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Summary and Review

Mistborn Secret History is a novella written by Brandon Sanderson, set in the expansive universe of
his Mistborn series. This work serves as a companion piece to the main trilogy, providing valuable
insights and context to the events and characters fans have come to love. In this article, we will delve
into the plot, characters, themes, and the significance of "Mistborn: Secret History," offering readers a

comprehensive understanding of this foundational text.

Overview of Mistborn Universe

The Mistborn series is set in a unique fantasy world known as Scadrial, characterized by its complex
magic systems and rich lore. The first trilogy follows the story of Vin, a street urchin with innate
magical abilities, as she joins a group of rebels seeking to overthrow a tyrannical ruler known as the

Lord Ruler. The narrative weaves themes of power, betrayal, and hope throughout its pages.

Mistborn: Secret History acts as a bridge between the original trilogy and the subsequent series,

providing context that enriches the reader's understanding of the Mistborn universe.



Plot Summary

Mistborn: Secret History takes place primarily during the events of the original Mistborn trilogy, offering
a behind-the-scenes perspective from the viewpoint of a significant yet often overlooked character:

Kelsier.

Setting the Stage

The novella begins shortly after Kelsier's death in the first book, "Mistborn: The Final Empire." Kelsier,
known as the Survivor, finds himself in the Cognitive Realm, a plane of existence that reflects the
thoughts and beliefs of the inhabitants of Scadrial. As a disembodied spirit, Kelsier grapples with the

consequences of his death and the impact it has on his allies and the rebellion against the Lord Ruler.

Key Events and Revelations

As Kelsier navigates the Cognitive Realm, he encounters various spirits and beings, including the

enigmatic figure of the Shards. The novella reveals several important events and insights:

1. Kelsier’s Journey: Kelsier learns to manipulate the Cognitive Realm, allowing him to interact with the
world in new ways. His determination to influence the physical world and aid his friends drives him

forward.

2. Understanding the Shards: The novella exposes readers to the concept of Shards, powerful entities
that embody specific aspects of creation and destruction. Kelsier learns that the Shards and their

influence are key players in the fate of Scadrial.

3. Connection to Other Characters: Kelsier’s presence in the Cognitive Realm provides insights into

the motivations and struggles of other characters, such as Vin, Elend, and Sazed. Readers witness



how Kelsier’s actions, even in death, impact the living.

4. The Nature of the Afterlife: The novella explores the nature of existence beyond death in
Sanderson's universe, particularly the Cognitive Realm and the interplay between different realms of

reality.

5. Kelsier’s Determination: Kelsier's fierce desire to protect his friends and ensure the success of their
mission showcases his character growth. He evolves from a reckless rebel to a guiding force for the

next generation.

Character Analysis

Mistborn: Secret History features several key characters, each contributing to the overarching narrative

in meaningful ways.

Kelsier

Kelsier is the protagonist of this novella, and his character arc is central to the story. Initially portrayed
as a charismatic and daring leader, Kelsier's journey through the Cognitive Realm reveals deeper

layers of his personality:

- Survivor's Guilt: Kelsier grapples with the guilt of leaving his friends behind and the responsibility he
feels for their safety.

- Redemption: His desire to redeem himself and protect those he loves drives his actions throughout
the novella.

- Mentorship: Kelsier's role as a mentor to Vin and others becomes apparent, highlighting his influence

even after death.



Other Characters

- Vin: The protagonist of the original trilogy, Vin's struggles and growth are mirrored in Kelsier's

journey. Her determination and evolution are pivotal to the rebellion's success.

- Sazed: The Terrisman scholar and friend of Kelsier, Sazed's philosophical approach to life and belief

systems is further explored, emphasizing the importance of knowledge and understanding.

- Elend Venture: As Vin's love interest and a leader in the rebellion, Elend's character development is

interconnected with Kelsier’s legacy and the decisions he makes in the Living Realm.

Themes and Motifs

Mistborn: Secret History delves into several themes that resonate throughout the Mistborn series.

Death and Legacy

The novella examines the concept of death not as an end but as a transformative experience that can
lead to new beginnings. Kelsier's journey illustrates how one's actions and beliefs can leave a lasting

impact on those left behind.

Power and Responsibility

Kelsier's struggle with power dynamics highlights the responsibilities that come with leadership. The
novella emphasizes that true strength lies not only in physical prowess but in the ability to inspire and

guide others.



Friendship and Sacrifice

The bonds between characters are a recurring motif throughout the Mistborn series. Kelsier's desire to
protect his friends and ensure their success underscores the importance of loyalty and sacrifice in the

face of adversity.

Significance in the Mistborn Series

Mistborn: Secret History serves several critical purposes within the larger context of the Mistborn

series.

Enriching the Narrative

By providing a deeper understanding of Kelsier's character and the events surrounding his death, the
novella enriches the narrative of the original trilogy. Readers gain insight into the motivations of key

players and the consequences of their actions.

Expanding the Universe

The novella expands the lore of the Mistborn universe, introducing concepts such as the Cognitive
Realm and the Shards. This expansion sets the stage for future stories and deepens the complexity of

Sanderson's world.

Connecting Series



Mistborn: Secret History acts as a bridge between the original trilogy and the subsequent series,

offering readers a seamless transition into the broader narrative of Scadrial and its inhabitants.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Mistborn: Secret History is a vital addition to the Mistborn series, providing readers with
an enriched understanding of the characters, themes, and events that shape the narrative. Through
Kelsier's journey in the Cognitive Realm, readers can appreciate the complexities of life, death, and
legacy within Sanderson's remarkable universe. This novella not only deepens the lore but also
solidifies the emotional stakes of the original trilogy, making it a must-read for fans of the series. By
exploring the interplay between characters and the consequences of their actions, Sanderson invites
readers to reflect on the nature of heroism, sacrifice, and the enduring impact of those we leave

behind.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Mistborn: Secret History' about?

'Mistborn: Secret History' is a novella set in the Mistborn universe that explores the events occurring
behind the scenes during the original Mistborn trilogy, particularly from the perspective of Kelsier, who

becomes a key figure in the spiritual realm.

Who is the main character in 'Mistborn: Secret History'?

The main character is Kelsier, a pivotal figure in the original Mistborn trilogy, who navigates the

afterlife and seeks to influence events on the physical plane.

How does 'Secret History' connect to the original Mistborn trilogy?

'Secret History' provides deeper insights into the events of the original trilogy, revealing Kelsier's



actions and motivations after his death and how he interacts with other key characters and the world

around him.

What themes are explored in 'Mistborn: Secret History'?

The novella explores themes of sacrifice, redemption, the nature of power, and the consequences of

one's actions, particularly in the context of Kelsier's journey and the broader Mistborn lore.

Are there any significant new characters introduced in 'Secret
History'?

Yes, 'Secret History' introduces several new characters that help expand the lore of the Mistborn

universe, including figures from the Cosmere, which ties into Brandon Sanderson’s other works.

What narrative style is used in 'Mistborn: Secret History'?

'Mistborn: Secret History' is written in a third-person perspective, focusing on Kelsier's thoughts and

interactions, allowing readers to experience the events from his unique viewpoint.

Is 'Mistborn: Secret History' essential for understanding the Mistborn
series?

'Secret History' is not essential, but it greatly enhances the reader's understanding of Kelsier's

character and the overarching plot of the Mistborn series, revealing important context and connections.

What role does the spiritual realm play in 'Mistborn: Secret History'?

The spiritual realm is a central setting in 'Secret History', where Kelsier navigates the aftermath of his
death, encounters other souls, and grapples with his purpose and legacy in the fight against

oppression.
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Mistborn is a series of epic fantasy novels by the American author Brandon Sanderson and published
by Tor Books. The first trilogy, published between 2006 and 2008, consists of The ...

The Mistborn Saga by Brandon Sanderson - Goodreads
Book 4-7 Mistborn: The Wax & Wayne Series: Alloy of Law, Shadows of Self, Bands of Mourning, The
Lost Metal by Brandon Sanderson 4.68 - 660 Ratings - 15 Reviews - 5 editions

Mistborn Wiki | Fandom
The main character in Mistborn is Vin, a 16-year-old thief on the streets of Luthadel, the capital city
of the Final Empire. The story follows her life as she comes into her own as one of the ...

THE MISTBORN® SAGA - THE ORIGINAIL TRILOGY - Brandon ...
Mistborn is the name of Brandon’s epic fantasy trilogy. The first book is technically Mistborn: The
Final Empire, though people just tend to call it Mistborn or Mistborn 1. The entire trilogy ...

Mistborn (series) - The Coppermind - 17th Shard
Jul 14, 2025 - Mistborn is a fantasy series by Brandon Sanderson. It is a major part of the cosmere
sequence and is set mostly on the planet Scadrial. It is most well known as the trilogy ...

How to Read Mistborn Series in Order (2025 Beginner's Guide)
Jan 14, 2025 - Mistborn series is one of the best fantasy series you can read if you are starting your
book-reading journey; even if you are a bibliophile, it’s a book series you shouldn’t miss. ...

Mistborn Movie: Brandon Sanderson Updates Fans On First ...
Jan 1, 2025 - Mistborn is one of the most beloved names in modern fantasy, so a film adaptation feels
like a no-brainer. Sanderson just has to find the right studio to back his vision and make it ...

Mistborn - Book Series In Order
Mistborn is a series of fantasy novels written by Brandon Sanderson, known for completing Robert
Jordans Wheel of Time following Jordans death. Sanderson has since initiated and completed ...

Mistborn (2006-Present) | Brandon Sanderson Wiki | Fandom
Mistborn is a series of epic fantasy novels written by American author Brandon Sanderson and
published by Tor Books. The first series, published between 2006 and 2008, consists of The ...

How to read The Mistborn Saga books in order
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The main character in Mistborn is Vin, a 16-year-old thief on the streets of Luthadel, the capital city
of the Final Empire. The story follows her life as she comes into her own as one of the Mistborn,
people who can use ingested metal particles to enhance their abilities, both mental and ...

THE MISTBORN® SAGA - THE ORIGINAL TRILOGY - Brandon ...

Mistborn is the name of Brandon’s epic fantasy trilogy. The first book is technically Mistborn: The
Final Empire, though people just tend to call it Mistborn or Mistborn 1. The entire trilogy consists of
The Final Empire (2006), The Well of Ascension (2007), and The Hero of Ages (2008).
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Jul 14, 2025 - Mistborn is a fantasy series by Brandon Sanderson. It is a major part of the cosmere
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Mistborn Movie: Brandon Sanderson Updates Fans On First ...

Jan 1, 2025 - Mistborn is one of the most beloved names in modern fantasy, so a film adaptation feels
like a no-brainer. Sanderson just has to find the right studio to back his vision and make it happen.
The Mistborn trilogy of books is available in bookstores now.

Mistborn - Book Series In Order

Mistborn is a series of fantasy novels written by Brandon Sanderson, known for completing Robert
Jordans Wheel of Time following Jordans death. Sanderson has since initiated and completed many
additional projects, but Mistborn is one of his most popular series’ to date.

Mistborn (2006-Present) | Brandon Sanderson Wiki | Fandom

Mistborn is a series of epic fantasy novels written by American author Brandon Sanderson and
published by Tor Books. The first series, published between 2006 and 2008, consists of The Final
Empire, The Well of Ascension, and The Hero of Ages.

How to read The Mistborn Saga books in order

Mar 7, 2025 - It’s necessary to read the books in The Mistborn Saga series in chronological order, as
this reflects the progression of the characters’ experiences and the evolving challenges ...
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