
Mo Diagram Practice Problems

Mo diagram practice problems are an essential part of mastering the concept of molecular orbital

theory in chemistry. These diagrams provide a visual representation of the molecular orbitals in a

molecule, allowing students to understand how electrons are distributed among these orbitals. As you

dive into the world of molecular orbital theory, engaging with practice problems becomes crucial for

reinforcing your understanding and enhancing your problem-solving skills. This article will present

various practice problems related to Mo diagrams, explain how to construct them, and offer tips for

success.

Understanding Molecular Orbital Theory

Molecular orbital theory (MOT) is a foundational concept in chemistry that describes how atomic

orbitals combine to form molecular orbitals. This theory provides a more comprehensive understanding

of bonding than the simpler valence bond theory. Here are some key points to remember:

Molecular Orbitals: These are formed by the linear combination of atomic orbitals (LCAO).

Bonding and Antibonding Orbitals: Bonding orbitals result from the constructive interference of



atomic orbitals, while antibonding orbitals arise from destructive interference.

Electron Configuration: Electrons fill molecular orbitals starting from the lowest energy level,

following the Pauli exclusion principle and Hund's rule.

Understanding these basic concepts will help you tackle Mo diagram practice problems with greater

ease.

How to Construct a Mo Diagram

Creating a molecular orbital diagram involves several steps:

Step 1: Determine the Molecular Formula

Identify the molecular formula of the molecule you are studying. This will help you know how many

electrons you need to consider when filling the molecular orbitals.

Step 2: Count Valence Electrons

For each atom in the molecule, count the number of valence electrons. Add these together to find the

total number of valence electrons in the molecule.

Step 3: Identify Atomic Orbitals



Determine the relevant atomic orbitals from the constituent atoms (e.g., s and p orbitals). For diatomic

molecules, consider how these orbitals will combine.

Step 4: Construct the Mo Diagram

Draw a diagram with energy levels for the molecular orbitals, labeling them as bonding (σ, π) and

antibonding (σ, π). Arrange the orbitals from lowest to highest energy and place the total number of

electrons in the appropriate orbitals, following the rules of electron filling.

Step 5: Analyze the Diagram

Evaluate the stability of the molecule based on the number of electrons in bonding versus antibonding

orbitals. Calculate the bond order using the formula:

\[

\text{Bond Order} = \frac{(N_b - N_a)}{2}

\]

where \( N_b \) is the number of electrons in bonding orbitals and \( N_a \) is the number of electrons

in antibonding orbitals.

Mo Diagram Practice Problems

Now that you understand how to construct a Mo diagram, let's practice with some problems. Below are

several examples of molecules for which you can draw Mo diagrams and analyze their properties.



Problem 1: Construct the Mo Diagram for N₂

1. Molecular Formula: N₂

2. Valence Electrons: Each nitrogen atom has 5 valence electrons. Therefore, \( 5 \times 2 = 10 \)

valence electrons.

3. Atomic Orbitals: The relevant atomic orbitals are the 2s and 2p orbitals.

4. Mo Diagram:

- Fill the 2s bonding orbital with 2 electrons (σ2s).

- Fill the 2s antibonding orbital with 0 electrons (σ2s).

- Fill the 2p bonding orbitals with 6 electrons (3 in π2p and 2 in σ2p).

- No electrons in antibonding 2p orbitals (π2p).

5. Bond Order Calculation:

- Bonding electrons (σ2s + π2p) = 2 + 6 = 8.

- Antibonding electrons (σ2s) = 0.

- Bond Order = (8 - 0) / 2 = 4.

Problem 2: Construct the Mo Diagram for O₂

1. Molecular Formula: O₂

2. Valence Electrons: Each oxygen atom has 6 valence electrons. Therefore, \( 6 \times 2 = 12 \)

valence electrons.

3. Atomic Orbitals: The relevant atomic orbitals are the 2s and 2p orbitals.

4. Mo Diagram:

- Fill the 2s bonding orbital with 2 electrons (σ2s).

- Fill the 2s antibonding orbital with 2 electrons (σ2s).

- Fill the 2p bonding orbitals with 6 electrons (2 in σ2p and 4 in π2p).

- Fill the antibonding 2p orbitals with 2 electrons (in π2p).

5. Bond Order Calculation:

- Bonding electrons = 2 (σ2s) + 2 (σ2p) + 4 (π2p) = 8.



- Antibonding electrons = 2 (π2p) = 2.

- Bond Order = (8 - 2) / 2 = 3.

Problem 3: Construct the Mo Diagram for F₂

1. Molecular Formula: F₂

2. Valence Electrons: Each fluorine atom has 7 valence electrons. Therefore, \( 7 \times 2 = 14 \)

valence electrons.

3. Atomic Orbitals: The relevant atomic orbitals are the 2s and 2p orbitals.

4. Mo Diagram:

- Fill the 2s bonding orbital with 2 electrons (σ2s).

- Fill the 2s antibonding orbital with 2 electrons (σ2s).

- Fill the 2p bonding orbitals with 8 electrons (2 in σ2p and 6 in π2p).

- Fill the antibonding 2p orbitals with 2 electrons (in π2p).

5. Bond Order Calculation:

- Bonding electrons = 2 (σ2s) + 2 (σ2p) + 6 (π2p) = 10.

- Antibonding electrons = 2 (π2p) = 2.

- Bond Order = (10 - 2) / 2 = 4.

Tips for Solving Mo Diagram Practice Problems

To excel in solving Mo diagram practice problems, consider the following tips:

Practice Regularly: The more you engage with Mo diagrams, the more proficient you will

become. Regular practice solidifies your understanding.

Collaborate with Peers: Discussing problems with classmates can provide new insights and

enhance your learning experience.



Use Visual Aids: Drawing diagrams helps in visualizing the molecular orbitals and their

arrangements. Use colored pens or digital tools for clarity.

Review Atomic Orbitals: Ensure you have a good grasp of atomic orbitals and their shapes, as

this knowledge is crucial for constructing Mo diagrams.

Check Your Work: After completing a practice problem, review your calculations and bonding

order to ensure accuracy.

Conclusion

Mo diagram practice problems provide a practical way to apply your knowledge of molecular orbital

theory and enhance your understanding of chemical bonding. By constructing Mo diagrams for various

molecules and solving practice problems, you can develop a deeper comprehension of how molecular

orbitals influence the properties and behaviors of compounds. With regular practice and the tips

outlined in this article, you will be well on your way to mastering molecular orbital theory and excelling

in your chemistry studies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a MO diagram and why is it important in chemistry?

A MO (Molecular Orbital) diagram is a graphical representation of the molecular orbitals in a molecule,

showing the energy levels and electron occupancy. It is important because it helps predict the bonding

characteristics, magnetic properties, and stability of molecules.



How do I determine the number of molecular orbitals in a diatomic

molecule?

The number of molecular orbitals in a diatomic molecule is equal to the sum of the atomic orbitals from

the two atoms. For example, if each atom contributes one s orbital and three p orbitals, the molecule

will have a total of 4 molecular orbitals.

What are the key steps to follow when solving MO diagram practice

problems?

The key steps include: 1) Determine the total number of valence electrons, 2) Draw the MO diagram

with appropriate energy levels, 3) Fill the molecular orbitals according to the Aufbau principle, Pauli

exclusion principle, and Hund's rule, 4) Analyze the electron configuration for bonding and antibonding

interactions.

How can I identify whether a molecule is paramagnetic or diamagnetic

using its MO diagram?

A molecule is paramagnetic if it has unpaired electrons in its molecular orbitals, while it is diamagnetic

if all electrons are paired. By examining the filled molecular orbitals in the MO diagram, you can easily

determine the presence of unpaired electrons.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when practicing MO

diagrams?

Common mistakes include miscounting valence electrons, incorrectly filling the molecular orbitals,

neglecting the energy difference between bonding and antibonding orbitals, and failing to follow the

rules for electron pairing.

Where can I find additional resources for MO diagram practice



problems?

Additional resources for MO diagram practice problems can be found in chemistry textbooks, online

educational platforms like Khan Academy and Coursera, as well as dedicated chemistry websites and

forums such as Chemguide and Stack Exchange.
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