Michigan Physical Therapy Continuing
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Physical

CEU Requirements

Michigan physical therapy continuing education requirements are essential for maintaining licensure
and ensuring that physical therapists are up-to-date with the latest practices, techniques, and
advancements in the healthcare field. As the healthcare landscape evolves, so too do the expectations
for professionals to continue their education. This article will delve into the specifics of these
requirements in Michigan, including the number of hours needed, acceptable types of continuing
education courses, renewal processes, and other important considerations for physical therapists in the

state.

Understanding Continuing Education in Michigan

Continuing education (CE) is crucial for physical therapists (PTs) and physical therapist assistants



(PTAs) to stay proficient in their practice. The Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory
Affairs (LARA) governs the licensing of healthcare professionals, including physical therapists. As part
of this regulation, continuing education requirements ensure that practitioners remain knowledgeable

about the latest methods, technologies, and standards in physical therapy.

Who Needs Continuing Education?

In Michigan, both licensed physical therapists and physical therapist assistants are required to
complete continuing education as part of the licensure renewal process. This ensures that all practicing

professionals provide high-quality care to their patients.

Continuing Education Requirements

The specific continuing education requirements for physical therapists and physical therapist assistants

in Michigan are as follows:

For Physical Therapists

1. Total Hours Required: Physical therapists must complete 30 hours of continuing education every
two years.

2. Hours Related to Ethics: Of the total 30 hours, at least 1 hour must be dedicated to ethics or
professional conduct.

3. Types of Acceptable Courses: Courses can include:

- In-person seminars

- Online courses

- Workshops

- College courses



- Home study courses
4. Course Approval: While many courses are pre-approved, it is essential to ensure that the provider is

recognized by the Michigan Board of Physical Therapy.

For Physical Therapist Assistants

1. Total Hours Required: Physical therapist assistants must also complete 30 hours of continuing
education every two years.

2. Hours Related to Ethics: Similar to physical therapists, PTAs must also complete at least 1 hour
focused on ethics or professional conduct.

3. Types of Acceptable Courses: The same types of courses apply to PTAs as to PTs:

- In-person seminars

- Online courses

- Workshops

- College courses

- Home study courses

4. Course Approval: As with PTs, PTAs must ensure that the course provider is recognized by the

Michigan Board of Physical Therapy.

Renewal Process

Continuing education is an integral part of the licensure renewal process in Michigan. The renewal

process typically occurs every two years, coinciding with the completion of CE hours.

Steps to Renew Licensure

1. Complete Required CE Hours: Ensure that you have completed the necessary 30 hours of



continuing education, including the required ethics training.

2. Documentation: Maintain records of completed courses, including certificates of completion, to
provide proof if requested.

3. Renewal Application: Submit a renewal application to LARA. This can typically be done online.
4. Pay Fees: There is a fee associated with the renewal process, which must be paid at the time of

application submission.

Important Considerations

- Record Keeping: It is crucial to keep detailed records of all continuing education courses attended,
including dates, topics, and providers. LARA may conduct audits, and failure to provide documentation
could result in penalties.

- Course Expiration: Continuing education hours generally do not carry over to the next renewal period.
Therapists must complete new CE hours for each renewal cycle.

- Exceptions: Certain exemptions may apply, such as for active military service. It's essential to check

with LARA for specific guidelines if you believe you may qualify for an exemption.

Finding Continuing Education Opportunities

Physical therapists and physical therapist assistants in Michigan have a variety of options for finding

continuing education courses. Here are some resources to consider:

Online Resources

- Professional Organizations: Organizations such as the Michigan Physical Therapy Association
(MPTA) often provide listings of approved continuing education courses and workshops.

- Accredited Institutions: Many universities and colleges with physical therapy programs offer



continuing education courses, both online and in-person.
- National Organizations: Websites like the American Physical Therapy Association (APTA) also

provide resources for continuing education, including webinars and conferences.

Local Workshops and Seminars

- Networking: Local networking events and meetings can be excellent opportunities to learn about
upcoming workshops and seminars.
- Hospitals and Clinics: Many healthcare facilities offer internal training sessions that may qualify for

continuing education credit. Check with your employer to see if they offer any courses.

Benefits of Continuing Education

Continuing education is not merely a requirement but also offers numerous benefits for physical

therapists and physical therapist assistants:

1. Enhanced Knowledge: Staying current with the latest research, techniques, and technologies
enhances the overall quality of care provided to patients.

2. Professional Growth: Ongoing education allows therapists to develop new skills, which can lead to
career advancement opportunities.

3. Networking Opportunities: Attending courses and seminars provides opportunities to connect with
peers and industry leaders, fostering professional relationships and collaborations.

4. Increased Patient Trust: Patients are more likely to trust and feel comfortable with therapists who

are committed to their professional development.



Conclusion

In Michigan, the continuing education requirements for physical therapists and physical therapist
assistants are designed to ensure that practitioners maintain their skills and knowledge in a continually
evolving healthcare environment. By completing the necessary CE hours, including ethics training,
professionals can not only meet state regulations but also enhance their practice, improve patient care,
and advance their careers. Staying engaged with continuing education opportunities is vital for any

therapist committed to providing the highest quality of care.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the continuing education requirements for physical therapists
in Michigan?

In Michigan, physical therapists are required to complete 30 hours of continuing education every two
years to maintain their licensure.

Are there specific topics that must be covered in the continuing

education for Michigan physical therapists?

Yes, Michigan requires that at least 1 hour of the continuing education must focus on pain and
symptom management.
Can Michigan physical therapists use online courses to fulfill their

continuing education requirements?

Yes, online courses are accepted as long as they are from an accredited provider and meet the state's

continuing education criteria.



What is the deadline for completing continuing education for physical
therapists in Michigan?

The continuing education requirements must be completed by the renewal date of the physical

therapist's license, which is every two years.

Are there any exemptions from continuing education requirements for
physical therapists in Michigan?

Yes, physical therapists who are newly licensed within the renewal period are exempt from continuing
education for their first renewal cycle.

How can Michigan physical therapists find approved continuing

education courses?

Physical therapists can find approved courses through the Michigan Board of Physical Therapy's

website or by checking with recognized professional organizations.

What happens if a physical therapist in Michigan fails to meet

continuing education requirements?

If a physical therapist fails to meet the continuing education requirements, they may face penalties

such as fines, license suspension, or non-renewal of their license.
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Explore Michigan physical therapy continuing education requirements to stay compliant and
advance your career. Learn more about courses and certification today!
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