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Museum of Science and Industry vs Field Museum: A Comparison of Two Iconic
Chicago Institutions

Chicago is renowned for its rich cultural landscape, and two of its most
prominent attractions are the Museum of Science and Industry and the Field
Museum. Each of these institutions offers a unique experience, captivating
visitors with their diverse collections and educational programs. While both
museums contribute significantly to the cultural fabric of the city, they
cater to different interests and audiences. This article will delve into the
distinct features of each museum, compare their offerings, and help you
decide which one might be the best fit for your visit.

Overview of the Museums

Museum of Science and Industry

The Museum of Science and Industry (MSI) is located in Jackson Park and is
one of the largest science museums in the world. Opened in 1933, this museum
was originally a part of the Century of Progress Exposition. Its mission is
to inspire a passion for learning about science and technology through
interactive exhibits and hands-on activities.

Key Attractions:



- U-505 Submarine: A captured German U-boat from World War II, which visitors
can explore.
- The Science Storms Exhibit: This exhibit showcases the science behind
natural phenomena such as tornadoes and hurricanes.
- The Great Train Story: A detailed model train display that represents the
journey across America.
- The Coal Mine: An immersive experience that takes visitors underground to
learn about coal mining.

Field Museum

The Field Museum, situated in Grant Park, is a natural history museum that
boasts one of the largest and most comprehensive collections of natural
history specimens in the world. Founded in 1893, the museum is dedicated to
understanding and preserving the Earth's biodiversity and cultural heritage.

Key Attractions:
- Sue the T. rex: The most complete and well-preserved Tyrannosaurus rex
skeleton ever discovered.
- Ancient Egypt Exhibit: A captivating display featuring mummies, artifacts,
and insights into ancient Egyptian civilization.
- The Hall of Gems: A stunning collection of gemstones from around the world,
showcasing their beauty and rarity.
- The Living Cultural Heritage Exhibit: This exhibit highlights the rich
cultural diversity of the world’s indigenous peoples.

Exhibits and Collections

Museum of Science and Industry Exhibits

The MSI prides itself on its interactive and engaging exhibits, which aim to
make complex scientific concepts accessible to all ages. The museum's layout
encourages exploration and experimentation, making it an excellent
destination for families and school groups.

- Interactive Displays: Many exhibits allow visitors to engage directly with
the science behind the displays, such as the Chemistry of Food exhibit where
visitors can learn about molecular gastronomy.
- Live Demonstrations: The museum often hosts live demonstrations that
illustrate scientific principles in real-time, such as chemical reactions or
physics experiments.
- Seasonal Exhibits: The MSI frequently updates its offerings with temporary
exhibits that reflect current scientific trends or breakthroughs.



Field Museum Exhibits

The Field Museum is more focused on natural history and anthropology. Its
collections are vast and cover a range of topics from ancient civilizations
to modern biodiversity.

- Dioramas and Specimens: The museum features life-sized dioramas that
recreate ecosystems and habitats, allowing visitors to see animals in their
natural environments.
- Cultural Exhibits: The Field Museum places a strong emphasis on human
history and culture, with exhibits dedicated to indigenous cultures from
around the globe.
- Research and Conservation: The museum is heavily involved in ongoing
research and conservation efforts, providing visitors with insights into the
importance of preserving our planet's biodiversity.

Educational Programs and Workshops

Museum of Science and Industry Programs

The Museum of Science and Industry offers a variety of educational programs
aimed at students, teachers, and families. These programs are designed to
supplement classroom learning and inspire a love of science.

- School Programs: The MSI provides curated field trips for school groups,
including guided tours and hands-on activities tailored to different age
groups.
- Workshops and Camps: The museum hosts summer camps and workshops that focus
on specific scientific topics, such as robotics, engineering, and
environmental science.
- Family Programs: Family workshops and events are designed to encourage
parents and children to engage in science together, fostering a collaborative
learning environment.

Field Museum Programs

The Field Museum also offers extensive educational programming, focusing on
natural history and cultural awareness. These programs aim to deepen
understanding of the planet's diversity and the importance of conservation.

- School Programs: The Field Museum provides educational tours and activities
aligned with school curricula, allowing students to explore topics related to
biology, geology, and anthropology.
- Public Lectures and Workshops: The museum hosts lectures and workshops led



by experts in various fields, covering topics such as paleontology,
conservation, and archaeology.
- Family Engagement: Family-focused activities and events are common,
offering hands-on experiences that allow families to explore the museum’s
collections together.

Visitor Experience

Atmosphere and Accessibility

Both museums are designed to accommodate a wide range of visitors, but their
atmospheres differ significantly.

- Museum of Science and Industry: The MSI has a vibrant, energetic atmosphere
filled with excitement and wonder. Its interactive nature encourages guests
to touch, explore, and experiment. The museum is spacious, allowing for easy
movement between exhibits.
- Field Museum: The Field Museum has a more traditional museum vibe, with
grand halls and carefully curated displays. It invites contemplation and
reflection on the natural world and human history. The layout is designed to
guide visitors through the story of life on Earth.

Accessibility Features

Both the Museum of Science and Industry and the Field Museum prioritize
accessibility for all visitors.

- Wheelchair Access: Both institutions provide wheelchair access to all
exhibits and facilities.
- Assistive Technologies: They offer assistive listening devices, braille
materials, and captioning services for exhibits and programs.
- Sensory-Friendly Options: The Field Museum, in particular, has sensory-
friendly hours and programming to accommodate visitors with sensory
sensitivities.

Conclusion: Choosing Your Museum Experience

When deciding between the Museum of Science and Industry and the Field
Museum, consider your interests and what type of experience you seek. If you
are fascinated by the wonders of science and technology, the Museum of
Science and Industry is likely the better choice. Its interactive exhibits
and hands-on activities make it a perfect destination for families and
science enthusiasts.



On the other hand, if you are more interested in natural history and cultural
heritage, the Field Museum will captivate you with its extensive collections
and educational programs. Its focus on conservation and understanding the
Earth's biodiversity makes it a vital institution for those passionate about
the natural world.

Ultimately, both museums offer unique experiences that contribute to
Chicago's cultural landscape. Whether you choose the Museum of Science and
Industry or the Field Museum, you are sure to leave with a deeper
appreciation for science, history, and the world around you.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the primary focuses of the Museum of
Science and Industry compared to the Field Museum?
The Museum of Science and Industry primarily focuses on science and
technology, showcasing innovations and hands-on exhibits, while the Field
Museum is centered around natural history, featuring extensive collections of
fossils, ancient artifacts, and cultural exhibits.

Which museum offers more interactive exhibits for
children?
The Museum of Science and Industry is known for its interactive exhibits and
hands-on experiences, making it more appealing for children and families
looking for engaging educational activities.

How do the collections of the Field Museum and the
Museum of Science and Industry differ in terms of
scale?
The Field Museum has one of the largest natural history collections in the
world, including Sue the T. rex and a vast array of cultural artifacts, while
the Museum of Science and Industry has a smaller but diverse collection
focused on technology and industrial advancements.

Which museum has more outdoor spaces or
installations?
The Museum of Science and Industry features outdoor spaces like the U-505
Submarine exhibit, while the Field Museum has the Stanley Field Hall and
outdoor gardens, but overall, the Museum of Science and Industry offers more
large-scale outdoor installations.



Are there any special exhibits that distinguish one
museum from the other?
Yes, the Museum of Science and Industry frequently hosts special science and
technology exhibits, like the recent 'Robot Revolution,' while the Field
Museum features exhibitions related to natural history, such as 'The Ancient
Americas' and ongoing paleontology displays.
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