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The "National Treasure" series, beginning with the original film released in 2004, is a
captivating blend of adventure, history, and mystery that has captured the hearts of
audiences worldwide. As viewers embark on a thrilling journey alongside treasure hunter
Benjamin Franklin Gates, they are introduced to a narrative rich with historical references,
puzzles, and the quest for America’s hidden treasures. This study guide aims to provide an
in-depth analysis of the film, its characters, themes, and the historical context that
underpins the narrative.

Overview of the National Treasure Film Series

The "National Treasure" series consists of two feature films, with the first one released in
2004 and a sequel, "National Treasure: Book of Secrets," following in 2007. Both films are
directed by Jon Turteltaub and star Nicolas Cage as the lead character, Benjamin Franklin
Gates.

Plot Summary

- National Treasure (2004): The story follows Gates as he searches for a legendary treasure
hidden by the Founding Fathers of the United States. The narrative kicks off with a clue that
leads to the Declaration of Independence, setting the stage for a high-stakes adventure
filled with puzzles and historical references. Gates must race against a nefarious treasure



hunter, Ian Howe, played by Sean Bean, to find the treasure first.

- National Treasure: Book of Secrets (2007): This sequel delves deeper into American
history as Gates seeks to clear his ancestor's name from the accusation of being involved in
the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. The film explores new historical mysteries, including
the search for a lost city of gold and the significance of the President’s Secret Book.

Main Characters

The characters in "National Treasure" are integral to the story, each contributing to the
film's adventurous spirit and intellectual challenges.

Benjamin Franklin Gates
- Played by Nicolas Cage, Gates is a historian and treasure hunter with a passion for
American history. His determination and resourcefulness drive the plot as he decodes clues
and navigates various obstacles.

Abigail Chase
- Portrayed by Diane Kruger, Chase is a National Archives conservator who becomes Gates'
love interest and ally. Her expertise in historical documents is crucial to deciphering clues.

Riley Poole
- Justin Bartha plays Riley, Gates' tech-savvy friend who provides comic relief and assists in
the treasure hunt with his knowledge of technology.

Ian Howe
- Sean Bean's character, a villainous treasure hunter, serves as the primary antagonist. His
ruthless pursuit of the treasure contrasts sharply with Gates' sense of ethics.

Thematic Elements

"National Treasure" is not just an action-adventure film; it is a narrative rich in themes that
resonate with audiences.

History and Heritage
- The films emphasize the importance of understanding and preserving history. Gates’
quest not only seeks treasure but also aims to uncover truths about America’s past.



Friendship and Loyalty
- The bond between Gates, Riley, and Abigail illustrates the importance of teamwork and
trust. Their camaraderie is tested throughout their adventure, highlighting the value of
loyalty in achieving a common goal.

Good vs. Evil
- The struggle between Gates and Ian Howe represents a classic battle of good versus evil.
Gates embodies the ethical approach to treasure hunting, while Howe's actions are driven
by greed and self-interest.

Historical Context

The "National Treasure" films are steeped in American history, making the narrative
engaging for viewers who appreciate historical references.

Key Historical References

1. The Declaration of Independence: Central to the plot, the film depicts the document as a
key to unlocking the treasure's location.

2. The Freemasons: The films reference the Masonic influence on American history,
particularly in relation to the founding of the nation.

3. Abraham Lincoln: The sequel addresses Lincoln's legacy and the conspiracy theories
surrounding his assassination, demonstrating the impact of historical figures on
contemporary society.

4. The City of Gold: The quest for a mythical city of gold connects the narrative to various
historical legends and myths, adding depth to the treasure hunt.

Critical Reception

The "National Treasure" series received mixed reviews from critics but was generally well-
received by audiences.

Box Office Success
- The first film grossed over $347 million worldwide, while the sequel earned approximately
$457 million, establishing the series as a commercial success.



Critical Analysis
- Critics praised the films for their adventurous spirit and engaging plot, although some
noted that the scripts could be formulaic. The blend of history and entertainment was
highlighted as a standout feature, appealing to both younger audiences and adults.

Educational Value

The "National Treasure" films can serve as an engaging educational tool for discussions in
history classes.

Potential Discussion Topics

1. Historical Accuracy: Analyze the accuracy of the historical references made in the films
and their impact on public perception of American history.

2. Exploration of Ethics: Discuss the ethical implications of treasure hunting and the
responsibility that comes with uncovering historical artifacts.

3. Cultural Significance: Explore the cultural significance of the symbols and artifacts
featured in the films, such as the Declaration of Independence and the Masonic symbols.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the "National Treasure" series is a captivating blend of adventure, history,
and mystery that resonates with audiences of all ages. Through its engaging characters,
thrilling plots, and rich historical context, the films encourage viewers to appreciate the
importance of history while embarking on a thrilling treasure hunt. As both an
entertainment piece and an educational resource, the series remains a beloved part of
popular culture, inviting audiences to explore the mysteries of the past while enjoying an
exhilarating cinematic experience. Whether for casual viewers or history enthusiasts,
"National Treasure" offers a treasure trove of insights and excitement, making it a
remarkable addition to the adventure film genre.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of the National Treasure
series?
The National Treasure series follows treasure hunter Benjamin Gates as he uncovers
historical secrets and seeks out hidden treasures related to American history.



What are key themes explored in the National Treasure
films?
Key themes include the importance of history, the quest for knowledge, the value of
teamwork, and the moral dilemmas of treasure hunting.

Who are the main characters in the National Treasure
series?
The main characters include Benjamin Gates, Abigail Chase, Riley Poole, and various
historical figures that are referenced throughout the story.

How does the National Treasure study guide help
students?
The study guide provides a comprehensive overview of the films, including plot summaries,
character analyses, and discussion questions to enhance understanding and engagement.

What historical events are referenced in the National
Treasure films?
The films reference events like the American Revolution, the Declaration of Independence,
and various historical artifacts such as the Constitution and the map to the treasure.

Are there any real historical inaccuracies in National
Treasure?
Yes, while the films incorporate real historical elements, many details are fictionalized or
exaggerated for entertainment purposes.

What educational resources are included in the National
Treasure study guide?
The study guide typically includes quizzes, vocabulary lists, historical background
information, and project ideas related to the films' themes.

How can teachers use the National Treasure study
guide in the classroom?
Teachers can use the study guide to facilitate discussions on history, motivate students to
research historical topics, and enhance critical thinking through analysis of the film's
narrative.
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