Military Patch Placement Guide

VVA 20 Marching unit uniform
Official Insignia placement
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These are required

Everything else on the Marching Unit
uniform shirt is optional.

Last rank obtained while in service may
be worn on the lapels as they were
during our service time. Many prefer to
wear their rank while in country.

*{) American Flag patch *7) VVA National patch
(note the blue field position) *8) Branch of Service,
*2) Chapter 20 patch Division, or Unit patch
3) Name tag 9) optional patch
*4) POW/MIA patch 10) Sh?nting Badge (optional)
5) optional pin 13 optienal pin
6) optional pin 12) Ribbons that were earned

13) optional pin

Military patch placement guide is an essential resource for service members
and veterans who want to ensure that they display their insignia correctly
and respectfully. Patches are not only a representation of rank and unit but
also a symbol of pride and commitment. Each branch of the military has
specific regulations regarding the placement of patches, and adhering to
these guidelines is crucial for maintaining uniformity and discipline. In
this article, we will explore the different types of patches, their meanings,
and a detailed guide on how to properly place them on military uniforms.

Understanding Military Patches

Military patches come in various forms, each with its unique significance.



They can represent a service member's unit, deployment, qualifications, or
achievements. Here are the main types of patches:

Types of Military Patches

1. Unit Patches: These patches signify belonging to a specific unit or
division. They often feature the unit's emblem and are typically worn on the
shoulder.

2. Rank Insignia: These patches indicate a service member's rank and are
usually worn on the sleeves or collar of the uniform.

3. Qualification Badges: Also known as "badges," these signify a soldier's
specific skills or qualifications, such as marksmanship or airborne status.

4. Service Stripes: These indicate the length of service and are typically
worn on the sleeves.

5. Combat Patches: These are worn by service members who have served in a
combat zone and are usually placed on the right shoulder.

6. Specialty Patches: These denote special qualifications or roles, such as a
medic or a diver.

Regulations by Branch

Each branch of the military has its own set of regulations regarding patch
placement. Below, we provide a summary of the guidelines for the Army, Navy,
Air Force, and Marines.

Army Patch Placement

- Combat Patch: Worn on the right shoulder, centered on the sleeve. It
signifies deployment in a combat zone.

- Unit Insignia: Typically worn on the left shoulder, centered on the sleeve,
above the combat patch if applicable.

- Rank Insignia: Worn on the collar or sleeves, depending on the uniform
type.

- Badges: These are worn above the left pocket on dress uniforms.

- Service Stripes: Worn on the left sleeve, typically at the bottom, with
each stripe representing three years of service.



Navy Patch Placement

- Rate Insignia: Worn on the collar or sleeves, depending on the uniform.
- Service and Qualification Badges: Worn on the left breast pocket.

- Unit Patches: Typically worn on the left shoulder.

- Combat Action Ribbon: Worn on the left breast, above the pocket.

Air Force Patch Placement

- Unit Patches: Worn on the left sleeve, centered.

- Combat Patch: Worn on the right sleeve, centered.

- Rank Insignia: Worn on the sleeves, collar, or epaulettes, depending on the
uniform.

- Badges: Worn above the left pocket on the dress uniform.

Marine Corps Patch Placement

- Combat Action Ribbon: Worn on the left breast, above the pocket.
- Unit Patches: Worn on the left sleeve.
- Rank Insignia: Worn on the sleeves or collar, depending on the uniform

type.
- Badges: Worn above the left pocket.

General Placement Guidelines

While each branch has its specific requirements, there are some common
general guidelines that should be followed:

1. Centering: Patches should be centered on the designated area, ensuring a
neat and professional appearance.

2. Spacing: Maintain appropriate spacing between patches if multiple patches
are worn on the same area.

3. Alignment: Ensure that patches are aligned with other insignia and
decorations on the uniform.

4. Condition: Patches should always be clean and in good condition. Worn or
frayed patches should be replaced.

5. Adhesive Types: If using velcro or other types of adhesives, ensure that
they are securely attached to prevent loss during movement.



How to Sew on Patches

Sewing patches onto uniforms is a common practice, especially for those in
the Army and Marines. Here’s a simple guide on how to sew patches correctly:

Materials Needed

- Needle

- Thread (matching the color of the uniform)
- Scissors

- Pins or fabric clips

- Iron (optional)

Steps to Sew Patches

1. Preparation:
- Wash and iron the uniform to create a smooth surface.
- Pin or clip the patch to the desired location.

2. Threading the Needle:
- Cut a length of thread (about 18 inches).
- Thread the needle and tie a knot at the end.

3. Sewing:

- Start from the back of the fabric to hide the knot.

- Use a simple running stitch or a whip stitch to attach the patch.

- Sew around the perimeter of the patch, ensuring it is securely attached.

4. Finishing:

- Tie off the thread securely and hide the knot between layers of fabric.
- Trim any excess thread.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

When placing or sewing patches, there are several common mistakes that
individuals should avoid:

1. Incorrect Placement: Double-check placement guidelines to ensure patches
are located in the correct position.

2. Poor Quality: Using cheap or inappropriate materials can lead to issues
with durability and appearance.

3. Ignoring Regulations: Always refer to the most current regulations for



your specific branch to avoid any disciplinary action.

4. Neglecting Maintenance: Regularly inspect and maintain patches to ensure
they remain in good condition.

Conclusion

In summary, understanding and following the military patch placement guide is
essential for all service members and veterans. Proper patch placement not
only reflects professionalism and pride but also honors the traditions and
regulations of the military. By adhering to the placement guidelines for each
branch and maintaining the condition of the patches, individuals can ensure
that they represent themselves and their unit in the best possible light.
Whether you are sewing on a new patch or simply checking your current
placements, following these guidelines will help you maintain a disciplined
and respectful military appearance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the standard placement for a military unit
patch on a uniform?

The unit patch is typically worn on the left shoulder of the uniform,
centered on the sleeve.

How should rank insignia be placed on military
uniforms?

Rank insignia should be placed on the epaulets or collar, depending on the
branch of service, with specific guidelines for height and alignment.

Are there specific guidelines for patch placement on
tactical vests?

Yes, patches on tactical vests are usually positioned on the front and back,
with the unit patch on the upper left side and morale patches on the right.

Can patches be placed on the right shoulder of a
military uniform?

Generally, patches on the right shoulder are reserved for specific awards or
mission patches, while the left shoulder is for the unit patch.



What is the significance of the placement of service
ribbons?

Service ribbons are placed above the left pocket of the uniform, indicating
the awards and honors received, and are arranged in order of precedence.

Is there a difference in patch placement between
enlisted personnel and officers?

The placement of patches is generally the same, but there may be variations
in the type of insignia worn, reflecting rank and position.

How do you determine the correct positioning for a
deployment patch?

Deployment patches are usually worn on the right sleeve, just below the unit
patch, and should be aligned properly to maintain uniformity.

What should I consider when placing morale patches
on my uniform?

Morale patches can be placed on the right arm or tactical gear, but they
should not obstruct official patches or insignia.

Are there any regulations regarding the size of
patches on military uniforms?

Yes, each branch of the military has specific regulations regarding the size
and dimensions of patches to ensure uniformity and professionalism.

What is the purpose of the combat patch and where is
it placed?

The combat patch signifies service in a combat zone and is worn on the right
shoulder, typically positioned above the unit patch.
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"Master military patch placement with our comprehensive guide. Discover how to properly position
your patches for authenticity and style. Learn more now!"

Back to Home


https://soc.up.edu.ph

