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The photograph known as "Migrant Mother," captured by Dorothea Lange in 1936, stands
as an iconic representation of the plight of displaced families during the Great Depression.
This powerful image not only reflects the despair and resilience of its subject, Florence
Owens Thompson, but also serves as a visual commentary on the socio-economic
conditions of the era. In this analysis, we will explore the context behind the photograph,
Lange's artistic approach, its implications for social change, and its enduring legacy in
American cultural history.



Context of the Photograph

The Great Depression and Its Impact

The Great Depression, which began in 1929, had devastating effects on the American
economy, leading to widespread unemployment, poverty, and migration. Many families,
particularly from rural areas, were forced to leave their homes in search of work. This
period saw a significant influx of migrants moving westward, especially to California, in
hopes of finding employment in the agricultural sector.

1. Economic Hardship: The agricultural collapse due to drought and the Dust Bowl
prompted many families to leave their farms. The combination of economic despair and
environmental disaster created a dire situation for many.
2. Social Displacement: As families migrated, they experienced not only financial
challenges but also social stigma and alienation in their new environments.

Dorothea Lange's Mission

Dorothea Lange was a photographer and photojournalist whose work aimed to document
the struggles of the poor and marginalized. Employed by the Farm Security Administration
(FSA), her mission was to create a visual record of the economic plight of Americans,
particularly those affected by the Great Depression.

- Humanizing Suffering: Lange believed in the power of photography to humanize the
subjects of her work, showcasing their dignity amidst suffering.
- Advocacy through Art: Her photographs were not merely documentary in nature; they
were intended to evoke empathy and provoke social change.

The Photograph itself

Composition and Techniques

Lange’s "Migrant Mother" features a close-up portrait of a woman surrounded by her
children, capturing a moment of vulnerability and strength. The composition and
photographic techniques she employed are crucial to understanding the image's emotional
impact.

1. Use of Light and Shadow: Lange skillfully manipulated natural light to create a dramatic
effect, highlighting the mother's face while casting her surroundings in shadow.
2. Facial Expression and Body Language: The mother's furrowed brow and distant gaze
convey a deep sense of concern and worry, while her protective posture around her
children emphasizes her role as a caregiver and protector.



3. Focus on the Subject: The tight framing draws the viewer's attention directly to the
mother's expression and the children's faces, creating an intimate connection between the
subject and the audience.

The Subject: Florence Owens Thompson

Florence Owens Thompson, the woman depicted in "Migrant Mother," was a real person
whose life story adds depth to the photograph. Born in 1903, she faced numerous hardships
throughout her life, including poverty and the loss of her husband.

- Resilience: Despite her struggles, Thompson's determination to provide for her children
reflects the broader experience of many mothers during the Great Depression.
- Legacy: Thompson's identity became symbolic of the migrant experience, illustrating both
the fragility and strength of women in desperate circumstances.

Impact and Reactions

Immediate Reception

Upon its release, "Migrant Mother" garnered significant attention and elicited strong
emotional responses. It was published in various magazines and newspapers, drawing
public awareness to the plight of migrant workers.

1. Public Engagement: The image sparked conversations about poverty and the
government’s role in assisting struggling families.
2. Governmental Response: The photograph prompted government officials to take action,
leading to increased funding for relief programs aimed at helping displaced families.

Cultural and Artistic Influence

The impact of "Migrant Mother" extends beyond its immediate context, influencing both the
art world and social movements.

- Artistic Legacy: Lange's work inspired future generations of photographers and artists who
sought to address social issues through their art.
- Symbol of the Era: The image has become synonymous with the Great Depression,
representing not just the struggles of the time but also the resilience of the human spirit.

Social Change and Advocacy



Role in the New Deal Era

The New Deal, a series of programs and policies implemented by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt in response to the Great Depression, aimed to provide relief to those affected by
economic hardship. Lange's photography played a significant role in shaping public
perception of these policies.

1. Visual Advocacy: Lange's images illustrated the urgent need for government
intervention, helping to mobilize support for New Deal initiatives.
2. Documentation of Reality: By capturing the stark realities faced by migrant families,
Lange provided a visual counter-narrative to the optimistic rhetoric often used by
politicians.

Legacy of Social Documentation

"Migrant Mother" has become a pivotal work in the genre of social documentary
photography. It highlights the power of visual storytelling in advocating for social justice
and change.

- Inspiration for Future Movements: The image continues to inspire contemporary social
movements focused on poverty, immigration, and human rights.
- Educational Tool: "Migrant Mother" is frequently used in educational contexts to discuss
the Great Depression, the role of photography in social change, and issues of
representation.

Conclusion

In analyzing "Migrant Mother," it becomes clear that Dorothea Lange's work transcends
mere documentation; it is a poignant exploration of human suffering, resilience, and the
quest for dignity amidst adversity. The photograph not only encapsulates the experiences
of a specific individual during the Great Depression but also serves as a timeless reminder
of the struggles faced by marginalized communities. Through her artistry, Lange has left an
indelible mark on both the field of photography and the broader discourse surrounding
social justice, making "Migrant Mother" an enduring symbol of hope and humanity in the
face of hardship. The legacy of Lange’s work continues to resonate today, reminding us of
the importance of empathy and advocacy in addressing the challenges faced by vulnerable
populations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical context of Dorothea Lange's



'Migrant Mother'?
Dorothea Lange's 'Migrant Mother' was taken in 1936 during the Great Depression,
capturing the plight of impoverished migrant workers in California, particularly those
affected by the Dust Bowl.

What techniques did Lange use to convey emotion in
'Migrant Mother'?
Lange employed close-up framing, natural light, and a candid composition to highlight the
subject's expressions of distress and resilience, evoking empathy from viewers.

How did 'Migrant Mother' impact public perception of
the Great Depression?
The photograph became an iconic symbol of the struggles faced by migrant families, raising
awareness and prompting government action for relief efforts during the Great Depression.

What are some themes represented in 'Migrant
Mother'?
Themes of poverty, motherhood, resilience, and the human condition are prevalent in
'Migrant Mother', illustrating the strength of familial bonds amidst adversity.

What legacy did 'Migrant Mother' leave on documentary
photography?
Lange's work set a precedent for documentary photography, emphasizing social realism
and the importance of capturing human stories in the face of social issues.

How has 'Migrant Mother' been interpreted in
contemporary discussions about migration?
Contemporary discussions often reinterpret 'Migrant Mother' in the context of current
migration crises, highlighting ongoing struggles for dignity and survival among displaced
populations.
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如何制作披萨的面饼？ - 知乎
请问如何做好披萨的面皮做披萨其实很简单，按照下面的步骤做就可以。 一块标准的披萨首先是顶料诱人，饼边酥脆，内部松软，吃口有嚼劲。 下面我就公开一个pizza hut的披萨配方跟
大家分享 使用配比： 1. 高筋粉500g 2. 低筋粉500g 3. 发酵料包44g 4. 色拉油15-20g 5. 温水540-560g 操作 …

必胜客哪种pizza好吃？ - 知乎
Feb 21, 2019 · 必胜客最经典的一款:超级至尊比萨（有些比萨可能上架一段时间，就下架了，这款一直都有。） 最有特点的:榴莲多多披萨（榴莲披萨分为两种，一种是泰国铁枕头
榴莲肉做的，一种是马来西亚猫山王榴莲肉，相比前者，个人觉得后者味道更好，但价格也会一些） 最符合中国人口味的:潮鸭披萨 ...
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Jan 25, 2015 · 蓝蛙和披萨马上诺差别挺大的，感觉蓝蛙更适合拿来和 蓝枪鱼 比较。 蓝蛙：认识的人的认知是 西餐厅 或者 酒吧 Pizza Express：就是单纯的餐厅，还
被pizza限制住了。 两家均到过10家左右的分店，蓝蛙上过墙。



披萨制作成本低，为什么一个12寸的pizza要卖到72元！而且还有很 …
披萨制作成本低，为什么一个12寸的pizza要卖到72元！ 而且还有很多人买？ 最近同事请吃披萨，发现价格我无法接受，想知道贵的原因。

一片比萨中含有多少卡路里？ - 知乎
好吧一张9寸pizza约2400千卡，1/6就算400千卡，提供热量约1674千焦，约占60kg成年人每日所需能量的20%。 想减重别碰这个，对体重没有要求可以放开吃。

披萨上都可以放什么？ - 知乎
图是 pizza pizza 店里的意大利辣肠口味pizza 2. 夏威夷口味 同样刷上番茄酱撒上芝士，然后这次放上菠萝块，培根肉和碎肉，非常好吃 这个是我拍的pizza pizza店的，
芝士刚刚融化所以拿起来还可以拉出丝，口感特别好，比烤焦的要好吃多了 3. 蔬菜口味的

网上传的梅麻吕是什么？ - 知乎
是吗，原来我已经这么老了吗。。 梅麻吕是一个R18的日本3d动画（游戏）工作室，而且应该只有一个人，2010年那个时候业界都没几个像样的3d作品，于是梅麻吕做的《师生矛
盾》、《医患关系》、《必胜客的救赎》，可以说是当年鹤立鸡群的存在。甚至还做出了〇荡游戏Ω这种丰富剧情带 …

spaghetti、lasagna和pasta分别到底指什么有什么区别呀？ - 知乎
pasta是“ 意大利面 ”，是所有意大利面食的统称。根据形状不同，意大利面可分为上百种，每种不同的意面会搭配不同的酱料和食材食用，意大利每个地区都有自己引以为傲的特色意面。
spaghetti可以译为“意大利面条”，是一种细面（下图中“长意大利面 Pasta Lunga”里标号2的就是）。因为我们吃 ...

为什么国内的pizza普遍比美国的好吃？ - 知乎
我在国内吃过两次所谓的“美式pizza”，大多数是学学样子的残次品，好处就是价格尚可接受。 唯一一次吃的和真正的美式pizza一样吃起来很爽的是在上海，一张12寸的pizza要
了288块钱，四男一女吃了一千块钱。 味道绝对赞！ 用料绝对足！ 口味绝对正！

做披萨一定要芝士吗，有没替代品？ - 知乎
A goog question How to make a cheese-free pizza？ 我大概去搜了一下，不含芝士的披萨不常见，但是有比较有很多人吃芝士过敏.大概的做法其实
和正常的披萨一样，只是不放各种芝士，饼上放橄榄油盐西红柿 土豆片西兰花的这种连披萨酱都不含纯素的

Explore our in-depth analysis of Dorothea Lange's iconic "Migrant Mother" photograph and its
impact on American culture. Learn more about its significance today!
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