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Mila Kunis That 70s Show is a significant milestone in the career of the
talented actress Mila Kunis. Premiering in 1998, this iconic television
series became a cultural phenomenon and introduced audiences to a unique
blend of humor, nostalgia, and relatable teenage struggles. Kunis played the
role of Jackie Burkhart, a character that would not only define her early
career but also establish her as a household name. This article delves into
Kunis's journey in "That '70s Show," her character's evolution, the show's
impact on popular culture, and its lasting legacy.

Introduction to "That '70s Show"

"That '70s Show" is a sitcom that follows a group of teenage friends living
in the fictional town of Point Place, Wisconsin, during the 1970s. The
series, created by Bonnie Turner and Terry Turner, features a stellar
ensemble cast including Topher Grace, Mila Kunis, Ashton Kutcher, Danny
Masterson, Laura Prepon, Wilmer Valderrama, and Debra Jo Rupp. The show
captures the essence of adolescence, exploring themes of friendship, family,



and the challenges of growing up in a nostalgic setting.

Mila Kunis as Jackie Burkhart

Character Overview

Mila Kunis portrays Jackie Burkhart, a wealthy, self-absorbed girl who
initially comes off as the quintessential "mean girl." However, as the series
progresses, Jackie becomes a more nuanced character, showcasing her
vulnerability, loyalty, and growth. Here are some key traits of Jackie
Burkhart:

- Materialistic: Jackie often prioritizes designer clothes and status
symbols.

- Dramatic: She has a flair for the theatrical, frequently expressing her
emotions in exaggerated ways.

- Loyal Friend: Despite her flaws, Jackie shows deep loyalty to her friends,
especially to Donna Pinciotti and Hyde.

- Romantic: Her on-again, off-again relationship with Michael Kelso serves as
a central plot point throughout the series.

Character Development

Jackie's character experiences significant growth over the eight seasons of
"That '70s Show." Some key developments include:

1. From Spoiled Rich Girl to Mature Woman: Initially portrayed as shallow and
self-centered, Jackie learns valuable life lessons about love, friendship,
and self-worth.

2. Romantic Relationships: Her tumultuous romance with Kelso highlights her
insecurities, while her later relationship with Fez showcases her capacity
for love and understanding.

3. Friendship Dynamics: Jackie evolves from being a rival to Donna to
becoming one of her closest friends, illustrating the importance of female
friendships and solidarity.

The Impact of "That '70s Show"

Cultural Significance

"That '70s Show" is celebrated for its representation of the 1970s,



resonating with audiences through its authentic depiction of the era's
fashion, music, and culture. Some of its notable contributions include:

- Nostalgia: The show evokes a sense of nostalgia for viewers who grew up
during that time, while also introducing younger audiences to the cultural
nuances of the decade.

- Soundtrack: The series features an impressive soundtrack filled with
classic hits from the '70s, enhancing its nostalgic appeal.

- Catchphrases and Humor: The show popularized several catchphrases and
comedic tropes that have become part of television history.

Influence on Future Shows

The success of "That '70s Show" paved the way for other ensemble sitcoms that
focused on young adults and their relationships. Its influence can be seen
in:

- "Friends": Both shows share a similar format of group dynamics and humor
derived from everyday situations.

- "How I Met Your Mother": The blend of humor and life lessons in this series
echoes the themes explored in "That '70s Show."

- "The Big Bang Theory": This show parallels the friendship and social
dynamics seen in "That '70s Show," albeit with a more modern twist.

Mila Kunis's Career After "That '70s Show"

After her tenure on "That '70s Show," Mila Kunis transitioned into a
successful film career, showcasing her versatility as an actress. Some
notable films include:

1. "Black Swan" (2010): Kunis starred alongside Natalie Portman in this
psychological thriller, earning critical acclaim and a nomination for the
Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion
Picture.

2. "Friends with Benefits" (2011): This romantic comedy, where she starred
opposite Justin Timberlake, highlighted her comedic talents and further
solidified her status as a leading lady in Hollywood.

3. "Bad Moms" (2016): Kunis took on a more comedic role in this ensemble
film, which resonated with modern mothers and explored the pressures of
parenting.

Return to Television

In addition to her successful film career, Kunis has made guest appearances
and took on voice roles in various television projects, including:



- "Family Guy": Kunis voices Meg Griffin on this long-running animated
series, showcasing her comedic chops.

- "The Ellen DeGeneres Show": Kunis has made several appearances on talk
shows, where she often shares insights about her life and career.

Legacy of "That '70s Show"

The legacy of "That '70s Show" endures as a beloved series that continues to
resonate with fans around the world. Its themes of friendship, love, and the
trials of adolescence are timeless, making it relevant even today. Key
aspects of its legacy include:

- Reunion Specials: The cast has reunited for various specials, highlighting
the enduring bond formed during the show's production.

- Merchandise and Memorabilia: Fans continue to celebrate the series through
merchandise, including T-shirts, coffee mugs, and posters featuring iconic
guotes and images from the show.

- Streaming Success: The series has found new life on streaming platforms,
attracting a new generation of viewers who appreciate its humor and
relatability.

Conclusion

Mila Kunis's role in "That '70s Show" remains a defining chapter in her
career, showcasing her growth as an actress and her ability to bring depth to
her character, Jackie Burkhart. The show's cultural significance and lasting
legacy continue to captivate audiences, reminding us of the joys and
challenges of growing up. As Kunis continues to evolve in her career, her
roots in "That '70s Show" will always be a cherished part of her journey in
the entertainment industry.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did Mila Kunis play in 'That '70s Show'?

Mila Kunis played the character Jackie Burkhart, a popular and self-absorbed
teenager.

How old was Mila Kunis when she first started on
'"That '70s Show'?

Mila Kunis was just 14 years old when she began her role on 'That '70s Show'.



Did Mila Kunis and Ashton Kutcher date during 'That
'70s Show'?

No, Mila Kunis and Ashton Kutcher did not date during 'That '70s Show'; they
started dating years later, after reconnecting.

What impact did 'That '70s Show' have on Mila
Kunis's career?

'That '70s Show' was a significant launchpad for Mila Kunis, helping her gain
recognition and leading to a successful acting career in both television and
film.

Are there any notable reunions of the cast from
'That '70s Show' featuring Mila Kunis?

Yes, the cast has had several reunions, including a special appearance during
the 2018 'The Roast of Bruce Willis' and various interviews and podcasts.
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Explore Mila Kunis's iconic role in 'That 70s Show' and her journey from sitcom star to Hollywood A-
lister. Discover how her character shaped the series!
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