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MLA citation of ebook is an essential skill for students, researchers, and
writers who want to ensure they properly credit their sources in academic
work. With the rise of digital literature, understanding how to cite eBooks
in Modern Language Association (MLA) format is crucial. This article will
guide you through the MLA citation format for eBooks, provide examples, and
offer tips for effective citation practices.

Understanding the Basics of MLA Citation

MLA style is widely used in the humanities, especially in literature,
philosophy, and the arts. The MLA Handbook outlines the rules for citing
various types of sources, including eBooks. Citing an eBook correctly not
only gives credit to the authors but also allows readers to locate the
original source.

Key Components of MLA Citation

When citing an eBook in MLA format, there are several key components to
include:

1. Author's Name: Start with the author's last name, followed by a comma and
the first name.



2. Title of the eBook: Italicize the title and use title case (capitalize the
first letter of each major word).

3. Publisher: Include the name of the publisher.

4. Publication Date: Provide the date when the eBook was published.

5. Medium: Indicate that it is an eBook (though this is often implied).

6. Access Information: If applicable, include the URL or DOI if you accessed
the eBook online.

Formatting eBook Citations in MLA

The format for citing an eBook can vary depending on whether it was accessed
online or downloaded. Here’s how to format your citations based on these
categories.

Citing a Downloaded eBook

When citing a downloaded eBook, the format is as follows:

Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of the eBook. Publisher, Year of
Publication.

Example:

Smith, John. Understanding Modern Literature. Penguin Books, 2020.

Citing an Online eBook

For online eBooks accessed through a database or a website, the format should
be:

Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of the eBook. Publisher, Year of
Publication, URL or DOI.

Example:

Doe, Jane. Exploring Digital Humanities. Oxford University Press, 2021,
www.oxforduniversitypress.com/exploring-digital-humanities.



Examples of MLA Citations for eBooks

To provide clarity, here are more examples of MLA citations for various types
of eBooks.

Single Author eBook

Brown, Alice. The Art of Writing Fiction. HarperCollins, 2019.

Multiple Authors eBook

For an eBook with multiple authors, list the first author followed by "et
al." (Latin for "and others"):

Johnson, Mark, et al. Literature in the 21st Century. Routledge, 2022.

eBook with an Editor

If the eBook has an editor instead of an author, the citation should start
with the editor’s name:

Williams, Sarah, editor. Essays on Modern Art. Cambridge University Press,
2023.

Chapter or Section of an eBook

If you are citing a specific chapter or section of an eBook, use the
following format:

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of the Chapter." Title of the eBook,
edited by Editor's Name, Publisher, Year of Publication, Page range.

Example:

Green, Emma. "The Impact of Technology on Literature." The Future of Books,
edited by Laura White, Random House, 2023, pp. 45-67.



Common Mistakes to Avoid When Citing eBooks

Citing eBooks can sometimes lead to confusion. Here are some common mistakes
to avoid:

Not italicizing the title: Ensure that the title of the eBook is always
italicized.

Omitting publication details: Always include the publisher and year of
publication to provide complete information.

Incorrectly formatting author names: Pay attention to the order of names
and the use of commas.

Forgetting to include access information: If you accessed the eBook
online, always provide the URL or DOI at the end of your citation.

Tools and Resources for MLA Citation

To make the process of citing eBooks easier, several tools and resources are
available:

1. Citation Generators: Websites like EasyBib, Citation Machine, and BibMe
can automatically generate citations in MLA format based on the information
you enter.

2. MLA Handbook: Refer to the latest edition of the MLA Handbook for detailed
guidelines on citation rules.

3. University Writing Centers: Many universities offer writing centers where
students can get help with MLA citations.

Conclusion

Understanding the MLA citation of ebook is vital for academic integrity and
effective research practices. By following the formats outlined in this
article, you can ensure that your citations are accurate and complete.
Remember to pay attention to the details, avoid common mistakes, and utilize
available tools to assist you in the citation process. With these skills, you
will enhance the credibility of your academic writing and contribute to the
larger scholarly conversation.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the basic format for citing an ebook in MLA
style?

The basic format for citing an ebook in MLA style is: Author's Last Name,
First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication. Title of eBook
Platform, DOI or URL.

Do I need to include the format of the ebook in my

MLA citation?

In MLA 9th edition, you do not need to include the format (e.g., Kindle, PDF)
in your citation, but you should include the platform or website if it is
relevant.

How do I cite an ebook with no author in MLA format?

If there is no author, start your citation with the title of the book.
Format: Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication. Title of eBook
Platform, DOI or URL.

Should I include page numbers when citing an ebook
in MLA?

In MLA style, if you are citing a specific passage or quote from an ebook,
you can include a page number if available. Otherwise, you can omit it.

How do I cite an edited ebook in MLA format?

For an edited ebook, the format is: Editor's Last Name, First Name, editor.
Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication. Title of eBook Platform, DOI
or URL.

What if the ebook has multiple contributors, like
editors and translators?

List the contributors in the order they are mentioned, separating them with
commas. For example: Author's Last Name, First Name, and Translator's Last
Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication. Title of
eBook Platform, DOI or URL.

Is it necessary to include the URL in my MLA
citation for an ebook?

Yes, in MLA 9th edition, it is recommended to include the URL or DOI for
ebooks accessed online to help readers locate the source.



Can I use a citation generator for my MLA ebook
citation?

Yes, citation generators can be helpful for creating MLA citations, but
always double-check the generated citation for accuracy and adherence to MLA
guidelines.
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Master the MLA citation of ebook with our comprehensive guide. Discover how to format your
references correctly and enhance your academic writing today!
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