
Mobile Suit Gundam The Origin

Mobile Suit Gundam The Origin is a captivating anime series that delves deep into the rich lore of
the Gundam universe. Set against the backdrop of interstellar war, political intrigue, and personal
struggles, it serves as a prequel to the original Mobile Suit Gundam series. Created by Yoshiyuki
Tomino and produced by Sunrise, this series has not only revitalized interest in the franchise but has
also provided fans with a deeper understanding of its complex characters and narratives. This article
will explore the key elements of Mobile Suit Gundam The Origin, including its story, characters,
animation quality, and its impact on the Gundam franchise and anime as a whole.

Overview of Mobile Suit Gundam The Origin

Mobile Suit Gundam The Origin is a six-part OVA series that was released between 2015 and 2018. It



is based on the manga of the same name by Yoshikazu Yasuhiko, who was also the character
designer for the original series. The OVAs chronologically precede the events of the original Mobile
Suit Gundam and focus on the early days of the One Year War, specifically the rise of Char Aznable
and the political dynamics between the Earth Federation and the Principality of Zeon.

Plot Synopsis

The series is divided into six episodes, each offering a unique perspective on the events leading up to
the war:

1. Episode 1: The Origin - Introduces the main characters and sets the stage for the conflict between
the Earth Federation and Zeon.
2. Episode 2: Artesia's Sorrow - Focuses on the backstory of Sayla Mass (Artesia Som Deikun) and her
connection to Char Aznable.
3. Episode 3: The Ruins of the Capital - Explores the political tensions that lead to the declaration of
war.
4. Episode 4: Eve of Destiny - Delves into the motivations of major characters as they prepare for the
inevitable conflict.
5. Episode 5: Clash at Loum - Features the initial battles of the One Year War, showcasing the
technological advances in mobile suits.
6. Episode 6: Rise of the Red Comet - Concludes the series with a focus on Char's transformation into
the infamous Red Comet.

Key Characters

Mobile Suit Gundam The Origin features a diverse cast of characters, each contributing to the depth
of the story. Here are some of the most pivotal characters:

- Char Aznable: The enigmatic and charismatic leader of Zeon forces, known for his skills in battle and
complex motivations. His rivalry with Amuro Ray, the protagonist of the original series, is a central
theme.
- Sayla Mass (Artesia Som Deikun): Char's adopted sister, who grapples with her past and her loyalty
to the Earth Federation.
- Casval Rem Deikun: The true identity of Char Aznable, whose backstory is crucial to understanding
his motivations.
- Dozle Zabi: A prominent commander in Zeon's military, known for his fierce loyalty to his family and
the Zeon cause.
- Gihren Zabi: The ambitious leader of the Zabi family, whose ruthless tactics drive the war forward.

Art and Animation Quality

One of the standout features of Mobile Suit Gundam The Origin is its high-quality animation. The
series employs a modern animation style while paying homage to the original character designs. The
attention to detail in the mobile suits and the backgrounds enhances the viewing experience. Here
are some highlights:



- Character Design: Yasuhiko's character designs have been updated to reflect contemporary
animation techniques while maintaining their classic appeal.
- Mobile Suit Animation: The action sequences are fluid and dynamic, showcasing the capabilities of
the mobile suits in battle.
- Visual Effects: The use of color and lighting adds depth to the emotional scenes, enhancing the
storytelling.

Thematic Elements

Mobile Suit Gundam The Origin explores several themes that resonate with audiences:

- War and Its Consequences: The series does not shy away from the brutal realities of war, depicting
its impact on both soldiers and civilians.
- Identity and Transformation: Char's journey from Casval Rem Deikun to the infamous Red Comet
highlights themes of identity and the personal costs of ambition.
- Political Intrigue: The power struggles and manipulations among various factions reflect real-world
political dynamics, making the story relatable.

Impact on the Gundam Franchise

The release of Mobile Suit Gundam The Origin has had a significant impact on the Gundam franchise
as a whole. Here are some of its effects:

- Revitalization of Interest: The series has attracted both new fans and returning viewers, breathing
new life into the Gundam legacy.
- Expanded Lore: By providing a deeper backstory for iconic characters, it has enriched the Gundam
universe, making it more engaging for fans.
- Merchandising Opportunities: The popularity of the series has led to increased merchandise,
including model kits, figures, and art books, reflecting the commercial success of the franchise.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Mobile Suit Gundam The Origin is more than just a prequel; it is a masterful exploration
of the themes and characters that define the Gundam saga. With its stunning animation, rich
storytelling, and complex characters, it has solidified its place in the hearts of fans and has
contributed significantly to the enduring legacy of the Gundam franchise. Whether you are a long-
time fan or a newcomer, this series offers a compelling look into the origins of one of anime's most
beloved universes. As the Gundam franchise continues to evolve, Mobile Suit Gundam The Origin
serves as a reminder of the power of storytelling in anime and the timeless appeal of its characters.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of 'Mobile Suit Gundam: The Origin' in
the Gundam franchise?
'Mobile Suit Gundam: The Origin' serves as a prequel to the original Gundam series, providing deeper
insights into the characters, particularly Char Aznable and Sayla Mass, and the events leading up to
the One Year War, enriching the lore of the Gundam universe.

Who are the main characters introduced in 'Mobile Suit
Gundam: The Origin'?
The main characters include Char Aznable, Sayla Mass, and their father, Zeon Zum Deikun, as well as
key figures like Garma Zabi and the Zabi family, who play pivotal roles in the conflicts of the series.

How does 'The Origin' differ in animation style from the
original Mobile Suit Gundam series?
'The Origin' features high-quality animation with modern techniques and designs, providing a visually
stunning representation compared to the more simplistic animation of the original 1979 series,
appealing to both new viewers and longtime fans.

What themes are explored in 'Mobile Suit Gundam: The
Origin'?
'The Origin' explores themes such as war, identity, betrayal, and the impact of political ideologies,
showcasing the human side of its characters and the moral complexities of their choices.

Is 'Mobile Suit Gundam: The Origin' accessible to new viewers
unfamiliar with the franchise?
Yes, 'The Origin' can be enjoyed by new viewers as it provides a self-contained story that introduces
key elements of the Gundam universe, while also serving as a rich backstory for existing fans.
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