
Minnesota Vikings Coaching History

Minnesota Vikings coaching history is a narrative filled with triumphs, challenges, and evolutions that
reflect the changing dynamics of the NFL. Since their inception in 1960, the Minnesota Vikings have
experienced a rollercoaster of coaching tenures, each contributing uniquely to the team’s identity. This
article will delve into the key figures in the Vikings' coaching history, the evolution of their coaching
philosophy, and the challenges faced over the decades.

Foundational Years: The Early Coaches

The Minnesota Vikings were established in 1960 and joined the NFL in 1961. The team's first head coach
was Norm Van Brocklin, who led the Vikings from 1961 to 1966. Van Brocklin, a former NFL
quarterback, set the tone for the franchise with his tough-minded approach and emphasis on physical play.

Norm Van Brocklin (1961-1966)

During his tenure, Van Brocklin compiled a 29-51 record. Although the team struggled initially, his
leadership laid the groundwork for future successes. He was known for his no-nonsense attitude and a
commitment to building a competitive team.



Bud Grant (1967-1983, 1985)

The most significant figure in the early history of the Vikings is undoubtedly Bud Grant. He took over in
1967 and led the team to four Super Bowl appearances during his first stint, although they were unable to
secure a championship. Grant's coaching style was characterized by discipline and a focus on conditioning,
which helped define the Vikings’ identity as a tough, resilient team.

- Key Achievements:
- 1969 NFC Championship
- 1970, 1973, 1974, and 1976 Super Bowl appearances
- Inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1994

After a brief hiatus, Grant returned to coach the Vikings for one more season in 1985, further solidifying
his legacy as one of the franchise's most influential figures.

The 1980s and 1990s: A New Era of Coaching

Following Grant’s departure, the Vikings experienced a series of coaching changes that reflected the
evolving landscape of the NFL.

Les Steckel (1984)

Les Steckel had a short-lived tenure as head coach, lasting only one season. His difficult style and focus on
discipline did not resonate with the players, leading to a disappointing 3-13 record.

Jerry Burns (1986-1991)

After Steckel, Jerry Burns took the helm and brought a more offensive-minded approach to the Vikings.
Under his leadership, the team reached the playoffs multiple times and saw success with a potent offense,
including the iconic “Purple People Eaters” defense.

- Key Achievements:
- 1987 NFC Championship game
- Developed notable players like quarterback Wade Wilson and running back Darren Nelson

Burns' tenure ended in 1991, and the Vikings began a new search for stability.



Denney Green (1992-2001)

The hiring of Denny Green marked a turning point for the Vikings. Green's innovative offensive
strategies and strong player relationships led the team to new heights.

- Key Achievements:
- 1998 NFC Championship
- 15-1 season, one of the best in NFL history
- Introduced a high-powered offense that paved the way for future successes

However, despite the regular-season success, the Vikings struggled to convert it into postseason victories,
leading to Green's dismissal in 2001.

Early 2000s to 2010: The Search for Success

The Vikings faced another transitional period as they sought new leadership to guide the team back to
prominence.

Mike Tice (2002-2005)

Mike Tice, who was initially appointed as the offensive coordinator, became head coach in 2002. His tenure
was marked by inconsistency, though he did lead the team to a playoff berth in 2004.

Brad Childress (2006-2010)

Brad Childress took over in 2006 and focused on revitalizing the team's offense. His collaboration with
quarterback Brett Favre in 2009 led the team to the NFC Championship Game, but they fell short against
the New Orleans Saints.

- Key Achievements:
- 2009 NFC Championship appearance
- Revitalized the team's offense with key acquisitions

Despite the promise shown during his tenure, Childress was ultimately let go after the 2010 season.



Recent History: A New Era

The Vikings continued to search for stability and success in the 2010s, introducing several new coaching
philosophies.

Leslie Frazier (2010-2013)

Leslie Frazier, who had previously served as the team's defensive coordinator, was promoted to head coach.
He focused on building a strong defense, and under his leadership, the team made the playoffs in 2012.

Mike Zimmer (2014-2021)

Mike Zimmer brought a strong defensive pedigree to the Vikings. He emphasized a physical style of play
and quickly transformed the Vikings into one of the league's top defensive units.

- Key Achievements:
- 2015 NFC North Division Championship
- 2017 NFC Championship Game appearance
- Developed standout defensive players like Harrison Smith and Danielle Hunter

Despite the team's defensive prowess, Zimmer's tenure ended without a Super Bowl victory, leading to his
departure after the 2021 season.

Kevin O'Connell (2022-Present)

In 2022, Kevin O'Connell was appointed as the head coach. O'Connell, a former quarterback and offensive
coordinator for the Los Angeles Rams, aims to bring a modern approach to the Vikings, focusing on a high-
paced offense and player development.

- Key Goals:
- Build a versatile offensive strategy
- Foster a positive team culture
- Lead the Vikings back to Super Bowl contention



The Impact of Coaching on the Vikings' Legacy

Throughout their history, the Minnesota Vikings' coaching decisions have played a crucial role in shaping
the team's identity and success. Each coach has left an indelible mark on the franchise, influencing player
development, game strategies, and overall team culture.

Challenges and Triumphs

The Vikings have faced numerous challenges in their pursuit of a Super Bowl title. Coaching changes,
player injuries, and the ever-competitive nature of the NFL have tested the resilience of the franchise.
However, the team's rich coaching history also boasts notable triumphs that have solidified its legacy.

Conclusion

The Minnesota Vikings coaching history is a testament to the team's evolution and resilience. From the
foundational years under Norm Van Brocklin and Bud Grant to the modern era with Kevin O'Connell,
each coach has contributed to the Vikings' narrative. As the franchise continues to pursue its first Super
Bowl championship, the lessons learned from past coaching tenures will undoubtedly influence its future
direction. The commitment to finding the right leadership and fostering a winning culture remains a
crucial aspect of the Minnesota Vikings' ongoing journey in the NFL.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach of the Minnesota Vikings?
The first head coach of the Minnesota Vikings was Norm Van Brocklin, who led the team from 1961 to
1966.

Which Minnesota Vikings coach is known for leading the team to four
Super Bowl appearances?
Bud Grant is known for leading the Minnesota Vikings to four Super Bowl appearances during his tenure
from 1967 to 1983 and then again in 1985.

What significant coaching change occurred for the Vikings before the



2022 season?
Before the 2022 season, the Minnesota Vikings hired Kevin O'Connell as their head coach, who previously
served as the offensive coordinator for the Los Angeles Rams.

Who was the first female coach in Minnesota Vikings history?
The first female coach in Minnesota Vikings history is Kathryn Smith, who was hired as a quality control
coach in 2016.

Which Vikings head coach had the longest tenure?
Bud Grant had the longest tenure as head coach, serving for 18 seasons across two stints with the team.

What impact did Mike Zimmer have on the Minnesota Vikings during
his coaching period?
Mike Zimmer, who coached the Vikings from 2014 to 2021, significantly improved the team's defense and
led them to multiple playoff appearances.

Who was the Minnesota Vikings head coach during their last Super Bowl
appearance?
The Minnesota Vikings last appeared in the Super Bowl during the 1976 season, and the head coach at that
time was Bud Grant.
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