
Microsoft Sql Server 2012 Step By Step

Microsoft SQL Server 2012 is a robust relational database management system developed
by Microsoft. It offers a wide range of features designed to support enterprise-level data
management, business intelligence, and analytics. This article will guide you step by step
through the essential aspects of SQL Server 2012, including installation, configuration,
basic operations, and best practices.

1. Introduction to SQL Server 2012

SQL Server 2012 introduced numerous enhancements over previous versions, making it a
powerful tool for developers and database administrators. Its key features include:

- AlwaysOn Availability Groups: Enhances database availability and disaster recovery.
- SQL Server Data Tools: Includes integrated development environment (IDE) for database
development.



- Columnstore Indexes: Provides significant performance improvements for data
warehousing and analytics.
- Enhanced Reporting Services: Offers improved report generation and management
capabilities.

2. System Requirements

Before installing Microsoft SQL Server 2012, it’s essential to ensure your system meets the
minimum requirements. Below are the basic system requirements:

2.1 Hardware Requirements

- Processor: Minimum of 1.0 GHz; for optimal performance, a multi-core processor is
recommended.
- Memory:
- Minimum: 1 GB for the Express edition.
- Recommended: 4 GB or more for Developer and Standard editions.
- Disk Space:
- Minimum: 6 GB of available disk space.
- Recommended: More than 10 GB to accommodate data and logs.

2.2 Software Requirements

- Operating System: Windows 7 SP1, Windows Server 2008 R2 SP1, or later versions.
- .NET Framework: Version 3.5 SP1 or later.

3. Installing SQL Server 2012

The installation of Microsoft SQL Server 2012 can be completed in several steps. Here’s a
step-by-step guide:

3.1 Download and Prepare for Installation

1. Obtain the Installation Media: Download SQL Server 2012 from the Microsoft website or
insert the installation DVD.
2. Extract Files: If downloaded, extract the files to a preferred location on your computer.

3.2 Launch the Installation Wizard



1. Navigate to the setup.exe file in the installation directory.
2. Right-click and select "Run as administrator" to start the SQL Server Installation Center.

3.3 Choose the Installation Type

1. In the SQL Server Installation Center, select “New SQL Server stand-alone installation or
add features to an existing installation.”
2. Accept the license terms and click “Next.”

3.4 Feature Selection

1. Select the features you want to install (e.g., Database Engine Services, SQL Server
Replication, Full-Text and Semantic Extractions for Search).
2. Click “Next” to proceed.

3.5 Instance Configuration

1. Choose between a default instance and a named instance. The default instance is
recommended for most users.
2. Click “Next.”

3.6 Server Configuration

1. Specify the SQL Server services account and collation configuration.
2. Click “Next.”

3.7 Database Engine Configuration

1. Choose the authentication mode (Windows Authentication or Mixed Mode).
2. Add SQL Server administrators by clicking on the “Add Current User” button.
3. Click “Next.”

3.8 Complete the Installation

1. Review the installation choices and click “Install” to complete the process.
2. After a successful installation, click “Close.”



4. Configuring SQL Server 2012

After installation, you may need to perform some configurations to optimize SQL Server
2012.

4.1 Set up SQL Server Management Studio (SSMS)

SQL Server Management Studio (SSMS) is a powerful tool for managing SQL Server
instances. To set it up:

1. Launch SSMS from the Start menu.
2. Connect to your SQL Server instance using appropriate authentication credentials.

4.2 Configure Server Properties

1. Right-click the server name in the Object Explorer and select “Properties.”
2. Adjust settings such as memory allocation, server connections, and database settings.

4.3 Configure Firewall Settings

Ensure the firewall allows SQL Server to accept connections:

1. Open Windows Firewall and select “Advanced settings.”
2. Create inbound rules for SQL Server (default port is 1433) and SQL Server Browser (UDP
port 1434).

5. Creating and Managing Databases

Creating and managing databases is one of the core functions of SQL Server. Here’s how to
do it:

5.1 Creating a New Database

1. In SSMS, right-click on the “Databases” node and select “New Database.”
2. Enter the database name and configure options such as file paths and sizes.
3. Click “OK” to create the database.



5.2 Managing Database Properties

1. Right-click on the database name and select “Properties.”
2. Adjust settings such as options for recovery models, permissions, and file growth.

5.3 Backing Up a Database

Backing up your database is crucial for data recovery:

1. Right-click on the database and select “Tasks” > “Back Up.”
2. Choose the backup type (Full, Differential, or Transaction Log) and specify the
destination.
3. Click “OK” to perform the backup.

5.4 Restoring a Database

To restore a database, you can follow these steps:

1. Right-click on the “Databases” node and select “Restore Database.”
2. Choose the source of the backup and specify the destination database.
3. Click “OK” to restore.

6. Writing SQL Queries

SQL Server 2012 supports Transact-SQL (T-SQL), an extension of SQL. Here’s how to write
basic queries:

6.1 Selecting Data

To select data from a table:

```sql
SELECT FROM TableName;
```

6.2 Inserting Data

To insert a new record:

```sql



INSERT INTO TableName (Column1, Column2) VALUES (Value1, Value2);
```

6.3 Updating Data

To update existing records:

```sql
UPDATE TableName SET Column1 = Value1 WHERE Condition;
```

6.4 Deleting Data

To delete records:

```sql
DELETE FROM TableName WHERE Condition;
```

7. Best Practices for SQL Server 2012

To ensure optimal performance and security, consider the following best practices:

- Regular Backups: Implement a backup strategy to safeguard your data.
- Performance Monitoring: Utilize tools like SQL Server Profiler and Performance Monitor to
track performance.
- Security Measures: Use strong passwords, limit user access, and regularly update the
system.
- Regular Maintenance: Perform routine maintenance tasks such as database integrity
checks, index rebuilding, and statistics updates.

8. Conclusion

Microsoft SQL Server 2012 is an essential database management system with a wealth of
features designed for modern data needs. By following the steps outlined in this
article—from installation to creating and managing databases—you can effectively leverage
SQL Server 2012 for your data management tasks. Whether you are a seasoned database
administrator or a beginner, understanding these fundamentals will help you utilize SQL
Server 2012’s capabilities to their fullest potential.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the system requirements for installing
Microsoft SQL Server 2012?
The system requirements for SQL Server 2012 include a compatible operating system
(Windows Server 2008, Windows 7, or later), at least 1 GHz processor, 1 GB of RAM (for the
Express edition), and a minimum of 6 GB of available hard disk space.

How do I install Microsoft SQL Server 2012 step by
step?
To install SQL Server 2012, download the installer, run it, and choose the 'New SQL Server
stand-alone installation' option. Follow the prompts to accept the license terms, select
features to install, configure server settings, and complete the installation.

What is SQL Server Management Studio (SSMS) and
how do I use it?
SQL Server Management Studio (SSMS) is a graphical interface for managing SQL Server
databases. After installation, you can open SSMS, connect to your SQL Server instance, and
use it to create databases, run queries, and manage security.

How can I create a new database in SQL Server 2012?
To create a new database in SQL Server 2012, open SSMS, connect to your instance, right-
click on 'Databases', select 'New Database...', enter the database name, configure options
as needed, and click 'OK' to create it.

What are the differences between SQL Server 2012
editions?
SQL Server 2012 comes in several editions: Express (free with limited features), Standard
(full features for small to medium-sized businesses), and Enterprise (includes advanced
features for large organizations). The main differences include scalability, performance, and
high-availability features.

How do I backup and restore a database in SQL Server
2012?
To backup a database, right-click on the database in SSMS, select 'Tasks', then 'Back Up...'.
Choose the backup type and destination, then click 'OK'. To restore, right-click on
'Databases', select 'Restore Database...', choose the backup file, and follow the prompts.

What is a SQL Server Agent and how do I configure
jobs?
SQL Server Agent is a component of SQL Server that allows you to automate tasks. To



configure jobs, open SSMS, expand the SQL Server Agent node, right-click 'Jobs', select
'New Job...', and follow the prompts to define the job steps, schedule, and alerts.

How can I optimize performance in SQL Server 2012?
To optimize performance, consider indexing tables, updating statistics, normalizing
databases, monitoring queries with SQL Server Profiler, and reviewing execution plans to
identify bottlenecks.

What new features were introduced in SQL Server
2012?
SQL Server 2012 introduced several new features including AlwaysOn Availability Groups, a
new tabular model for Analysis Services, improved SQL Server Management Studio, and
enhanced support for cloud integration.
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