Multiple Stimulus With Replacement
Preference Assessment

Sample Data Sheet

Ttem A: push toy
Item B: spinner toy
Ttem C: water wiggly
Item D: toy phone

Item E: spiky ball
Ttem F: teddy bear

Item G: bubbles

Date: 17152016
Child: Alice

_'I_'n_:achrr: Mr. Rabbit -
Trial # Item available (circle selected)
1. A B ()
2, u_l,}' D E
3. WG] F C
4. A (EY G
x5 (E}y ¥ D
6. E (c) A
Item A selected: 0 times
Item B selected: 0 times
Item C selected: 1 times
Item D selected: 1 times

Item E selected: 2 times
Item F selected: 0 times

Item G selecied: 0 times

Highest preferred item: [tem C (water wiggly)

Moderately preferred items: Item E (spiky ball), Item G (bubbles)

Lowest preferred items: Item A (push toy), Item B (spinner toy), ltem D (toy phone), Item F
teddy bear)

Multiple stimulus with replacement preference assessment is an essential
technique in the field of behavior analysis, particularly when it comes to
understanding individual preferences. This method is invaluable for
practitioners working with individuals with developmental disabilities,
autism spectrum disorders, and those who may struggle with communication. By
utilizing this preference assessment, practitioners can gain insights into
what motivates individuals, thereby enhancing interventions, promoting
engagement, and increasing the effectiveness of behavioral strategies.

Understanding Preference Assessments

Preference assessments are systematic methods used to identify preferred
items, activities, or stimuli for individuals. These assessments are crucial
for developing effective intervention strategies, as they help determine what
reinforcers might be most effective in motivating individuals to engage in
desired behaviors. Among various types of preference assessments, the
multiple stimulus with replacement (MSW) method stands out due to its



structured yet flexible approach.

What is Multiple Stimulus with Replacement (MSW)?

The MSW preference assessment involves presenting a selection of items to an
individual and allowing them to choose from these items. The key
characteristic of the MSW method is that, after an item is selected, it is
placed back into the array of items for future selections. This approach
enables the assessment of both the preference hierarchy and the stability of
preferences over time.

Steps Involved in Conducting an MSW Preference
Assessment

Conducting an MSW preference assessment involves several systematic steps:

1. Define the Purpose: Clearly outline the goals of the assessment,
including the specific behaviors you aim to reinforce.

2. Select Items: Choose a diverse array of items that may include toys,
activities, food, or sensory experiences. Ensure that the items are
relevant to the individual’s interests.

3. Set Up the Environment: Conduct the assessment in a distraction-free
setting to help the individual focus on the task.

4. Present the Items: Display the items in front of the individual, usually
in a randomized order. The array can include anywhere from 3 to 10 items
depending on the individual'’s capabilities and preferences.

5. Allow Selection: Ask the individual to choose an item. Record the
selection and provide access to the chosen item immediately.

6. Replace the Item: After the individual has interacted with the selected
item, return it to the array for subsequent choices.

7. Repeat the Process: Continue the selection process for a predetermined
number of trials or until the individual loses interest.

8. Analyze Results: Compile the data to determine the most preferred items
based on frequency of selection.



Benefits of Using MSW Preference Assessment

The MSW preference assessment offers several advantages that make it a
preferred choice among practitioners:

Dynamic Assessment: By allowing items to be replaced, the MSW assessment
captures the changing preferences of individuals over time.

e Engagement: The interactive nature of the assessment can increase
engagement, making it a more enjoyable experience for the individual.

e Clear Hierarchy of Preferences: The data derived from the assessment
provides a clear hierarchy of preferences, guiding the selection of
effective reinforcers.

e« Efficiency: The assessment can be completed relatively quickly, allowing
practitioners to gather valuable information without a significant time
investment.

e Versatility: MSW assessments can be adapted for various populations and
settings, making it a flexible tool for behavior analysts.

Considerations for Conducting MSW Preference
Assessments

While the MSW preference assessment is a powerful tool, certain
considerations should be taken into account to ensure its effectiveness:

Individual Differences

Every individual is unique, and their preferences may vary considerably.
Factors such as age, cognitive ability, and sensory sensitivities should be
considered when selecting items for the assessment. Tailoring the selection
process to the individual’s specific needs will yield more accurate and
meaningful results.

Frequency of Assessment

Preferences can change over time due to various factors, including exposure
to new items, changes in interests, or developmental progress. Regularly
conducting MSW preference assessments can help practitioners keep up with



these changes and ensure that interventions remain effective.

Data Recording

Accurate data recording is crucial for the assessment's validity.
Practitioners should consistently document each selection, noting the order
of choices and any relevant contextual factors. This data will be
instrumental in analyzing preferences and planning future interventions.

Challenges and Limitations of MSW Preference
Assessments

While the MSW preference assessment has numerous benefits, there are
challenges and limitations to consider:

Potential for Bias

There is a risk of bias in the selection of items. If the items chosen do not
adequately reflect the individual’s interests or if there is a limited
variety, the results may not accurately capture true preferences.
Practitioners should strive to include a diverse range of items to mitigate
this risk.

Overstimulation

For some individuals, particularly those with sensory sensitivities, an array
of items may become overwhelming. Practitioners should be mindful of the
individual’s sensory needs and adjust the number of items or the environment
accordingly.

Limited Contextual Understanding

The MSW assessment primarily identifies preferences in a controlled setting,
which may not always translate to real-world scenarios. Practitioners should
consider the context in which the preferences will be applied and conduct
follow-up assessments in natural settings when possible.



Conclusion

In summary, the multiple stimulus with replacement preference assessment is a
powerful tool for identifying individual preferences, which can significantly
inform behavioral interventions. By understanding and utilizing this method,
practitioners can enhance the effectiveness of their strategies, fostering
engagement and motivation among individuals with diverse needs. While there
are challenges associated with the assessment, careful planning,
consideration of individual differences, and regular reassessment will
maximize its potential benefits. As the field of behavior analysis continues
to evolve, preference assessments like MSW remain integral to promoting
meaningful and effective interventions tailored to individual needs.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a multiple stimulus with replacement
preference assessment?

A multiple stimulus with replacement preference assessment is a method used
to identify an individual's preferred items or activities by presenting them
with a set of choices multiple times, allowing them to select items while
keeping them available for future selections.

How does a multiple stimulus with replacement
assessment differ from a single stimulus assessment?

Unlike a single stimulus assessment, which presents one item at a time to
gauge preference, a multiple stimulus with replacement assessment offers
several items simultaneously, allowing for a comparative choice and repeated
selections throughout the assessment.

What are the benefits of using a multiple stimulus
with replacement assessment in behavior analysis?

Benefits include efficient identification of preferences, the ability to
observe changes in preferences over time, and the opportunity to reinforce
desired behaviors by offering preferred items as rewards.

What types of items can be assessed using a multiple
stimulus with replacement preference assessment?

A wide range of items can be assessed, including toys, food, activities, and
social interactions, depending on the individual's interests and needs.



How can the results of a multiple stimulus with
replacement assessment inform treatment planning?

Results can guide the selection of reinforcers to enhance motivation and
engagement in therapeutic activities, helping to tailor interventions to the
individual's specific preferences.

Are there any limitations to the multiple stimulus
with replacement preference assessment?

Limitations include the potential for bias in item selection, the possibility
of items losing their reinforcing value over time, and the need for careful
observation to ensure accurate interpretation of preferences.

How can practitioners ensure the validity of a
multiple stimulus with replacement preference
assessment?

Practitioners can ensure validity by using a diverse range of items,
conducting the assessment in a consistent environment, and repeating the
assessment periodically to check for consistent preferences.

What is the typical procedure for conducting a
multiple stimulus with replacement preference
assessment?

The typical procedure involves presenting a set of items to the individual,
allowing them to select one, replacing the selected item, and repeating the
process for several trials to gather data on preferences.
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Explore the benefits of multiple stimulus with replacement preference assessment to enhance your
behavioral strategies. Learn more about effective techniques today!
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