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A Call to Action; Titta b5 comlenent
Regulate Use of Cell Phones on the Rosd

When a cell phane goes off in a classroom or at 8 conoer. we
are frritated, but at least our lves are not endangered, When we
are on the road, however, imesponsible cefl phone users are more
than irrditating: They ane putting our lives 5t ritk. Many of us have
witnessed drivers so distracted by dialieg and chatting that they
resemble drunk drivers, weaving between Lines, for example, or
maedrly renning down pedestriang in crottwalis. A numbir of Bills to
pegulate e of cell phones an the road have been introduced in
state legislatuzes, and the time has come to push for their passage.

Regulation is needed because drivers using phones arg soriously 1
impaired and because Laws on neghgent snd necidess doving ane
mot sufficient to purish cffenders,

Ka ane can deny that cell phames have caused traffic deaths
and injuriet. Dell phomes wene implicated fn three fatal mccidents in
Movember 1999 alone. Early in November, two-year-old Morgan
Pena was killed by a diver distracted by his cell phone, Mosgan's
mother, Patti Pena, reports that the driver “ran a stop sign at 45 Sageal phrasa narmey
mgh, beoadsided my vehicle and Killed Margan as she sat Im her car :;&T.U‘Mm
seat.” A week later, comections officer Shanmon Smith, who was Wi pra s
gquanding prisoners by the side of the road, was killed by & woman m.._.,‘;:il -
distracted by & phane call (Besthoff). On Thankigiving weekend
that same month, John and Carole Hall wene iilled when a Raval
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MLA FORMAT FOR WRITING A PAPER IS A STANDARDIZED METHOD OF WRITING AND FORMATTING ACADEMIC PAPERS THAT IS
WIDELY USED IN HUMANITIES DISCIPLINES, PARTICULARLY IN LITERATURE, PHILOSOPHY, AND THE ARTS. THE MODERN L ANGUAGE
ASSOCIATION (MLA) DEVELOPED THIS STYLE TO FACILITATE CLEAR COMMUNICATION AND CONSISTENCY IN SCHOLARLY
WRITING. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE THE KEY COMPONENTS OF MLA FORMAT, INCLUDING GENERAL GUIDELINES, FORMATTING
RULES, IN-TEXT CITATIONS, AND THE W orks CITED PAGE.

GENERAL GUIDELINES

\W/HEN PREPARING A PAPER IN MLA FORMAT, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO FOLLOW SPECIFIC GUIDELINES TO ENSURE CLARITY AND
UNIFORMITY. HERE ARE THE FUNDAMENTAL ELEMENTS TO CONSIDER:



1. PAGE LAYOUT

- MARGINS: SET 1-INCH MARGINS ON ALL SIDES OF THE PAPER.

- FONT: USE A LEGIBLE FONT LIKE TIMES NEwW ROMAN, SIZED AT 12 POINTS.

- LINE SPACING: DOUBLE-SPACE THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE PAPER, INCLUDING THE W/ ORkS CITED PAGE.

- PARAGRAPH INDENTATION: INDENT THE FIRST LINE OF EACH PARAGRAPH BY HALF AN INCH (0.5 INCHES).

- PAGE NUMBERS: INCLUDE YOUR LAST NAME AND THE PAGE NUMBER IN THE UPPER RIGHT CORNER OF EACH PAGE, ALIGNED WITH
THE MARGIN. FOR EXAMPLE, SMITH 1.

2. TITLE AND HEADING

- TITLE BLoCk: THE FIRST PAGE SHOULD INCLUDE A HEADING IN THE UPPER LEFT CORNER WITH THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
1. YOUR NAME

2. YOUR INSTRUCTOR’S NAME

3. THE COURSE NAME OR NUMBER

4. THe DATE (DAY, MONTH, YEAR)

- TiTLE: CENTER THE TITLE OF YOUR PAPER, USING THE SAME FONT AND SIZE AS THE REST OF YOUR TEXT. Do NoT UNDERLINE,
ITALICIZE, OR PLACE IT IN QUOTATION MARKS.

FORMATTING THE BoDY OF THE PAPER

THE BODY OF YOUR PAPER IS WHERE YOU PRESENT YOUR ARGUMENTS, ANALYSIS, AND INSIGHTS. ADHERING TO MLA FORMAT
DURING THIS SECTION IS CRUCIAL FOR CLARITY AND PROFESSIONALISM.

1. STRUCTURE OF THE PAPER

- INTRODUCTION: BEGIN WITH AN ENGAGING INTRODUCTION THAT PRESENTS YOUR THESIS STATEMENT CLEARLY. THIS
STATEMENT SHOULD CONVEY THE MAIN ARGUMENT OF YOUR PAPER.

- BobY PARAGRAPHS: EACH PARAGRAPH SHOULD SUPPORT YOUR THESIS WITH EVIDENCE, ANALYSIS, AND DISCUSSION. UsE
TOPIC SENTENCES TO INTRODUCE THE MAIN IDEA OF EACH PARAGRAPH.

- TRANSITIONS: USE TRANSITIONAL WORDS AND PHRASES TO MAINTAIN THE FLOW OF YOUR WRITING. THIS HELPS GUIDE THE
READER THROUGH YOUR ARGUMENTS AND ENSURES COHERENCE.

2. CITING SOURCES IN THE TEXT

ATTRIBUTION OF SOURCES IS A CRITICAL ASPECT OF ACADEMIC WRITING. MLA FORMAT REQUIRES IN-TEXT CITATIONS TO
CREDIT AUTHORS FOR THEIR IDEAS AND RESEARCH.

- BAsic FORMAT: WHEN QUOTING OR PARAPHRASING A SOURCE, INCLUDE THE AUTHOR’S LAST NAME AND THE PAGE NUMBER IN
PARENTHESES DIRECTLY AFTER THE QUOTE OR PARAPHRASE. FOR EXAMPLE: (SMITH 23).

- MULTIPLE AUTHORS: FOR A SOURCE WITH TWO AUTHORS, INCLUDE BOTH NAMES IN THE CITATION: (SMITH AND JONES 45).
FOR THREE OR MORE AUTHORS, USE THE FIRST AUTHOR'S NAME FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” (SMITHET AL. 67).

- No AUTHOR: IF A SOURCE HAS NO KNOWN AUTHOR, CITE THE TITLE IN THE CITATION: (“STUDY OF LITERATURE” 12).

- MULTIPLE W ORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR: IF YOU CITE MORE THAN ONE WORK BY THE SAME AUTHOR, INCLUDE A SHORTENED



TITLE OF THE WORK IN YOUR CITATION: (SMITH, LITERARY ANALYSIS 34).

CreaTING A Works CiTep PAGE

THE Works CITED PAGE IS AN ESSENTIAL COMPONENT OF MLA FORMAT, LISTING ALL THE SOURCES REFERENCED IN YOUR PAPER.
|T PROVIDES READERS WITH THE NECESSARY INFORMATION TO LOCATE THOSE SOURCES.

1. GENERAL FORMAT

- PLACEMENT: THE Works CITED PAGE SHOULD BE THE LAST PAGE OF YOUR PAPER.

- TiTLE: CENTER THE TITLE “\Works CITED” AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE.

- SPACING: DOUBLE-SPACE ALL ENTRIES, WITH NO EXTRA SPACES BETWEEN THEM.

- HANGING INDENT: USE A HANGING INDENT FOR EACH ENTRY, MEANING THE FIRST LINE IS FLUSH LEFT, AND SUBSEQUENT LINES ARE
INDENTED BY HALF AN INCH.

2. BAsIc ENTRY FORMATS

HERE ARE COMMON FORMATS FOR VARIOUS TYPES OF SOURCES:

- Books:
- LAsT NAME, FIRST NAME. TITLE oF Book. PUBLISHER, YEAR OF PUBLICATION.

EXAMPLE: SMITH, JOHN. UNDERSTANDING LITERATURE. PENGUIN Books, 2020.

- JOURNAL ARTICLES:
- LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. “TITLE OF ARTICLE.” TITLE OF JOURNAL, VOL. NUMBER, NO. NUMBER, YEAR, PAGES.

ExAMPLE: JONES, MARY. “THE ART OF NARRATIVE.” LITERARY STUDIES, voL. 12, No. 3, 2021, pp. 45-67.

- WEBSITES:
- LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. “TITLE oF WEBPAGE.” WEBSITE NAME, PUBLISHER, DATE OF PuBLICATION, URL.

ExAMPLE: BROWN, LISA. “MoDERN POETRY.” POETRY W ORLD, POETRY FOUNDATION, 15 JuLy 2022,
WWW.POETRY WORLD.COM/MODERN-POETRY.

- EpiTep Books:
- LAsT NAME, FIRST NAME, EDITOR. TITLE OF Book. PUBLISHER, YEAR OF PUBLICATION.

ExAMPLE: GREEN, SARAH, EDITOR. ESSAYS ON MODERN LITERATURE. ACADEMIC PRress, 2019.

UsINg MLA FORMAT FORrR DIFFERENT T YPES OF PAPERS

W/HILE THE CORE ELEMENTS OF MLA FORMAT REMAIN CONSISTENT, SPECIFIC TYPES OF PAPERS MAY REQUIRE ADDITIONAL
CONSIDERATIONS.

1. RESEARCH PAPERS

RESEARCH PAPERS IN MLA FORMAT TYPICALLY INVOLVE EXTENSIVE RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS. HERE ARE SOME TIPS:



- THesIS STATEMENT: CLEARLY STATE YOUR THESIS IN THE INTRODUCTION.
- EVIDENCE: SUPPORT YOUR ARGUMENTS WITH CREDIBLE SOURCES, PROPERLY CITED IN MLA FORMAT.
- CONCLUSION: SUMMARIZE YOUR MAIN POINTS AND RESTATE YOUR THESIS IN LIGHT OF THE EVIDENCE PRESENTED.

2. CReATIVE WRITING PAPERS

FOR CREATIVE WRITING ASSIGNMENTS, SUCH AS ESSAYS ANALYZING A PIECE OF LITERATURE OR ART, ADHERE TO THE
FOLLOWING:

- ANALYSIS: FOCUS ON YOUR INTERPRETATION AND ANALYSIS OF THE WORK.
- QUOTESI USE QUOTES FROM THE TEXT TO SUPPORT YOUR INSIGHTS.
- PersoNAL VOICE: WHILE MAINTAINING ACADEMIC RIGOR, IT'S ACCEPTABLE TO INCORPORATE YOUR VOICE AND PERSPECTIVE.

CoMMON MISTAKES TO AvolD

EVEN SEASONED WRITERS CAN MAKE ERRORS WHEN ADHERING TO MLA FORMAT. HERE ARE COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID:

1. INCORRECT IN-TEXT CITATIONS: ALWAYS ENSURE THAT YOUR CITATIONS MATCH THE CORRESPONDING ENTRIES IN YOUR
X/ orks CITED PAGE.

2. IMPROPER FORMATTING: DOUBLE-CHECK YOUR MARGINS, LINE SPACING, AND FONT SIZE BEFORE SUBMITTING.

3. NEGLECTING THE W oRrkS CITED PAGE: ENSURE EVERY SOURCE CITED IN YOUR PAPER APPEARS IN THE W oRrkS CITED LIST.

CoNCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, MLA FORMAT FOR WRITING A PAPER IS A CRUCIAL ASPECT OF ACADEMIC WRITING THAT PROMOTES CLARITY
CONSISTENCY, AND CREDIBILITY. FOLLOWING THE GUIDELINES OUTLINED IN THIS ARTICLE WILL HELP YOU CREATE A WELL-
STRUCTURED AND PROPERLY FORMATTED PAPER THAT MEETS THE STANDARDS OF THE MODERN L ANGUAGE ASSOCIATION. By
PAYING ATTENTION TO THE DETAILS OF FORMATTING, CITATIONS, AND ORGANIZATION, YOU WILL PRESENT YOUR IDEAS
EFFECTIVELY AND PROFESSIONALLY. REMEMBER, MASTERING MLA FORMAT CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF YOUR
ACADEMIC WORK AND IS AN ESSENTIAL SKILL FOR ANY STUDENT IN THE HUMANITIES.

1

FREQUENTLY ASKeED QUESTIONS

WHAT 1S MLA FORMAT?

MLA FORMAT IS A STYLE GUIDE USED FOR WRITING AND FORMATTING RESEARCH PAPERS, PRIMARILY IN THE HUMANITIES. IT
PROVIDES GUIDELINES FOR CITATIONS, FORMATTING, AND OVERALL STRUCTURE.

\WHAT ARE THE KEY COMPONENTS OF AN MLA FORMATTED PAPER?

KEY COMPONENTS INCLUDE A HEADER WITH YOUR LAST NAME AND PAGE NUMBER, A TITLE CENTERED ON THE FIRST PAGE, IN-TEXT
CITATIONS, AND A W orks CITED PAGE AT THE END.

How po | crReaTE A WoRrks CITED PAGE IN MLA FORMAT?

To creaTE A WoRrks CITED PAGE, LIST ALL SOURCES USED IN YOUR PAPER ALPHABETICALLY BY THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME,
FOLLOWING SPECIFIC FORMATTING RULES FOR EACH TYPE OF SOURCE.



\WHAT IS THE PROPER FONT AND SIZE FOR MLA FORMAT?

MLA FORMAT RECOMMENDS USING A LEGIBLE FONT LIKE TIMES NEW ROMAN, SIZE 12, WITH DOUBLE-SPACING THROUGHOUT THE
PAPER.

How Do | FORMAT IN-TEXT CITATIONS IN MLAP

IN-TEXT CITATIONS IN MLA FORMAT TYPICALLY INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE PAGE NUMBER FROM WHICH THE
INFORMATION WAS TAKEN, FOR EXAMPLE: (SMITH 23).

SHOULD | INCLUDE A TITLE PAGE IN MLA FORMAT?

NO, MLA FORMAT DOES NOT REQUIRE A TITLE PAGE. |NSTEAD, YOU SHOULD INCLUDE YOUR NAME, INSTRUCTOR'S NAME,
COURSE, AND DATE AT THE TOP OF THE FIRST PAGE, FOLLOWED BY THE TITLE OF YOUR PAPER.

WHAT SPACING IS REQUIRED FOR ML A PAPERS?

MLA FORMAT REQUIRES DOUBLE-SPACING THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE PAPER, INCLUDING THE W orks CITED PAGE, WITH NO
EXTRA SPACES BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS.

How po | cITE A Book IN MLA FORMAT?

To CITE A BOOK INMLA FORMAT, USE THE FOLLOWING STRUCTURE: LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. TITLE OF Book. PUBLISHER,
YEAR OF PUBLICATION.

ARE THERE SPECIFIC MARGINS REQUIRED FOR ML A FORMAT?

YES, MLA FORMAT REQUIRES 1-INCH MARGINS ON ALL SIDES OF THE PAPER.
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Master the MLA format for writing a paper with our comprehensive guide. Discover how to structure
your work and cite sources effectively. Learn more!
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