were there any specific pieces chosen for Queen
Mary's funeral?

Yes, Queen Mary's funeral featured pieces such as 'The Dead March in Saul' by
Handel and hymns like 'Abide with Me' and 'The Lord's My Shepherd'.

How does music enhance the atmosphere of a royal
funeral?

Music serves to evoke emotions, provide a sense of solemnity and reverence,
and honor the legacy of the deceased, making it an integral part of the
ceremony.

Who typically selects the music for a royal funeral?

The music is usually selected by the royal family in collaboration with music
advisors and clergy members to ensure it aligns with the wishes of the
deceased and their family.



What role does choir music play in royal funerals?

Choir music often adds a rich, communal element to royal funerals, allowing
for collective mourning and reflection among attendees.

How does the choice of music reflect Queen Mary's
personality and values?

The chosen music often reflects Queen Mary's love for classical music, her
faith, and her connection to British history, showcasing her values and
personal tastes.

Can you name a famous composer whose works are often
featured in royal funerals?

Yes, works by composers like Edward Elgar and Gustav Holst are frequently
included due to their significance in British music and culture.

What modern elements have been incorporated into
funeral music for royals?

In recent years, some modern compositions and arrangements have been included
to reflect contemporary tastes and resonate with younger generations.

How does the public's reaction to funeral music
differ from private family selections?

Public selections often aim to reflect national sentiment and tradition,
while private selections may be more personal and tailored to the
individual's life and preferences.
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