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As the popularity of motorhomes continues to rise, many RV enthusiasts are seeking ways to enhance
their travel experience. One of the most practical solutions is dinghy towing, which involves towing a
smaller vehicle behind your motorhome. The Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide 2022 serves
as an essential resource for those looking to maximize their adventures on the road with the
convenience of a towed vehicle.

Understanding Dinghy Towing

Dinghy towing, also known as flat towing, allows travelers to bring a smaller vehicle—such as a car,
truck, or SUV—along with their motorhome. This practice enables RVers to explore areas that may be
inaccessible or impractical to navigate in a larger vehicle. However, it’s crucial to understand the
mechanics and regulations associated with dinghy towing to ensure a safe and enjoyable experience.

Benefits of Dinghy Towing

1. Convenience: Having a smaller vehicle allows for easier access to attractions, shopping, and dining
without having to move the larger motorhome.
2. Fuel Efficiency: Towing a vehicle can be more fuel-efficient than driving the motorhome for short
trips.
3. Flexibility: The ability to switch between the motorhome and a smaller vehicle provides more
options for travel and exploration.
4. Cost-Effective: Avoiding the need for additional vehicle rentals can save money during extended
trips.



Choosing the Right Vehicle for Dinghy Towing

Not all vehicles can be flat towed, and it is essential to choose a suitable option that aligns with your
motorhome's towing capacity. The Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide 2022 highlights
various vehicles that are popular for towing, along with their specifications.

Factors to Consider

When selecting a vehicle for dinghy towing, consider the following factors:

- Towing Capacity: Check your motorhome’s owner manual to determine the maximum towing
capacity.
- Vehicle Weight: Ensure that the weight of the towed vehicle does not exceed the motorhome’s
towing limit.
- Locking Differential: Some vehicles require a locking differential for safe towing.
- Transmission Type: Automatic transmissions may require modifications to be suitable for dinghy
towing, while many manual transmissions are inherently more compatible.

Popular Dinghy Towing Vehicles

Based on the Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide 2022, here are some popular vehicles for
dinghy towing:

1. Jeep Wrangler: Known for its off-road capabilities, the Wrangler is a favorite among RVers.
2. Ford Escape: This compact SUV offers versatility and a reliable towing capacity.
3. Chevrolet Equinox: A spacious option with good towing specs makes it a solid choice.
4. Honda CR-V: Renowned for its reliability, the CR-V is a great dinghy towing option.
5. Toyota RAV4: With a strong reputation for dependability, the RAV4 is often recommended.

Preparation for Dinghy Towing

Before hitting the road with a dinghy in tow, it’s essential to make the necessary preparations. This
includes both your motorhome and the towed vehicle.

Motorhome Setup

1. Towing Equipment: Invest in quality towing equipment, including a tow bar, safety chains, and
brake systems.
2. Wiring: Ensure that the vehicle’s brake lights and turn signals are properly wired to the motorhome.
3. Weight Distribution: Check the weight distribution to ensure a balanced tow.



Towed Vehicle Preparation

1. Transmission Settings: Follow the manufacturer’s guidelines for preparing the vehicle’s
transmission for towing.
2. Tire Pressure: Maintain proper tire pressure on the towed vehicle for safe towing.
3. Emergency Brake: If applicable, ensure the towed vehicle's emergency brake is disengaged.

Legal Considerations for Dinghy Towing

Each state may have different regulations regarding dinghy towing, so it’s vital to be informed about
the laws in the areas you plan to travel.

Licensing and Insurance

- Driver’s License: Ensure that your driver’s license allows you to operate a motorhome with a towed
vehicle.
- Insurance Coverage: Verify that your insurance covers dinghy towing and check for any additional
requirements.

Towing Restrictions

- Weight Limits: Adhere to the weight limits imposed by state laws.
- Speed Limits: Be aware of any speed restrictions for vehicles towing others.

Driving Tips for Dinghy Towing

Driving with a dinghy in tow can be different from driving a motorhome alone. Here are some tips to
ensure a smooth journey:

1. Practice Turns: Make wider turns to accommodate the length of the motorhome and the towed
vehicle.
2. Maintain Distance: Keep a safe distance from other vehicles to allow for longer stopping distances.
3. Monitor the Towed Vehicle: Regularly check mirrors to ensure the towed vehicle is secure and
unaffected by road conditions.

Pre-Trip Checklist

Before departing, use this checklist to ensure everything is in order:

- Confirm the towed vehicle is in the correct towing configuration.



- Inspect the tow bar and safety chains for integrity.
- Ensure all lights are functioning properly.
- Double-check the weight distribution and towing capacity.

Maintenance and Troubleshooting

Maintaining both the motorhome and the towed vehicle is crucial for a safe towing experience.
Regular inspections and maintenance can prevent many common issues.

Routine Maintenance

- Towed Vehicle: Adhere to regular maintenance schedules, including oil changes and brake
inspections.
- Tow Equipment: Inspect and maintain the tow bar and other towing equipment for wear and tear.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

- Swaying: If the towed vehicle begins to sway, reduce speed and adjust your driving technique.
- Tire Wear: Uneven tire wear on the towed vehicle can be a sign of improper towing setup.

Conclusion

The Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide 2022 provides invaluable insights for RV enthusiasts
looking to enhance their travel experiences through dinghy towing. By understanding the benefits,
selecting the right vehicle, preparing adequately, and adhering to legal considerations, RVers can
enjoy the freedom and convenience that comes with towing a smaller vehicle. Whether planning a
weekend getaway or a cross-country adventure, dinghy towing can significantly enrich the journey,
making it a worthwhile endeavor for any motorhome owner.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the Motorhome Magazine
Dinghy Towing Guide 2022?
The primary purpose of the Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide 2022 is to provide motorhome
owners with comprehensive information on which vehicles can be safely towed behind their
motorhomes, including details on towing capacities, setups, and vehicle specifications.



How often is the Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide
updated?
The Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide is updated annually to reflect the latest models,
towing capacity changes, and new regulations affecting dinghy towing.

What types of vehicles are typically included in the Dinghy
Towing Guide?
The Dinghy Towing Guide typically includes a variety of vehicles such as cars, SUVs, and trucks that
can be flat-towed behind motorhomes, along with their specific towing requirements and limitations.

Are there any specific towing techniques recommended in the
2022 guide?
Yes, the 2022 guide includes specific towing techniques, such as how to properly set up the tow bar,
ensuring the vehicle is in the correct gear, and tips for safe driving while towing.

Where can I purchase or access the Motorhome Magazine
Dinghy Towing Guide 2022?
The Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide 2022 can be purchased through the Motorhome
Magazine website, at major RV shows, or at select retail outlets that specialize in RV accessories and
publications.
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